
This agenda is for public notice purposes only. Complete applications are posted online at www.cityoftacoma.org/lpc-agenda. 

The City of Tacoma does not discriminate on the basis of handicap in any of its programs or services.  To request this 
information in an alternative format or to request a reasonable accommodation, please contact the Planning and 
Development Services Department at (253) 591-5056 (voice) or (253) 591-5820 (TTY). 

¿Necesitas información en español?   

?  Contact TacomaFIRST 311 at (253) 591-5000 
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www.Cityoftacoma.org/HistoricPreservation 
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Alex Morganroth 
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Holly Stewart 
Carol Sundstrom 
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Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio  

Staff 
Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer 
Lauren Hoogkamer, Assistant Historic Preservation Officer 
BT Doan, Administrative Assistant 

INFORMATION ABOUT VIRTUAL MEETINGS

In response to social distancing recommendations -19 pandemic, this meeting will be conducted 
virtually. The meeting can be attended at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83330684097, or by dialing +1 (253) 215-8782  and entering 
the meeting ID 833 3068 4097, when prompted.

Microphones will be muted and cameras turned off for all participants during the meeting, except for the Commissioners and 
presenters.

The public may submit general comments in writing prior to the meeting, by 4:00 p.m., on February 10th, comment during the 
meeting on regular agenda items for which a hearing has not already been held. Please e-mail your comments to 
landmarks@cityoftacoma.org, put in the subject line “LPC Meeting 2/10/21”, and clearly indicate which agenda item(s) you are 
addressing. 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS

2. ROLL CALL

3. CONSENT AGENDA
A. Excusal of Absences
B. Approval of Minutes: 1/27/21

4. NOMINATIONS TO THE TACOMA REGISTER OF HISTORIC
PLACES – PUBLIC HEARING

Page # Time 

A. 1002 S. Anderson St., Klinkenberg-Decker House  10 m 

5. BOARD BRIEFINGS
A. 310 S. 9th St. Rialto Theatre (Individual Landmark)

Security Enhancements
Mark D'Andrea, P.E., 
Public Works 

5 m 

6. PRESERVATION PLANNING/BOARD BUSINESS
A. Events & Activities Update Staff 3 m

5. CHAIR COMMENTS

Agenda
Landmarks Preservation Commission
Planning and Development Services Department 

Date:       February 10, 2021
Time:       5:30 p.m.
Location:  Virtual (see below)
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Members 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair
Jennifer Mortensen, Vice Chair 
Jonathan Hart 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Roger Johnson  
Alex Morganroth 
Lysa Schloesser 
Holly Stewart 
Carol Sundstrom 
Jeff Williams  

Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio  

Staff 
Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer
Lauren Hoogkamer, Assistant Historic Preservation Officer 
BT Doan, Administrative Assistant 

Date: January 27, 2021 
Location: Virtual Zoom Webinar

Commission Members in Attendance: 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair
Jennifer Mortensen, Vice-Chair 
Jonathan Hart 
Sarah Hilsendeger  
Roger Johnson 
Alex Morganroth 
Lysa Schloesser  
Holly Stewart 
Carol Sundstrom 
Jeff Williams  
Deborah Cade 

Commissioner Members Excused: 
Leah Jaggars 

Commission Members Absent: 
N/A 

Staff Present:
Reuben McKnight
Lauren Hoogkamer 
BT Doan 

Others Present: 
Steve Victor, City of Tacoma  
Elliott Barnett, City of Tacoma 

Chair Kevin Bartoy called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS

2. ROLL CALL

3. CONSENT AGENDA

The agenda was approved as submitted.

a. Approval of Minutes: January 13, 2021
The minutes of the meeting on January 13, 2021 were approved as submitted.

b. Excusal of Absences:
Leah Jaggars

4. DEMOLITION REVIEW

a. 1201 South 4th Street

Mr. McKnight read the staff report as provided in the packet, emphasizing the unusual circumstances of the
review and recommending no further historic consideration.

Steve Victor, Deputy City Attorney, cited the Washington State Supreme Court’s ruling in the First United
Methodist Church v. Hearing Examiner (Seattle) in 1996 to explain that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints (LDS) had the religious freedom and right to demolish its property, even with the intention of selling for

MINUTES (Draft)
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning and Development Services Department
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private development in this case. Therefore, the City Attorney’s Office advised the Commission to not further 
review the nomination and not recommend it for listing on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places.  

The Commission had clarifying questions regarding the facts argued during the precedent case and interpretation 
of the religious freedom clause, as well as whose ownership the property would be under during the demolition. 
Commissioner Hart expressed concerns over not moving forward the recommendation while the property met the 
threshold criteria to be listed. Commissioner Williams was agreeable to Mr. Victor’s legal advice to approve the 
demolition permit; however, he would like the motion to clearly state that the property appeared to meet the 
criteria to be on the Register, but due to legal considerations, its demolition could be approved. The topics of 
salvage, visual records retention, and mitigation measures were also discussed. 

Chair Bartoy made a motion: “I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission acknowledge the Historic 
Property report and staff’s recommendation, and recognize that the building at 1201 South 4th Street is eligible for 
listing on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places. But given the City Attorney’s recommendation about the 
constitutionality of the listing, the Landmarks Preservation Commission will not move the listing forward for formal 
consideration to the Infrastructure, Planning, and Sustainability Committee, under the knowledge that the current 
property owner, the Church of LDS, will be conducting the demolition while the property is still under their 
ownership.” 

Commissioner Hart seconded the motion. It passed unanimously.  

5. PRESERVATION PLANNING/BOARD BUSINESS 

a. Home In Tacoma 

Mr. McKnight introduced Elliott Barnett, a planner with Planning Services Division, and provided context 
information for the Home In Tacoma project as well as the input requested from the Commission at this meeting. 

Mr. Barnett began by stating the focus of the discussion, which was to solicit feedback from the Commission on 
how to balance the City’s housing goals and historic preservation goals. He presented an overview of the Home 
In Tacoma project, including its timeline and objectives. The presentation briefly covered housing goals, 
community feedback, systemic racism patterns still existing to date, and land use framework before dwelling into 
greater technical details. There were two main categories in this proposal in terms of infilling Missing Middle 
Housing Types – medium-scale residential and low-scale residential. Mr. Barnett explained each concept in 
details. He then presented the housing and historic preservation goals, and invited comments from the 
Commission.  

Commissioner Cade expressed a concern about “old” buildings potentially getting demolished to make way for 
new development while had the buildings stayed, they would have been more affordable. She encouraged turning 
some of the preservation goals into requirements. She added that neighborhoods with less density should be 
considered for infill first before those that already had many multi-family buildings such as the North Slope, 
Wedge, and Stadium Districts. The issue of insufficient parking in dense neighborhoods was also brought up. 
Commissioner Hart commented that the infill should be applied variously depending on the characters of the 
neighborhoods; this could be accommodated by different buffer sizes. Commissioner Williams advised caution 
about infill in historic neighborhoods, saying that dense infill as similarly seen in Ballard or Seattle would be 
detrimental to historic preservation efforts. He also believed those infilled housing would likely be at market rate or 
above, rather than affordable. Next, Vice-Chair Mortensen suggested adding requirement about salvaging historic 
materials to the demolition permitting process. Commissioner Stewart agreed and added that she would like to 
encourage conversion of single-family dwellings into duplexes or triplexes instead of building new ones. 
Commissioner Hilsendeger was concerned with the fact that the multi-family tax incentives had not been widely 
utilized before, they would likely remain that way and new infill housing would not be affordable as a result.  

In response, Mr. Barnett clarified that there had been an increased use of multi-family tax incentives in recent 
years. And though infill housing in historic districts would indeed unlikely be affordable for low-income 
households, they would still help in creating more housing supply for middle-income families. The City was also 
looking at other tools to address the needs at all income levels.  

Commissioner Morganroth pointed out that it would be important to try to preserve and mimic the characters of 
the neighborhoods. The community usually was more concerned and resistant towards the changes in the 
neighborhood, and not so much about having more residents. Chair Bartoy concurred with all prior comments, 
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adding that density should be built in available and feasible areas but should also leave room for open spaces 
and other living amenities. Moreover, he mentioned new developments in Point Ruston and Stadium District that 
were building density but with no affordability. He further discussed the issue of equity, homeless encampment, 
gentrification, and displacement – to show that the “housing crisis” going on in the community might not be fully 
recognized and addressed in the City’s policy plans and discussions. 

b. 201 North Yakima Debrief 

Mr. McKnight reported to the Commission that the Infrastructure, Planning, and Sustainability Committee voted at 
their January 13th, 2021 meeting to forward the nomination of 201 North Yakima to the City Council. The next step 
would be presenting the nomination at the City Council’s Study Session; no date had been scheduled. 

Potential scenarios and alternatives for the Commission’s recommendation process were also discussed.  

6. CHAIR COMMENTS 
 

Chair Bartoy expressed appreciation for the Commission’s participation and thoughtful discussion. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:26 p.m. 

 

*These minutes are not a direct transcription of the meeting, but rather a brief capture. For full-length audio recording of the 
meeting, please visit: http://www.cityoftacoma.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=169&pageId=67980
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Landmarks Preservation Commission
Planning & Development Services Department

747 Market Street, Suite 345  Tacoma, Washington 98402  Phone (253) 591-5030  Fax (253) 591-5433

STAFF REPORT February 10, 2021

NOMINATIONS TO THE TACOMA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES – PUBLIC HEARING

General Procedural Notes: 
The Landmarks Preservation Commission will hear public comments today regarding a nomination to the Tacoma 
Register of Historic Places. 

Tacoma Register listing follows procedures defined in 13.07.050, and consists of a minimum of two separate 
Commission meetings. The initial meeting determines whether the property meets the threshold criteria in the ordinance 
for age and integrity. If the Commission finds that the age and integrity standards are met, then the Commission may 
move to have the nomination scheduled for a public hearing and comment period, at which the public may enter 
comments into the record for consideration. Following the comment period, the Commission may deliberate on the 
nomination for up to 45 days before recommending to City Council listing on the register, or denying the nomination.   

The purpose of this hearing is to hear public comment to help the Commission determine whether the nominated 
property meets the criteria for designation and should be scheduled for City Council. 

AGENDA ITEM 4A:  1002 S. Anderson St., Klinkenberg-Decker House 
Katie Pratt, NW Vernacular 

BACKGROUND 
The Klinkenberg-Decker House was constructed in 1904 as a single-family residence in the Central District of Tacoma 
for John and Cinda Klinkenberg. After the Klinkenbergs moved out, the house was consistently used as an income 
property, rented by working class Tacomans. The nomination includes the principal structure and garage; Northwest 
Vernacular submitted the application on behalf of the owner. 

REQUESTED ACTION 
The purpose of this hearing is to receive public comment on the proposed nomination. 

EFFECTS OF NOMINATION 
Future changes to the exterior will require approval of the Landmarks Preservation Commission prior to those
changes being made, to ensure historical and architectural appropriateness.

Unnecessary demolition of properties listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places is strongly discouraged by
the municipal code, and requires approval of the Landmarks Preservation Commission.

Future renovations of listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places may qualify for the Special Tax Valuation
property tax incentive.

The property will become eligible for the Historic Conditional Use Permit.

STANDARDS 
The property is nominated under the following criterion: 

A. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history;

F. Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristics, represents an established and familiar visual
feature of the neighborhood or City.
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ANALYSIS 
1. At 117 years-old the property meets the age threshold criterion.

2. Overall, the Klinkenberg-Decker House retains much of its integrity of design, workmanship, setting, location,
feeling, and association. The windows are not original, but the new wood windows are sensitive to the house’s
historic character, match the original openings discovered during siding repair, and do not interfere with the
house’s ability to convey its significance. The house lost its original full-width front porch in 1941 when it was
converted to a duplex and is thus associated with that aspect of the property’s significance. At this point, the rear
porch was also replaced with an addition and the detached garage was built. A second rear addition was added
at an unknown date. The additions are visible, but located in the rear of the home and are subservient to the main
structure.

3. The Klinkenberg-Decker House is eligible for listing on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places under Criterion A
for its representation of patterns of history and development within Tacoma. The property, with its American
Foursquare plan and early application of Classical Revival details, reflects the first wave of development in the
Central District as Tacoma’s population grew following the completion of the direct transcontinental railroad line
over Stampede Pass. The Klinkenberg-Decker House also represents a second period of growth in Tacoma as its
conversion to a duplex, by 1942, reflects the city’s booming population during World War II to support defense
industries. The Klinkenberg-Decker House is also nominated under Criterion F for its corner location at a dead
end street; as one of the oldest houses in that location on a corner lot, it has a distinctive visual presence.

RECOMMENDATION 
The Commission may recommend designation to the City Council, deny the nomination, or defer if additional information 
is needed. Based upon the criteria listed in TMC 13.07.040, staff recommends that the nomination be forwarded to City 
Council with a recommendation for designation. 

Sample Motion to Recommend Designation: 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission recommend to City Council that 1002 S. Anderson St., 
Klinkenberg-Decker House, be included on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places, including the following elements 
[list elements] finding that it does meet Criteria [Cite Criteria] of TMC 13.07.040.” 

Sample Motion to Deny Designation: 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission deny the nomination for 1002 S. Anderson St., Klinkenberg-
Decker House, finding that it does not appear to meet the criteria for designation at TMC 13.07.040 (or state another 
reason).” 

Sample Motion to Defer: 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation defer a decision on the nomination of 1002 S. Anderson St., Klinkenberg-
Decker House, to obtain additional necessary information [specify], to the next regular LPC meeting (or state another 
reason).” 

BOARD BRIEFINGS 

AGENDA ITEM 5A:  310 S. 9th St., Rialto Theatre (Individual Landmark)
Mark D'Andrea, P.E., Public Works 

The Rialto Theater’s entrances/alcoves along Court C are currently being utilized by transients, potentially putting staff, 
passersby and the historic theater at risk. The proposed security enhancements are similar to that constructed on the 
east side of the Pantages Theater (along Commerce Street), and are designed to restrict entry, reduce maintenance and 
calls to the Tacoma Police Department, and limit vandalism and staff exposure to blood-borne pathogens and other 
infectious materials. 

This is a briefing to solicit feedback from the Commission on potential design options. 
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PRESERVATION PLANNING/BOARD BUSINESS 

AGENDA ITEM 6A:  Events & Activities Update
Staff 

2021 Events 
1. Black Institutions in Tacoma—A Virtual Experience (Feb 20 @ 8pm)
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