
This agenda is for public notice purposes only. Complete applications are posted online at www.cityoftacoma.org/lpc-agenda. 

The City of Tacoma does not discriminate on the basis of handicap in any of its programs or services.  To request this information in an 
alternative format or to request a reasonable accommodation, please contact the Historic Preservation Office at  
(253) 591-5220 (voice) or (800) 833-6388 (TTY).
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Members 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Jennifer Baersten, Vice Chair 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Laurel McQuade 
Alex Morganroth 
Bryan Rousseau 
Lysa Schloesser 
Jenny Sullivan 
George Zeno 
Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio 

Staff 
Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer 
Susan Johnson, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Paige Rooney, Historic Preservation Intern 
Mary Crabtree, Administrative Assistant 

INFORMATION ABOUT VIRTUAL MEETINGS 

This meeting will be conducted both in-person and virtually. The meeting will occur in the Tacoma Municipal Building, 747 Market St., Room 243 and 
can also be attended at https://zoom.us/j/88592995176, or by dialing +1 (253) 215-8782  and entering the meeting ID 885 9299 5176 when prompted. 

Microphones will be muted and cameras turned off for all participants during the meeting, except for the Commissioners and presenters. 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS PAGE # TIME 

2. ROLL CALL

3. PUBLIC COMMENT
Written comments are accepted on agenda items via e-mail and must be submitted by 12:00 p.m. on the meeting day. Please e-mail your
comments to landmarks@cityoftacoma.org, put in the subject line “LPC Meeting 3/22/23”, and clearly indicate which agenda item(s) you are
addressing.

4. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Excusal of Absences

B. Approval of Minutes: 09/14/22, 09/28/22, 10/12/22

C. Administrative Review: N/A

5. DESIGN REVIEW

A. 405 6th Ave (Walker Apartments) Neil Weekley 17 15 m 
Relocation of exterior duct, infill of select windows

6. BOARD BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION ITEMS

A. Equity Committee updates Commission 5 m 

B. Events & Activities Staff 6 5 m 

7. CHAIR COMMENTS

Agenda 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning and Development Services Department 

Date: March 22, 2023 
Time: 5:30 p.m. 
Location: Hybrid (see below) 
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Members 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Jennifer Mortensen, Vice Chair 
Jonathan Hart 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Alex Morganroth 
Lysa Schloesser 
Jenny Sullivan 
Jeff Williams 
George Zeno 
Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio 

Staff 
Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer 
Susan Johnson, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Paige Rooney, Historic Preservation Intern 
Mary Crabtree, Administrative Assistant 

 

Date: September 14, 2022   
Location: Virtual Zoom Webinar  

Commission Members in Attendance: 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Jonathan Hart 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Alex Morganroth 
Lysa Schloesser 
George Zeno (arrived at 5:48 p.m.) 
Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 

Commissioner Members Excused: 
Jennifer Mortensen, Vice-Chair 
Jenny Sullivan 
Jeff Williams 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio 

Commission Members Absent: 
N/A 

Staff Present: 
Reuben McKnight 
Susan Johnson 
Paige Rooney 
Mary Crabtree 

Others Present: 
David Schaub 
Austin Kelley 
Josh Kropf 
Stacey Garrett 
 

Chair Bartoy called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Mr. McKnight reported that one written comment was received regarding 421 N. Sheridan and was included in the 
agenda packet. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA  

The agenda was approved as submitted. 

A. Excusal of Absences 

• Jennifer Mortensen 
• Jenny Sullivan 
• Jeff Williams 
• Leah Jaggars 

B. Approval of Minutes 

There were no minutes for approval.  

  
MINUTES (Draft) 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning and Development Services Department 
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C. Administrative Review  

• 1934 Pacific Ave – sign relocation 
• 721 Pacific Ave – exterior repainting 
• 608 N. Ainsworth – 2 vinyl windows replaced with wood sashes 
• 811 N. Ainsworth – minor window shifts (new design) 

5. NOMINATIONS TO THE TACOMA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

A. 720 Sixth Avenue 

Ms. Rooney read the staff report as provided in the packet. 

Commissioner Hilsendeger moved that the Landmarks Preservation Commission adopt the analysis as findings and 
schedule the 720 6th Avenue nomination for a public hearing and future consideration at a tentative hearing date of 
October 12, 2022. Commissioner Hart seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

6. DESIGN REVIEW 

A. 421 N. Sheridan Ave 
New construction 

Mr. McKnight read the staff report as provided in the packet.  

Mr. Schaub provided additional information on the proposal. 

George Zeno arrived here at 5:48 p.m. 

Commissioner Cade asked whether there are windows on the back elevation and if the design is for one unit or two. 

Commissioner Hilsendeger asked about the right side elevation and if there will be one more window added to the 
design. She wanted to clarify because this elevation was a concern at a prior review, and the lack of windows is 
contradictory to what is seen in this district. She also asked Mr. Schaub if this is the maximum amount of windows that 
could be added to this elevation. 

Commissioner Cade expressed that the proximity of the neighboring house would not be an issue with the addition of 
blinds or curtains, but she is concerned about the amount of natural light in the house. 

Chair Bartoy summarized the Commissioners’ thoughts about the fenestration. 

Commissioner Hilsendeger reiterated that the large blank space is out of character for the neighborhood. Commissioner 
Cade agreed. 

Commissioner Hart suggested adding opportunity to tie in more symmetry. 

Mr. McKnight outlined the Commission’s options moving forward. 

Commissioner Hart moved that the Landmarks Preservation Commission defer its decision on the application at 421 N. 
Sheridan, pending the submittal of additional information of updates to exterior elevations based on the feedback from 
the Commission about the fenestration, which would be approved with an expedited administrative staff review. 
Commissioner Hilsendeger seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

B. 904 N. Ainsworth 
Window replacements 

Ms. Johnson read the staff review as provided in the packet.  

Commissioner Schloesser asked about the recommendation to approve vinyl windows. 
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Commissioner Hart moved that the Landmarks Preservation Commission approve the application for window 
replacements at 904 N. Ainsworth as presented, finding that the proposal is consistent with the applicable North Slope 
Historic District Design Guidelines as included in the analysis. Commissioner Morganroth seconded the motion. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

C. 402 N. Sheridan 
Exterior stairs, painting 

Ms. Johnson read the staff report as provided in the packet. 

Mr. Kelley provided additional comments. 

Commissioner Cade asked for more clarification about what the owner envisions for the exterior staircase. 

Commissioner Hilsendeger appreciates the care put into this property and asked if the team considered other paint 
scheme options other than black and white. She stated that this color scheme stands out as out of character, and the 
white paint hides some design details. Commissioner Hart agrees that the lack of color is apparent and is not appropriate 
for the historical context, and wants to see more colors that highlight the interesting design details. Commissioner Cade 
agrees with Commissioners Hilsendeger and Hart. 

Commissioner Hart stated that when looking at paint schemes, it is important to remember that this house is a statement 
piece and the architectural details should be highlighted. 

Chair Bartoy agrees with the Commissioners about the paint scheme and stated that additional research should be 
done regarding the historical paint scheme. He also stated that there needs to be more information regarding the 
staircase and how it will be situated against the structure. 

Mr. McKnight clarified that there was a miscommunication between staff and the applicant because the North Slope 
Historic District doesn't review paint, but the individual landmark status does.  

Mr. Kelly indicated that the shingle replacement was part of their plans, and Mr. McKnight stated that this would be an 
in-kind replacement that would not be brought forward for formal review. 

Commissioner Morganroth asked if the Commission reviews paint colors only if a property is a landmark and not just 
within a district. 

Mr. Kelley asked about next steps in regard to the color scheme of the house. 

Chair Bartoy responded and summarized the Commissioners’ comments. 

Commissioner Schloesser moved that the Landmarks Preservation Commission defer the application for 402 N. 
Sheridan Avenue, pending submittal of the staircase representation to the building and different color palettes for the 
exterior. Commissioner Hart seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

The Landmarks Preservation Commission recessed at 6:36 p.m. and reconvened at 6:42 p.m. 

7. BOARD BRIEFINGS 

A. Rialto Theater (310 S. 9th St.) 
Parapet repairs, roofing 

Ms. Johnson read the staff report as provided in the packet. 

Mr. Kropf provided additional information on current conditions and repairs. 

Commissioner Hart asked about the condition of the terracotta and if the plan is to replace the missing pieces. 

Chair Bartoy asked about the removed terracotta pieces on the backside of the parapet and if they are original, and 
asked if there are other removed pieces in another location. 
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Ms. Garrett outlined their overall goal of getting the space back to what it should be and information on the removed 
pieces. 

Commissioner Hilsendeger asked if the team is looking to reinstall these pieces. 

Ms. Johnson clarified that these removed pieces are extremely fragile and deteriorated, and recommends replacement. 

Mr. McKnight clarified that they wanted to inform the Commission about the investigative work on the building and the 
removal of the plywood boxes on the roof. If this results in a visual impact to the building, it will be brought forward to 
the Commission. 

8. BOARD BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION ITEMS 

A. Hybrid meeting format 

Mr. McKnight reported that the Commission will begin hybrid meetings in October and asked for Commissioners’ 
thoughts. 

Discussion ensued regarding if Commissioners will be in person or virtual and if there will be a mask mandate for in-
person attendees. 

B. Upcoming recruitment/term ends 

Mr. McKnight reported that there are five positions on the Commission that the City is recruiting for. 

Discussion ensued regarding the application, clarification about term limits, if Commissioners who are already on the 
Commission need to reapply, and if they have to go through the interview process again. 

C. Equity Committee updates 

Mr. McKnight stated that he added this section to the agenda as a standing item for any future updates. 

Commissioner Zeno stated that he and Commissioner Sullivan have not met since the last conversation because they 
are still trying to figure out what the committee will look like, whether it be something the Commission does as a whole 
or isolated into its own advisory group. 

Mr. McKnight provided comments about how the Equity Committee and the Commission as a whole can help set the 
table for future policy changes. 

D. Events & Activities 

• The Lincoln District Historic Property Survey: Final Public Meeting has been scheduled for Thursday, October 
13, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. Results from the 2022 survey project will be presented. 

9. CHAIR COMMENTS 

Mr. McKnight provided a brief update on where the College Park recommendation currently stands. 

Commissioner Zeno mentioned that he attended the recent Planning Commission meeting, thanked Mr. McKnight and 
staff, and commented that more learning and development needs to happen regarding equity. 

Commissioner Cade stated that she is concerned regarding the information the Planning Commission is receiving and 
how it has been reflecting directly or indirectly on the North Slope District, and she asked if there would be another 
opportunity to submit comments to the Planning Commission. 

Chair Bartoy also thanked Staff for their involvement with the Planning Commission and College Park recommendation. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:37 p.m. 
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Members 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Jennifer Mortensen, Vice Chair 
Jonathan Hart 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Alex Morganroth 
Lysa Schloesser 
Jenny Sullivan 
Jeff Williams 
George Zeno 
Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio 

Staff 
Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer 
Susan Johnson, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Paige Rooney, Historic Preservation Intern 
Mary Crabtree, Administrative Assistant 

 

Date: September 28, 2022   
Location: Virtual Zoom Webinar  

Commission Members in Attendance: 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Jonathan Hart 
Lysa Schloesser 
Jenny Sullivan 
George Zeno  
Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio (arrived at 5:39 p.m.) 

Commissioner Members Excused: 
Jennifer Mortensen, Vice-Chair 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Alex Morganroth 

Commission Members Absent: 
Jeff Williams 

Staff Present: 
Reuben McKnight 
Susan Johnson 
Mary Crabtree 
Paige Rooney 

Others Present: 
Greg Kuraspediani 

Chair Bartoy called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m. 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Mr. McKnight reported that two written comments were received and were included in the packet. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA  

The agenda was approved as submitted. 

A. Excusal of Absences 

• Jennifer Mortensen 
• Sarah Hilsendeger 
• Alex Morganroth 

B. Approval of Minutes 

There were no minutes for approval. 

C. Administrative Review 

There were no administrative reviews. 

  
MINUTES (Draft) 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning and Development Services Department 
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5. SPECIAL GUEST 

A. Drena Sellers, Office of Equity and Human Rights CBC Liaison 

Mr. McKnight introduced Drena Sellers and noted that her title was incorrect on the agenda.  

Ms. Sellers outlined her role at the City and her goals. 

Commissioner Cade asked Ms. Sellers to clarify her comment about historical racism regarding College Park as well 
as diversity on the Commission. 

Commissioner Hart provided comments about the importance of understanding the redlining maps that Ms. Sellers 
mentioned. 

Chair Bartoy discussed the Commission’s prior efforts regarding equity. 

Commissioner Zeno asked how the Commission can be more informed and learn about the people who influence the 
policies and direction of the City. 

Ms. Sellers stated that she has additional resources and information she can share to help answer these questions. 

6. DESIGN REVIEW 

A. 1109 N. 7th 
Front elevation alterations 

Mr. McKnight read the staff report as provided in the packet.  

Mr. Kuraspediani provided additional information regarding the sidelights.  

Chair Bartoy asked if the windows that were approved to be replaced are non-historic. 

Mr. McKnight clarified that the previous owner did not have permits for the work that was previously done on the house. 

Commissioner Cade asked if it is possible to incorporate sidelights around the left door. 

Mr. Kuraspediani noted that he is open to the sidelight and is fine with the ssingle-dooroption.  

Mr. McKnight asked for clarification on the door options. 

Chair Bartoy stated that the sidelights look historic, are character-defining for the entry, and should be retained. He 
added that he cannot see the Commission approving the removal of the sidelights because it goes against the North 
Slope District guidelines. 

Commissioner Cade agrees that the sidelights are historic and should be preserved. She has no problem with the door 
on the left having no sidelights. 

Mr. McKnight summarized the Commissioners’ thoughts and concerns. 

Commissioner Hart asked for clarification about the historic door and the lite above the door. 

Chair Bartoy stated that the Commission had no strong feelings about the door without the sidelights and encouraged 
Mr. Kuraspediani to propose the opening he wants to the Commission. 

Commissioner Hart moved the Landmarks Preservation Commission approve the application 1109 N 7th Street for the 
option of replacing the single door while retaining the sidelights and replacing the current double door with a single door 
and infilling with the appropriate siding, as indicated in guidelines. Commissioner Sullivan seconded the motion. The 
motion passed unanimously. 
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7. BOARD BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION ITEMS 

A. Equity Committee updates 

Mr. McKnight made comments about the Equity Committee and how it can be significant and build momentum for the 
work of the Commission. 

Commissioner Zeno explained why he inquired about the Equity Committee and what can be done to share knowledge. 

Commissioner Sullivan agreed with Commissioner Zeno and added that preservation goes beyond the built 
environment. 

Commissioner Hart asked if other groups outside of the Commission would be involved to have a more holistic 
conversation. 

Commissioner Cade agreed with Commissioner Sullivan that preservation is about who and what shaped the City. She 
also asked if it would be possible to have a meeting as a Commission devoted to the topic of equity. 

Discussion ensued regarding interest in a retreat.  

B. Events & Activities 

• Lincoln District Historic Property Survey: Final Public Meeting has been scheduled for Thursday, October 13, 
2022, at 5:30 p.m. Results from the 2022 survey project will be presented. 

• Tacoma History Quest will be going on during the month of October. This virtual scavenger hunt will have 10 
clues/questions, with swag prizes from a drawing of participants. Coming soon to social media. 

• Several Pretty Gritty history videos are in progress and coming soon. 

Commissioner Zeno stated that 2024 is the 50th anniversary of the Boldt decision and asked if this is something the 
Commission plans to commemorate. Chair Bartoy shared that several years prior, the Commission held the Historic 
Preservation Awards in the Boldt Courtroom. 

Mr. McKnight appreciates the reminder of this and stated that this should be on the radar for next year. He also added 
that collaboration with the tribe to find other places to landmark would be beneficial. 

8. CHAIR COMMENTS 

Chair Bartoy corrected his comment at the previous meeting about the processes for staff review. Extended staff review 
requires three days, not one day as previously stated. 

Chair Bartoy reminded the Commission that they will be moving to the hybrid format for the next meeting. 

Mr. McKnight stated that Vice-Chair Mortensen has a standing conflict and will not be attending the next several 
meetings. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:08 p.m. 
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Members 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Jennifer Mortensen, Vice-Chair 
Jonathan Hart 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Alex Morganroth 
Lysa Schloesser 
Jenny Sullivan 
Jeff Williams 
George Zeno 
Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio 

Staff 
Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer 
Susan Johnson, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Paige Rooney, Historic Preservation Intern 
Mary Crabtree, Administrative Assistant 

 

Date: October 12, 2022   
Location: Hybrid – Conference Room 243, 747 Market Street, Tacoma WA 98402 & Zoom Webinar 

Commission Members in Attendance: 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Alex Morganroth 
Lysa Schloesser 
Jenny Sullivan (arrived at 5:34 p.m.) 
Jeff Williams 
George Zeno 
Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio 

Commissioner Members Excused: 
Jennifer Mortensen, Vice-Chair 
Jonathan Hart 

Commission Members Absent: 
N/A 

Staff Present: 
Reuben McKnight 
Susan Johnson 
Mary Crabtree 
Paige Rooney 

Others Present: 
Timothy Jennrich 

Chair Bartoy called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Mr. McKnight reported that no written comments were received for public comment. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA  

The agenda was approved as submitted. 

A. Excusal of Absences 

• Jennifer Mortensen 
• Jonathan Hart 

B. Approval of Minutes 

There were no minutes for approval. 

C. Administrative Review  

There were no administrative reviews. 

  
MINUTES (Draft) 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning and Development Services Department 
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5. PUBLIC HEARING 

A. Nomination to Tacoma Register of Historic Places 

i. 720 6th Avenue, Virges Apartments 

Chair Bartoy called the public hearing to order at 5:34 p.m. 

Ms. Rooney read the staff report as provided in the packet. 

Commissioner Sullivan arrived here at 5:34 p.m. 

Chair Bartoy called for testimony. The following individuals testified: 

1. Brett Santhuff 
2. Alexa Hermann 

Commissioner Williams asked how many units are in the building and how much of the total ownership supports this 
nomination. 

Chair Bartoy closed the public hearing at 5:46 p.m. 

Chair Bartoy expressed appreciation for the nomination as it is a testament to Tacoma’s history of apartments and 
density. Commissioners Cade and Hilsendeger agreed with Chair Bartoy. 

Mr. Santhuff provided additional remarks regarding the Commissioners’ comments.  

Commissioner Williams moved that the Landmarks Preservation Commission recommend to the City Council that 720 
6th Avenue be included on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places finding that it meets Criteria A, C, E, and F. 
Commissioner Sullivan seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

6. DESIGN REVIEW 

A. 1220 N. I Street 
Rooftop solar panels 

Ms. Johnson read the staff report as provided in the packet.  

Mr. Jennrich provided additional comments on the proposal. 

Commissioner Cade requested clarification regarding the positioning of the house above the sidewalk. 

Mr. Jennrich explained that there are several steps from the sidewalk to the porch. 

Commissioner Sullivan moved that the Landmarks Preservation Commission find that the design for 1220 N I Street 
meets the applicable design guidelines and approve the proposed roof-mounted solar panels, as submitted. 
Commissioner Zeno seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

7. BOARD BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION ITEMS 

A. Equity Committee updates 

There was no Equity Committee update. 

B. Events & Activities 

• Lincoln District Historic Property Survey: Final Public Meeting has been scheduled for Thursday, October 13, 
2022, at 5:30 p.m. Results from the 2022 survey project will be presented. 

• Tacoma Noir, a virtual, fictional mystery based on actual Tacoma history, is going on now. Listeners can try to 
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solve the mystery and enter for a chance to win small prizes. More information at Pretty Gritty Tours and on 
Tacoma Culture social media accounts.   

• Tacoma History Quest will be going on during the month of November. Coming soon to social media. 

8. CHAIR COMMENTS 

Mr. McKnight provided an update on the presentation provided to the Planning Commission regarding the College Park 
Historic District nomination, noting that the Planning Commission expressed opposition. 

Commissioner Williams asked about the current status of the Rust Mansion. Mr. McKnight provided an update, noting 
the previous unpermitted work, communications with City staff, the permit issued, elements that were removed, and 
ongoing work. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:10 p.m. 
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Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning & Development Services Department 
 

 
 
STAFF REPORT  March 22, 2023 

 
DESIGN REVIEW  
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 5A:  405 6TH Ave (Walker Apartments) 
 
 
BACKGROUND  
Built in 1927, the Walker Apartments Building at 405 6th Avenue is individually listed on the Tacoma Historic 
Register.  The building was designed by Tacoma architect Roland Borhek, and is significant as a 
representation of “upscale apartment living” in Tacoma, with its most distinctive visual element being its 
sandstone clad façade.   
 
The proposed project is related to a proposed new construction project on the adjacent lot and would infill 
the window openings on the north (side) elevation, remove a remnant brick masonry wall along the north 
property line, and move the existing non-historic mechanical duct (added within the last ten years) to the 
rear of the building within the existing light well. 
 
STANDARDS 
As an individually listed landmark on the Tacoma Register, the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation will apply. The most pertinent standards for this project are: 
 
2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials 
or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 
 
10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if 
removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would 
be unimpaired. 
 
ANALYSIS 

1. The Walker Apartments building is a locally listed landmark structure. As such, exterior work is 
subject to review by the Landmarks Preservation Commission pursuant to TMC 13.05.040. 

2. The existing mechanical duct is non-historic and its relocation to the rear of the building will not 
affect historic materials. 

3. While the windows along the interior lot line are historic, they are not located on the façade of the 
building and are not character-defining.  Moreover, the windows are located on the property line, 
and infill is required to accommodate new construction. Therefore, infill of these windows is 
acceptable. 

4. The removal of the remnant masonry does not affect the historic integrity of the building, as it is 
associated with a previous structure on the adjacent lot; therefore it will not affect the historic 
materials of the Walker Apartments. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the application as submitted. 
 
Recommended language for approval: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission adopt the analysis as findings and approve the design 
as submitted. 
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February 22, 2023 
Landmarks Preservation Commission staff report 
Page 2 of 2 
 
 
Recommended language for denial: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission find that the proposed alterations do not meet the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation [cite specific standards] and deny the application. 
 
Recommended language for deferral: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission defer the application, pending additional information 
to be submitted by the applicant, including [list specific information or submittals required to render a 
decision]. 
 
 
 
BOARD BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 6A: Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee 
Commissioners 
 
This is a standing agenda item for updates and discussion related to the activities of the Equity 
Committee. 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 6B: Events and Activities Update 
Paige Rooney 

 
1. The annual Preservation Awards nomination form is live. Nominations can be submitted using 

Google Forms through May 3. The press release with more information is included in meeting 
packet. 

2. Reminder: “Fields of Memories: Celebrating Tacoma’s Baseball History” event will be Saturday, 
March 25. More information is included at the end of the meeting packet. 
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Celebrating Tacoma’s Baseball History
March 25, 2023  |   Cheney Stadium

1904 Tacoma Tigers of the six-team Class A Pacific Coast League (highest minor league at the time), 
won the PCL championship led by pitchers Bobby Keefe and Orvie Overall, who won 34 and 32 games respectively.  
The Tigers finished first in both halves of a 224-game split season, posting a 66–46 record for the first half and a  
64–48 mark for the second.

The Tacoma Tigers played at Athletic Park in the Class B Northwestern League. Baseball Hall of Fame pitcher, Joe McGinnity (8th from the left), pitched and managed the 
team. Left to Right: Unknown, Harry Kurfess (P), Dave Kraft, Clyde Keller, Bill Harris, Piers, Frank West (1B), Joe McGinnity (Mgr), Helmecker (P), Jerry Girot (P), Fred 
McMullin (2B), Abbot (CF), Virgil Belford (P), Edward Fries (RF), Cy Neighbors, Lorenz, Yohr (3B) and Ten Million (LF). 
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DONATE TO SUPPORT THE MUSEUM

Four of the greatest home run hitters in Tacoma’s baseball history include L. to r. Lou Balsano (K Street-1920’s), Morry Abbott (Tacoma Tigers-1930’s), Dick Greco 
(Tacoma Tigers-1940’s) and Adrian Garrett of the Tacoma Cubs, who led the PCL in 1971 with 43 round-trippers. 

www.TacomaSportsMuseum.com

Throughout the years, Tacoma-Pierce County has been fortunate to receive acclaim and 
publicity thanks to the national and international caliber of athletes and teams. There has never 
been one place in which these athletes, as well as the countless number of other recreational, 
amateur and professional athletes could be recognized for the distinction they have brought 
or will bring to our community. Under the auspices of the Tacoma Athletic Commission, which 
was founded in 1943 and dedicated to the promotion of amateur athletics and civic better-

ment, and a generous contribution by Fred Shanaman, Jr., the museum became a reality when it opened in October 1994.

Support the Museum Today

When you support the museum’s efforts to preserve the rich sports history of Tacoma-Pierce County, your contribution 
helps maintain the virtual museum archives including:

• Photo and artifact catalog (with over 6,000 archived documents)
• Old-school sports programs (more being added from personal donations)
• The Locker Room Chat interview series (several new interviews to come in 2023)
• Tacoma-Pierce County Sports Hall of Fame (an excellent archive honoring our area’s best athletes)
• Sports Spotlite quarterly newsletter (articles about athletes and events that shaped Tacoma history)
• Clay Huntington Broadcast Center (listen and watch historic radio and TV clips)
• Scrapbooks (view decades-old histories via personal scrapbooks donated to the museum)

The Amocats (Tacoma spelled backwards) were formed in 1901, one year before 
the West Coast Grocery Company adopted the same name for its specialty-
packed goods such as coffee and spices. Their last season was 1906, when they 
finished with a 24–3 record.
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Fields of Memories – Celebrating Tacoma’s Baseball History
Program:
1:00  Welcome by Susan Johnson/Paige Rooney who then introduce video
  CRACK OF THE BAT: A HISTORY OF BASEBALL IN TACOMA/PIERCE COUNTY

1:00–5:00pm Memorabilia available for viewing the entire afternoon

1:05–1:35pm Video—Crack of the Bat: A History of Baseball in Tacoma-Pierce County
  Questions from the public—Mike Curto and Marc Blau 

1:30–2:30pm Player autographs: Wes Stock, Jim Nettles, Mike Brooks and Bob Christofferson

1:35-2:30pm Mike Curto interviews Doug Sisk, Rick Borchers, Steve Gajkowski and Gary Nicholson

2:30–3:00pm Break—View memorabilia and take tours
  Replay: Crack of the Bat: A History of Baseball in Tacoma-Pierce County 
  Questions from the public—Mike Curto and Marc Blau 

3:00–3:45pm Mike Curto interviews: Wes Stock, Jim Nettles, Mike Brooks and Bob Christofferson

3:00–4:00pm Player autographs: Doug Sisk, Rick Borchers, Steve Gajkowski and Gary Nicholson

3:45–4:15pm All players sign autographs
  Replay: Crack of the Bat: A History of Baseball in Tacoma-Pierce County 

4:15–5:00pm Memorabilia available for viewing

Welcome to the City of Destiny
Tacoma is rich with culture, history, archaeological resources, and historic architecture. From the 

earliest Native American inhabitants to waves of immigrants from around the world, many peoples 
contributed to Tacoma’s cultural landscapes and the city that we live in today. The Historic Preservation 
Office is dedicated to preserving that legacy. The City of Tacoma has one of Washington’s oldest historic 
preservation programs, dating back to 1973. In 1974, Old City Hall became the first building on the Tacoma 
Register of Historic Places, followed closely by Union Station. Since then, the Tacoma Register of Historic 
Places has grown to include more than 190 properties, sites and places, as well as nine historic districts.

For more information, please visit http://www.cityoftacoma.org/historicpreservation

In 1910, 150 petitions were distributed to 
recall Tacoma’s Mayor A. V. Fawcett. Accord-
ing to The Tacoma Daily News (January 17, 
1910), a list of seven charges were filed 
against the mayor and concerned citizens 
showed support for the recall in different 
ways. South Tacoma resident, Andrew Hazen, 
left front, George A. Karpach (standing) and an 
unidentified friend, wore baseball uniforms 
with RECALL emblazoned on the front 
while posing for a photographer at Sterling 
Studio in downtown Tacoma. The letter “A” is 
somewhat bolder than the others which may 
have alluded to the beginning of the mayor’s 
first name, Angelo. The ornately carved wood 
chair provided Hazen and his friends with a 
prop and the baseball mitts added a look of 
reality. Mr. Hazen was about to begin a career 
at Atlas Foundry that spanned 44 years.  

Baseball Slang
Golden Sombrero—A batter who strikes out four times in the same 
game is said to wear the golden sombrero.

Painting the black—When a pitcher throws the ball over the edge 
of the plate.

Rabbit ears—Referred to an umpire who hears and responds to 
every comment by fans, players and coaches.

Salary wing—Pitching arm. Without your arm you won’t make any 
money.

Tater—A home run.

Tools of ignorance—The catcher’s equipment: shinguards, chest 
protector, helmet, mask and glove.

Uncle Charlie—Curve ball.
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