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Members 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Jennifer Baersten, Vice-Chair 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Laurel McQuade 
Alex Morganroth 
Bryan Rousseau 
Lysa Schloesser 
Jenny Sullivan 
George Zeno 
Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio 

Staff 
Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer 
Susan Johnson, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Paige Rooney, Historic Preservation Intern 
Mary Crabtree, Administrative Assistant 

INFORMATION ABOUT VIRTUAL MEETINGS 
 

This meeting will be conducted both in-person and virtually. The meeting will occur in the Tacoma Municipal Building, 747 Market St., Room 243 and 
can also be attended at https://zoom.us/j/88592995176, or by dialing +1 (253) 215-8782  and entering the meeting ID 885 9299 5176 when prompted. 
 
Microphones will be muted and cameras turned off for all participants during the meeting, except for the Commissioners and presenters. 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS  PAGE # TIME 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Written comments are accepted on agenda items via e-mail and must be submitted by 12:00 p.m. on the meeting day. Please e-mail your 
comments to landmarks@cityoftacoma.org, put in the subject line “LPC Meeting 2/22/23”, and clearly indicate which agenda item(s) you are 
addressing. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Excusal of Absences 

B. Approval of Minutes: 04/13/22, 04/27/22, 05/11/22, & 05/25/22   

C. Administrative Review: N/A 

5. NOMINATIONS TO THE TACOMA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES    

A. Willamette Casket Company Building Michael Sullivan 23 10 m 
2916-2926 S. Steele St. 

6. DESIGN REVIEW 

A. 715 N. Ainsworth Ave (NSHD) Castulo Figueroa 51 15 m 
Remodel 

7. BOARD BRIEFINGS 

A. 5210 S. State St. (White Shield Home) SURGE Tacoma 78 15 m 
Proposed renovation, options for addition 

8. BOARD BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION ITEMS 

A. Equity Committee updates Commission  5 m 

B. Events & Activities Staff 21 5 m 

9. CHAIR COMMENTS 

 
Agenda 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning and Development Services Department 

Date: February 22, 2023 
Time: 5:30 p.m. 
Location: Hybrid (see below) 
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Members 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Jennifer Mortensen, Vice-Chair 
Jonathan Hart 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Alex Morganroth 
Lysa Schloesser 
Jenny Sullivan 
Carol Sundstrom 
Jeff Williams 
George Zeno 
Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio 

Staff 
Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer 
Susan Johnson, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Mary Crabtree, Administrative Assistant 

 

Date: April 13, 2022   
Location: Virtual Zoom Webinar  

Commission Members in Attendance: 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Jennifer Mortensen, Vice-Chair 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Alex Morganroth 
Lysa Schloesser 
Jeff Williams 
Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
 
Commissioner Members Excused: 
Jonathan Hart 
George Zeno 

Commission Members Absent: 
Jenny Sullivan 
Carol Sundstrom 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio 

Staff Present: 
Reuben McKnight 
Susan Johnson 
Mary Crabtree 

Others Present: 
Alicia Lawver 
Anthony Guido 
Duke York 
 

Chair Bartoy called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS 

2. ROLL CALL  

3. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) convened to an executive session pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(i) 
at 5:33 p.m., not to exceed 20 minutes. 

Steve Victor, Deputy City Attorney, was present. 

The Executive Session concluded, and the LPC meeting reconvened at 5:53 p.m. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA  

The agenda was approved as submitted. 

  
MINUTES (Draft) 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning and Development Services Department 
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A. Excusal of Absences 
• Jonathan Hart 
• George Zeno 

B. Approval of Minutes: N/A 

There were no minutes to approve. 

C. Administrative Review  
• 414 N. J St. 
• 1112 N. 4th St. 
• Lincoln High School retaining wall 
• 511 N L St. 

5. DEMOLITION REVIEW 
A. Gault Middle School 

Mr. McKnight read the staff report as provided in the packet.  

Ms. Lawver provided information regarding demolition and the release of the Request for Proposal (RFP). 

Vice-Chair Mortensen asked which buildings were reviewed and demolished. 

Commissioner Williams moved that the landmarks preservation commission recommend the main building of Gault 
Middle School to be formally reviewed as an individual landmark, including Criteria A, C, and G for significance. 
Commissioner Hilsendeger seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously. 

6. DESIGN REVIEW 
A. 811 N. Ainsworth (North Slope Historic District) 

New construction 

Mr. McKnight read the staff report as provided in the packet. 

Commissioner Schloesser asked if the applicant is the original demolisher. 

Commissioner Cade asked if the elevation that faces Ainsworth was expanded. 

Vice-Chair Mortensen noted that there was an addition that was approved but not yet built, which is why the design 
looks wider. She also stated that she is not supportive of moving the entrance from the front as well as the changed 
pitches in the roofline. Commissioners Williams and Hilsendeger agreed with Vice-Chair Mortensen. 

Commissioner Cade would like to see something like what was approved previously and what was there before. Mr. 
McKnight spoke to Commissioner Cade’s concerns. Commissioner Cade stated that they should restore what should 
still be there and asked what an appropriate new construction would look like here. 

Vice-Chair Mortensen spoke on unsanctioned demolitions. Commissioner Williams echoed Vice-Chair Mortensen.  

Commissioner Williams moved that the Landmarks Preservation Commission deny the application as proposed for 811 
N Ainsworth. Commissioner Morganroth seconded the motion. 

Discussion ensued regarding more clarity that could be provided from the applicant, guidance for the denial, using the 
original plans from 2016 for reference. 

The motion passed with the following votes: 
Ayes: 5 – Hilsendeger, Mortensen, Morganroth, Schloesser, Williams 
Nays: 1 – Bartoy 
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Vice-Chair Mortensen commented on seeing a different front window in the next design.  

Commissioner Williams echoed Vice-Chair Mortensen’s claims and suggested going back to the 2016 design in order 
to give proper feedback. 

The Landmarks Preservation Commission recessed at 6:48 p.m. and reconvened at 6:54 p.m. 

7. FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
A. College Park Historic District 

Mr. McKnight outlined the staff report as provided in the packet. 

Vice-Chair Mortensen brought up the comment about evidence of redlining and noted that other things have contributed 
to inequity in housing than just redlining. 

Vice-Chair Mortensen moved that the Landmarks Preservation Commission adopt the proposed Findings and 
Recommendations as presented. Commissioner Williams seconded the motion. The motion passed with the following 
votes: 
Ayes:  5 – Hilsendeger, Mortensen, Morganroth, Schloesser, Williams 
Nays:  1 – Bartoy 

Mr. McKnight clarified next steps. 

8. BOARD BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
A. Events & Activities 

• Preservation Month is May and the theme is “Many Voices, Many Stories”. 
• Preservation Awards Ceremony on May 28, 2022 

B. HP Month Preservation Awards discussion 

The Commission discussed what day the Awards will take place and the categories for the awards. 

Discussion ensued regarding keeping the award categories the same and recognizing Commissioner support at the 
ceremony. 

C. Public Comment 

The Commission acknowledged the receipt of public comments received on Gault Middle School and the proposed 
College Park Historic District. 

9. CHAIR COMMENTS 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 

*These minutes are not a direct transcription of the meeting, but rather a brief capture. For full-length audio 
recording of the meeting, please visit: http://www.cityoftacoma.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=169&pageId=67980 
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Members 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Jennifer Mortensen, Vice-Chair 
Jonathan Hart 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Alex Morganroth 
Lysa Schloesser 
Jenny Sullivan 
Jeff Williams 
George Zeno 
Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio 

Staff 
Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer 
Susan Johnson, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Mary Crabtree, Administrative Assistant 

 

Date: April 27, 2022   
Location: Virtual Zoom Webinar  

Commission Members in Attendance: 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Jennifer Mortensen, Vice-Chair 
Jonathan Hart 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Lysa Schloesser 
Jeff Williams 
George Zeno (arrived late at 5:52 p.m.) 
Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio 

Commission Members Excused: 
Alex Morganroth 
Jenny Sullivan 

Commission Members Absent: 
N/A 

Staff Present: 
Susan Johnson 
Mary Crabtree 
Elliott Barnett 

Others Present: 
Jared Bonea 
Jose Gallardo 

Chair Bartoy called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m. 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS 

2. ROLL CALL  

3. CONSENT AGENDA  

The agenda was approved as submitted. 

A. Excusal of Absences 
• Alex Morganroth 
• Jenny Sullivan 

B. Approval of Minutes: 10/27/21, 11/10/21, 12/08/21, 01/12/22 

The minutes of the October 27, 2021, November 10, 2021, December 8, 2021, and January 12, 2022, meetings were 
approved as submitted. 

C. Administrative Review  

• There were no administrative reviews. 

  
MINUTES (Draft) 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning and Development Services Department 
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4. DESIGN REVIEW 
A. 723 North M Street 

Proposed rooftop solar panels 

Ms. Johnson read the staff report as provided in the packet. 

Mr. Gallardo provided comments regarding the panels and clarified that they will be flush with the roof. 

Commissioner Cade requested a front photo of the house showing where the panels will be seen. 

Commissioner Williams asked if the portion of the roof that faces the street is the flat portion of the roof. 

Vice-Chair Mortensen moved that the Landmarks Preservation Commission find that the design for 723 N. M Street 
meets the applicable design guidelines and approve the proposed roof-mounted solar panels, as submitted. 
Commissioner Williams seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

5. BOARD BRIEFINGS 
A. Home in Tacoma  

Updates, next steps 

Ms. Johnson read the staff report as provided in the packet. 

Commissioner Zeno arrived here, at 5:52 p.m. 

Mr. Barnett provided an update on Home In Tacoma, including what the need is, the Affordable Housing Action Strategy, 
Phase 2 implementations, policy highlights, Tacoma’s new housing growth vision, neighborhood design and scale 
compatibility, and Council direction related to historic preservation. 

Chair Bartoy outlined the Landmarks Preservation Commission’s letter from 2021 and the recommendations that were 
made then and provided comments on how they connect with Phase 2. 

Commissioner Cade asked what research has been done to determine the number of properties that are investor-
owned in the City, and when engagement will take place in-person in order to receive public comment about Phase 2. 

Commissioner Hart asked what metric is used to determine density. 

Commissioner Hilsendeger asked about potentially avoiding abrupt scale changes, how this will be done, and what kind 
of feedback has been received from the building and development communities. 

Vice-Chair Mortensen asked about what mechanisms City Council is comfortable with regarding policy and demolition, 
and about salvage of buildings of a certain age and whether this will be considered in Phase 2. 

Commissioner Williams asked about engaging developers and builders with adaptive reuse. 

Commissioner Hart commented on far calculations for zoning and how this could be an issue. 

Commissioner Zeno brought up the goals and asked how health and environmental goals are related to these plans. 

Vice-Chair Mortensen asked about walkable communities and how important this is for the health of historic structures 
as well as how transportation is part of this. 

Commissioner Hart asked how urban planners are involved in Home in Tacoma and also commented that global studies 
of other cities that dealt with these issues might be helpful. 

Commissioner Cade asked Mr. Barnett to define what a neighborhood is. 

Commissioner Zeno asked if there is a consideration or protection for trees that might provide construction materials. 
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Chair Bartoy expressed his excitement for the Phase 2 engagement strategy and is happy to see the Commission’s 
comments included in this phase.  

6. BOARD BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
A. Public Comments 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of one public comment from a neighbor of the 811 Ainsworth property that was 
discussed at the April 13, 2022, meeting. 

Commissioner Cade asked about the schedule or deadline for the contractor to come back with a new design. 

B. Events & Activities 
• May is Historic Preservation Month and will include many events as well as the Historic Preservation Awards. 

7. CHAIR COMMENTS 

Commissioner Hilsendeger asked if Mr. McKnight could give an update on the Rust Mansion at the next meeting and if 
the restoration is moving forward properly. Commissioners Cade and Williams agreed. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:56 p.m. 

*These minutes are not a direct transcription of the meeting, but rather a brief capture. For full-length audio 
recording of the meeting, please visit: http://www.cityoftacoma.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=169&pageId=67980 
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Members 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Jennifer Mortensen, Vice-Chair 
Jonathan Hart 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Alex Morganroth 
Lysa Schloesser 
Jenny Sullivan 
Jeff Williams 
George Zeno 
Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio 

Staff 
Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer 
Susan Johnson, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Mary Crabtree, Administrative Assistant 

 

Date: May 11, 2022   
Location: Virtual Zoom Webinar  

Commission Members in Attendance: 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Jennifer Mortensen, Vice-Chair 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Alex Morganroth 
Lysa Schloesser 
Jenny Sullivan 
Jeff Williams 
George Zeno  
Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio 

Commission Members Excused: 
Jonathan Hart 

Commission Members Absent: 
N/A 

Staff Present: 
Reuben McKnight 
Susan Johnson 
Mary Crabtree 

Others Present: 
N/A 

Chair Bartoy called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS 

2. ROLL CALL  

3. CONSENT AGENDA  

The agenda was approved as submitted. 

A. Excusal of Absences 
• Jonathan Hart 

B. Approval of Minutes: N/A 

There were no minutes to approve. 

C. Administrative Review  
• 1009 N. 9th 

4. BOARD BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
A. Historic Preservation Awards nominations 

Ms. Johnson read the staff report as provided in the packet. 

  
MINUTES (Draft) 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning and Development Services Department 
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The Commission discussed each of the award categories. 

The final list of nominees for each category are as follows: 

Outstanding Achievement in Community Engagement 
• Kinsey African American Art & History Collection TAM (w/ eTc Tacoma); ETC; other businesses and 

organization together as advisories (follow-up with Cat Mason at TAM)  

Outstanding Achievement in Broadening Perspectives in Preservation 
• Buffalo Soldiers Museum 

Outstanding Achievement in Innovation in Preservation and Outreach 
• Tacoma Noir Mystery Series 

Outstanding Achievement in Partnerships in Preservation 
• Dickman Mill/Ghost Timbre 

Outstanding Achievement in Leadership in Preservation 
• Roger Johnson 

Outstanding Landmark Nomination 
• Asberry House 

Outstanding Achievement in Residential Renovation 
• 832 N Steele 

Outstanding Achievement in Commercial Renovation 
• Law Offices/Big Value (26th and Alder) 

Outstanding Heritage/Legacy Business 
• Rankos Pharmacy 

Many Voices Many Stories 
• House on Fawcett (Grit City Mag) Merilee Tanbara 

Commissioner Williams moved to accept nominations. Chair Bartoy seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

5. CHAIR COMMENTS 

Mr. McKnight provided an update on the Rust Mansion renovations and explained that there is a stop work order on the 
property.  

The Commissioner discussed the general contractor on the project, penalties for owners and developers who do not 
get permits, what would happen if the owner puts the house on the market and it sells, titles for historic houses, and 
timeline. 

Chair Bartoy asked Mr. McKnight about starting hybrid meetings. Mr. McKnight asked how many Commissioners will 
be in person for future meetings and how many will be virtual. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 

*These minutes are not a direct transcription of the meeting, but rather a brief capture. For full-length audio 
recording of the meeting, please visit: http://www.cityoftacoma.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=169&pageId=67980 
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Members 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Jennifer Mortensen, Vice-Chair 
Jonathan Hart 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Alex Morganroth 
Lysa Schloesser 
Jenny Sullivan 
Jeff Williams 
George Zeno 
Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio 

Staff 
Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer 
Susan Johnson, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Mary Crabtree, Administrative Assistant 

 

Date: May 25, 2022   
Location: Virtual Zoom Webinar  

Commission Members in Attendance: 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Alex Morganroth 
Lysa Schloesser 
Jenny Sullivan 
George Zeno (arrived at 5:39 p.m.) 
Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio 

Commission Members Excused: 
Jennifer Mortensen, Vice-Chair 
Jonathan Hart 
Jeff Williams 

Commission Members Absent: 
N/A 

Staff Present: 
Reuben McKnight 
Susan Johnson 
Mary Crabtree 

Others Present: 
Caleb Blom 
Nick Holt 
Tyler York 

Chair Bartoy called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS 

2. ROLL CALL  

3. CONSENT AGENDA  

The agenda was approved as submitted. 

A. Excusal of Absences 
• Jennifer Mortensen 
• Jonathan Hart 
• Jeff Williams 

B. Approval of Minutes: N/A 

There were no minutes for approval. 

C. Administrative Review  
• 824 N Grant 
• Lincoln High School Bowl restrooms  
• 516 N. L St.  
• 708 N. K St. 

  
MINUTES (Draft) 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning and Development Services Department 
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4. DESIGN REVIEW 
A. 911 N. J St.  

Window Replacement Project 

Ms. Johnson read the staff report as provided in the packet. 

Commissioner Zeno arrived here, at 5:52 p.m. 

Mr. Blom clarified that some windows have already been replaced previously and are not included in this proposal. 

Commissioner Cade asked if the windows that have already been replaced had a permit and if the owners considered 
the cost of repair versus replacement. 

Commissioner Morganroth requested clarification on the cost of repair and condition and stated he would want to see 
those costs before approving. Commissioner Cade agreed. 

Chair Bartoy agreed with Commissioners Morganroth and Cade and commented that some of the windows did not 
appear to be unrepairable. 

Commissioner Morganroth moved that the Landmarks Preservation Commission defer the application for window 
replacement at 911 N. J Street pending additional information on cost of repair and condition of the original windows. 
Commissioner Hilsendeger seconded the motion.  

Discussion ensued regarding clarification on the deferment, whether this project will be presented in the future by Mr. 
Blom or by the homeowner. 

The motion was passed unanimously. 

5. BOARD BRIEFINGS 
A. 811 N. Ainsworth  

Revised Design Feedback Briefing 

Mr. McKnight read the staff report as provided in the packet. 

Mr. York provided background. information 

Commissioner Cade requested elaboration on the things that could not be changed due to engineering constraints. 

Chair Bartoy asked about the discussion at the last meeting regarding the shed roof dormer, if there are any thoughts 
about that feature being kept in the design, and about the footprint and if there is an increase in the overall footprint. 

6. BOARD BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
A. Events and Activities 

• Historic Preservation Awards ceremony will be held on May 26, 2022 

7. CHAIR COMMENTS 

Mr. McKnight provided information on the Rust Museum, noting that staff reviewed the proposal and determined that 
the work consisted of repair and that there will be no material or visual change. The permit for the rail repair has been 
issued. Commissioner Hilsendeger asked about paint color samples. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:27 p.m. 

*These minutes are not a direct transcription of the meeting, but rather a brief capture. For full-length audio 
recording of the meeting, please visit: http://www.cityoftacoma.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=169&pageId=67980 
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Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning & Development Services Department 
 

 
 
STAFF REPORT  February 22, 2023 

 
NOMINATION TO THE TACOMA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
 
General Procedural Notes: 
The properties on today’s agenda is nominated to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places.   
 
Tacoma Register listing follows procedures defined in 13.07.050, and consists of a minimum of two 
separate Commission meetings.  The initial meeting determines whether the property meets the threshold 
criteria in the ordinance for age and integrity.  If the Commission finds that the age and integrity standards 
are met, then the Commission may move to have the nomination scheduled for a public hearing and 
comment period, at which the public may enter comments into the record for consideration.  Following the 
comment period, the Commission may deliberate on the nomination for up to 45 days before 
recommending to City Council listing on the register, or denying the nomination.   
 
The purpose of this review is to determine whether the nominated properties meet the threshold criteria 
and should be scheduled for public testimony at a public hearing. 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 5A:  2916-2926 S. Steele Street 
Horizon Holdings I, LLC 
 
BACKGROUND  
The Willamette Casket Building at 2916-2926 South Steele Street is a masonry building constructed in 
three distinct phases over the course of its history. The principal portion, a mid-rise four-story building 
constructed in 1907, is an unreinforced brick masonry industrial building that includes a two-story boiler 
room (aka, Steam Plant) wing. Local architect Frederick Heath designed the 1907 portions. Later phases 
added to the footprint, creating the current irregular shaped plan. Proximity to railroad tracks also shaped 
the complex over time. Some of the character-defining features include the three projections from the 
principal building: the boiler stack, the enclosed exterior staircase, and the exterior freight elevator. The 
nominated building retains many of its original features on both the exterior and interior; however, the 
original windows have been removed and the openings are boarded over. The nomination includes the 
principal structure, historic additions, and accessory buildings/outbuildings. The nomination was prepared 
and submitted by Michael Sullivan, Ed Echtle and Russell Holter for the owner. 
 
The property is nominated under the following criteria: 

A: Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history, as an example of an early 20th century furniture and other wood products manufacturing 
concern from the period of Tacoma’s prominence in that industry. 

B: Is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past, as the Willamette Casket Building 
housed a succession of concerns involving significant business and civic leaders including furniture 
manufacturing pioneers Edwin F. Gregory (1862-1937) and Fremont Smith Harmon (1856-1936). 
In the time since its construction in 1907, hundreds of skilled woodworkers and related 
professionals worked in this complex, supporting themselves and their families. 

C: Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction, as an excellent example 
of innovative period industrial design, integrating a number of then-new fire safety and production 
efficiency features.  Its primary architect, Frederick Henry Heath (1861-1953), is a recognized 
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leader in regional architecture and designed many significant buildings in the city and throughout 
the region. 

And G*. Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristics, represents an established 
and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood or City; as one of the earliest concerns to locate in 
what became the south Center Street industrial area also known colloquially as “Nalley Valley.”  It 
remains a visual landmark as one of the few buildings rising several stories in the area. 

[*The nomination is submitted on an outdated form; Staff Report has been corrected from F. to G. 
with regard to the letter for the final criterion.] 

REQUESTED ACTION 
Determination of whether the property nominated to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places appears to 
meet the threshold criteria for nomination, and if so, scheduling the nominations for public hearing.  The 
commission may forward all or part of the nomination for future consideration.  
 
 
EFFECTS OF NOMINATION 
• Future changes to the exterior will require approval of the Landmarks Preservation Commission prior 

to those changes being made, to ensure historical and architectural appropriateness. 

• Unnecessary demolition of properties listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places is strongly 
discouraged by the municipal code, and requires approval of the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission. 

• Future renovations if listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places may qualify for the Special Tax 
Valuation property tax incentive. 

 
STANDARDS 
The threshold criteria for Tacoma Register listing are listed at 13.07.040B(1), and include: 

1. Property is at least 50 years old at the time of nomination; and, 

2. The property retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association such that it is able to convey its historical, cultural, or architectural significance. 

 
ANALYSIS 

1. At 116 years old the property meets the age threshold criterion. 
2. This property retains a moderate to high degree of overall integrity. 
3. The property showcases a fine example of an early 20th century brick industrial building designed 

by a prominent Tacoma architect. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
Recommended language for scheduling a public hearing: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission adopt the analysis as findings and schedule the 
Willamette Casket Building nomination for a public hearing and future consideration at a tentative hearing 
date of [March 22, 2023]. 
 
Recommended language for declining to schedule a public hearing for one or more components of the 
nomination: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission find that [cite specific elements or properties that 
should be excluded] do not meet the threshold criteria (describe) and deny the nomination for the 
Willamette Casket Building. 
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DESIGN REVIEW 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 6A: 715 N. Ainsworth Ave. (NSHD) 
Castulo Iraheta Figueroa, Carlos Varios 
 
BACKGROUND 
Built in 1908, this house is a contributing structure in the North Slope Historic District. This is a design 
review to retroactively address unpermitted work begun in 2022. The house is located at the far rear of its 
lot, adjacent to the alley. Mature trees block the house from view from Ainsworth Ave. The current siding 
is primarily wood shingle with horizontal wood lap below, around the lower extent of the walls. The 
foundation is poured concrete as well as what appears to be parged and painted brick. The cross-gable 
roof is clad with asphalt-composition shingles. Some historic wood framed windows of various types are 
present; select windows are missing/boarded over and at least one window (east façade detail photo) 
shows a replacement slider window installed by a previous owner. The extant shingle siding may be 
original; the horizontal wood lap is non-historic, likely added in the mid-20th century. There is a wood 
porch in very poor condition on the south side of a projection at the east side. That porch is constructed of 
pressure-treated lumber (non-historic) and it accesses the east entry, which has a non-historic door and 
surround. The south entryway’s status is unknown. 
   
The current owner was not aware of the historic district status when they purchased the house via estate 
sale in 2022. The halted remodel work began late last year and involved a partial removal of deteriorated 
wood shingle and horizontal wood lap siding from the south façade and the southeast and southwest 
corners. The removed siding areas were reportedly the most worn and damaged, in part from the 
overhanging trees and shade/moisture of the site.  
 
According to the HDR permit and photos submitted, the proposed scope is:  

• Put wood shingles or smooth Hardi shingles back where shingle siding was removed 
• Put horizontal lap siding, either wood or non-textured cementitious siding (eg, Hardiplank) around 

the lower walls 
• Add a deck to the south facade, to access an existing doorway 
• Add a deck to the west facade, to access a new sliding door 
• Enclose the present east entry porch and remove that entryway 
• Structural repairs to foundation and roof framing that will not affect the house’s appearance  
• Windows: add slider* windows in south and west facades; generally, relocate select window 

openings, replace wood framed sashes, and remove windows from north façade entirely; replace 
the east slider window with similar product.   

 
*Note: the submitted plans were created before the applicant knew about the NSHD design guidelines. 
Staff have subsequently advised that horizontal sliders are not appropriate for the district and that vinyl 
windows should not be installed where they do not already exist. Applicant has been encouraged to 
consider vertically operable sashes or, if egress window is needed, then a casement type could be 
considered. 
 
The presence of additional/older layers of siding underneath the wood lap and wood shingles is unknown. 
 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Approval of the proposed scope of work. 
 
GUIDELINES 
The North Slope/Wedge Neighborhood Design Guidelines apply to this proposal, as follows: 
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Windows 

1. Preserve Existing Historic Windows. Existing historic windows in good working order should be 
maintained on historic homes in the district. The existing wood windows exhibit craftsmanship 
and carpentry methods in use at the time that the neighborhood was developed. New 
manufactured windows, even those made of wood, generally do not exhibit these characteristics. 
 

2. Repair Original Windows Where Possible. Original wood windows that are in disrepair should be 
repaired if feasible. The feasibility of different approaches depends on the conditions, estimated 
cost, and total project scope. Examples of substandard conditions that do not necessarily warrant 
replacement include: failed glazing compound, broken glass panes, windows painted shut, 
deteriorated paint surface (interior or exterior) and loose joinery. These conditions alone do not 
justify window replacement. 
Repair of loose or cracked glazing, loose joinery or stuck sashes may be suitable for a carpenter 
or handyperson. Significant rot, deterioration, or reconstruction of failed joints may require the 
services of a window restoration company. If information is needed regarding vendors that 
provide these services, please contact the Historic Preservation Office.  
 

3. Replace windows with a close visual and material match. When repairing original windows is not 
feasible, replacement may be considered.  
• Where replacement is desired, the new windows should match the old windows in design and 
other details, and, where possible, materials.  
• Certain window products, such as composite clad windows, closely replicate original 
appearance and therefore may be appropriate. This should be demonstrated to the Commission 
with material samples and product specification sheets.  
• Changing the configuration, style or pattern of original windows is not encouraged, generally (for 
example, adding a highly styled divided light window where none existed before, or adding an 
architecturally incompatible pattern, such as a Prairie style gridded window to a English Cottage 
house).  
• Vinyl windows are not an acceptable replacement for existing historic windows.  
 
Depending on specific project needs, replacement windows may include:  
• Sash replacement kits. These utilize the existing window frame (opening) and trim, but replace 
the existing sashes and substitute a vinyl or plastic track for the rope and pulley system. Sash 
replacement kits require that the existing window opening be plumb and square to work properly, 
but unlike insert windows, do not reduce the size of the glazed area of the window or require 
shimming and additional trim. 
 

4. Non-historic existing windows do not require “upgrading.” Sometimes the original windows were 
replaced prior to the formation of the historic district, and now must be replaced again. Although it 
is highly encouraged, there is no requirement to “upgrade” a non-historic window to a historically 
appropriate wood window. For example, a vinyl replacement window may be an acceptable 
replacement for a nonhistoric aluminum horizontal slider window, especially if the historic 
configuration (vertically operated sash) is restored. 
 

5. New Window Openings/Changing Window Openings:  
• Enlargement or changes to the configurations of existing window openings is to be avoided on 

the primary elevation(s) of a historic building within the district. In specific cases, such as an 
egress requirement, this may not be avoidable, but steps should be taken to minimize the visual 
impact. 

• Changes to window configurations on secondary (side and rear) elevations in order to 
accommodate interior remodeling are not discouraged, provided that character defining elements, 
such as a projecting bay window in the dining room, are not affected. A typical example of this 
type of change might be to reconfigure a kitchen window on the side of a home to accommodate 
base cabinets. 
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• In general, openings on buildings in the historic district are vertically oriented and are aligned 
along the same height as the headers and transoms of other windows and doors, and may 
engage the fascia or belly band that runs above the window course. This pattern should be 
maintained for new windows. 

• Window size and orientation is a function of architectural style and construction technique. Scale, 
placement, symmetry or asymmetry, contribute to and reflect the historic and architectural 
character of a building. 

 
Siding 
 

1. Avoid removal of large amounts of original siding.  
2. Repair small areas of failure before replacing all siding. It is rarely advisable to replace all of the 

existing siding on a home, both for conservation reasons and for cost reasons. Where there are 
areas of siding failure, it is most appropriate to spot repair as needed with small amounts of 
matching material. Where extensive damage, including rot or other failure, has occurred, siding 
should be replaced with as close a material and visual match as is feasible, including matching 
reveals, widths, configuration, patterns and detailing.  

3. Other materials/configurations. It is not historically appropriate to replace deteriorated siding with 
substitute materials, unless it can be demonstrated that:  
• the replacement material is a close visual match to the historic material and can be installed in a 
manner in which the historically character defining details may be reproduced (mitered corners, 
dentil molding, etc); and  
• replacement of the existing historic material is necessary, or the original material is no longer 
present; and  
• there is no feasible alternative to using a substitute material due to cost or availability.  

4. Avoid changing the appearance, pattern or configuration of original siding. The siding type, 
configuration, reveal, and shingle pattern all are important elements of a home’s historic character. 

 
Note:  Under New Construction, there is the possibility of allowing products such as Hardiplank; the 
Commission has previously approved smooth Hardi shingles as new siding for existing buildings as well as 
new.   

• Cementitious products, such as Hardiplank, may be acceptable in the district if installed in a 
historically correct pattern (for example, horizontal lapped siding or shingle). In such cases, the 
product used shall be smooth in texture (faux wood grain finish is NOT acceptable). 

 
Porches 

1. Retain existing porches and porch details. The original design elements of existing historic porches, 
when present, should be maintained. Major changes to configuration or ornamentation should be 
avoided. Missing or deteriorated details, such as columns and railings, should be repaired or 
replaced in kind. 

 
 
ANALYSIS 

1. The property at 715 N. Ainsworth Avenue is a contributing structure in the North Slope Historic 
District. As such it is subject to design review requirements per TMC 13.05.040, and requires 
Landmarks Commission approval prior to those alterations being made or permitted. 

2. The replacement of the horizontal wood lap siding will not affect historic material; the use of in-
kind wood siding or non-textured cementitious siding would appear to meet the design guidelines 
for Siding. 

3. Where the existing wood shingle siding is extant, damaged shingles being replaced in-kind as a 
spot repair (feathered in) would seem to meet the guidelines under Siding.  

4. Where the wood shingle siding has been removed, new siding products could include wood or a 
smooth (non-textured) alternative product that replicates the appearance, such as Hardi shingles.  
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5. The east porch decking and entryway are non-historic. The proposed enclosure of the east porch 
and removal of that entryway appear to meet the design guidelines for Porches. 

6. The addition of an exterior entry in the west façade would seem to impact a historic window 
location; however, the west façade is minimally visible.  

7. The structural repairs to the foundation and the roof framing are necessary and do not conflict 
with any of the design guidelines.  

8. There are multiple missing historic windows and at least one vinyl slider, previously replaced; 
none of the windows are visible from the main public right-of-way.  

9. Changing the existing window openings to accommodate the interior remodeling would appear to 
meet the design guidelines, specifically #5 under Windows.  

10. The replacement of existing wood windows that are not feasibly reparable would appear to meet 
the guidelines, specifically #3 under Windows. Certain window products, such as composite clad 
windows, closely replicate original appearance and therefore may be appropriate.  

11. The use of horizontal slider type windows is discouraged under the guidelines. Applicant has 
been advised that vertically operable sashes would be preferable, or if egress is needed, then a 
casement window may be appropriate. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff defers approval of the application. 
 
Sample language for approval: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission approve the application for 715 North Ainsworth 
Avenue [as submitted] or [with the following conditions/amendments – list conditions or amendments]. 
 
Sample language for deferral: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission defer the application for 715 North Ainsworth 
Avenue pending submittal of [cite additional information needed to review application]. 
 
Sample language for denial: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission deny the application for 715 North Ainsworth 
Avenue based on the following [cite specific design guidelines]. 
 
 
BOARD BRIEFING 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 7A: 5210 S. State St. (White Shield Home) 
Nate Fritz 
 
BACKGROUND 
Built in 1916, the White Shield Home is individually listed on the Tacoma Historic Register. Designed by 
the architectural firm of Bullard and Hill, this Colonial Revival style building originally served as a home for 
unwed mothers and their children. In 1957, it became a nursing and convalescent home. At that time, the 
building’s main entry shifted from the east to the north, due to the construction of the east addition. The 
building has been vacant for a prolonged period of time. The proposed project would convert the building 
into affordable housing units.  
 
The project is at a preliminary design stage and would like feedback from the Commission on options for 
keeping the front addition.  
 
STANDARDS 
As an individually listed landmark on the Tacoma Register, the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation will apply. The most pertinent standards for this project are: 
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9. New additions, exterior alterations or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that 
characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with 
the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its 
environment. 
 
10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if 
removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would 
be unimpaired. 
 
ANALYSIS 

1. The White Shield Home is a locally listed landmark structure. As such, exterior work is subject to 
review by the Landmarks Preservation Commission pursuant to TMC 13.05.040. 

2. Per the 2019 landmark nomination, only the historic main structure and the site/landscaping are 
listed; the east addition is not considered contributing. 

3. As currently proposed, the physical impacts on the building and landscape are listed in the 
briefing document provided by Pacific Engineering. They include but are not limited to 
restoring/replacing wood and brick siding, reroofing, creating a common outdoor space for 
residents, improving accessibility, and keeping the present east addition. 

4. The proposed adaptive reuse project could create 37 housing units with the east addition; 
demolition of the east addition would lessen the unit count by 8.  

 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
This is a briefing; no action is requested. 
 
 
 
BOARD BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 8A: Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee 
Commissioners 
 
This is a standing agenda item for updates and discussion related to the activities of the Equity 
Committee. 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 8B: Events and Activities Update 
Paige Rooney 

 
1. Plans are underway to hold a training day for the Landmarks Preservation Commission on a 

Saturday in April. Training is being coordinated through the National Association of Preservation 
Commissions (NAPC). More details are forthcoming. 
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TACOMA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  

NOMINATION FORM 
 
This form is required to nominate properties to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places per Tacoma Municipal Code 13.07.050.  Type all entries and 
complete all applicable sections. Contact the Historic Preservation Office with any questions at 253-591-5254.   
 
PART 1:  PROPERTY INFORMATION (for ‘HELP’ press the F1 key) 

04/2017 

Property Name 

Historic 
Name 

 
Willamette Casket Building Common 

Name 
Harmon Furniture Complex; 
Gregory Furniture Building; 
North Star Glove Company 

    

Location 

Street Address 2916 TO 2926 S STEELE ST Zip 98409 

Parcel No(s). 
0320074008  

Legal Description and Plat or Addition:  Section 07 Township 20 
Range 03 Quarter 42 : BEG 120 FT S OF INTER S LI OF CENT ST EXT W & 
E LI W 1/2 OF SE TH W 618.9 FT TH S 408.2 FT TO N LI N P R R/W TH 
NELY ALG R/W TO PT S OF BEG TH N 214.25 FT TO BEG ALSO BEG E LI W 
1/2 SE WITH INTER SECTION OF NLY LI N P R/W TH N 157.1 FT TO SLY LI 
PRESCOTTS 2ND ADD PRODUCED WLY TH N 72 DEG 36 MIN E TO SW COR OF 
BLK 10 PRESCOTTS 2ND ADD TH S ON EXT OF W LI OF SD BLK 10 TO SWLY 
LI OF SPUR TRACK EASE TH SELY ALG SD SWLY I TO INTER N LI N P R R/W 
TH SWLY ALG SD N LI TO BEG SUBJ TO SPUR TRACK EASE ETN 4466159 
PROBLEM WITH LEGAL WORKED ON INTENT 06/11/2018MC 

 

Nominated Elements 
Please indicate below significant elements of the property that are included in the nomination by checking the 
appropriate box(es) below. These elements should be described specifically in the narrative section of this form. 
 

X Principal Structure  Site 
X Historic Additions  Historic Landscaping, Fencing, Walkways, etc. 

X Accessory Buildings/Outbuildings  Interior Spaces/Other (inventory in narrative) 
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Owner of Property 

Name HORIZON HOLDINGS I LLC

Address 2125 COMMERCE ST City TACOMA State WA Zip 98402

Is the owner the sponsor of this nomination? If not, 
please provide evidence that the owner has been 
contacted. 

Yes X No

Owner Signature, if possible:
 

Form Preparer 

Name/Title Michael Sullivan; Russell 
Holter and Ed Echtle

Company/Organization Cultural Reconnaissance 

Address PO Box 722 City Tacoma State WA Zip 98401 

Phone 253-905-1381 Email russell@culturalreconnaissance.com 
 

Nomination Checklist—Attachments 
$100 Filing Fee (payable to City Treasurer) Continuation Sheets 

Site Map (REQUIRED) Historical Plans 

Photographs (REQUIRED): please label or caption 
photographs and include a photography index 

Other (please indicate): FOR OFFICE USE 

Last Deed of Title (REQUIRED):  this document can 
usually be obtained for little or no cost from a titling 
company 

Date Received _____________ 

Fee Paid _____________ 

x
x

x

x

x

x

12/21/2022

$100 
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Narrative (continued) 

 
 

PART 2:  PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 
 
Extent of Changes 
Please summarize the changes that have been made to the original plan, exterior, materials, cladding, windows, interior, and other 
significant elements by selecting the choices below. If the property has been previously documented, these may be indicated on the 
Washington State Historic Property Inventory Form. These changes should be described specifically in the narrative section of this 
form. 
 

 Original Materials Intact Original Materials Intact 

Plan (i.e.: no additions to footprint , relocation of walls, or 
roof plan) Yes X No  Interior (woodwork, finishes, flooring, 

fixtures) Yes X No  

Original cladding/exterior materials Yes X No  Other elements Yes X No  

Windows (no replacement windows or replacement sashes) Yes  No X    
     

Physical Description Narrative 
Describe in detail the original (if known) and present physical appearance, condition and architectural characteristics of the site 
(context, location), exterior (all four walls), and interior. Please include a list of known alterations and their dates (use additional 
sheets if necessary). 
The Willamette Casket Building is a masonry building of an irregular shape having been 
constructed in three distinct phases over the course of its history. The principal 
portion of the mid-rise four-story building, constructed in 1907, is an unreinforced 
brick masonry industrial building that includes a two-story boiler room wing attached to 
the western facade. The building, measuring 83’ by 212’, rests on a continuously poured 
concrete foundation and has subtle Italianate influences. Most striking in appearance of 
this Frederick Heath designed structure are the three projections from the principal 
building: the boiler stack, the enclosed exterior staircase, and the exterior freight 
elevator. The building is located at 2916 to 2926 Steele Street. (See figure 1) 
 
The stair and elevator chases protrude from the southern façade which adjoins the former 
Northern Pacific railroad right-of-way and where shipping of raw materials and finished 
good initially took place. Progressive thought in the arena of workplace safety 
influenced the design of the two exterior chases (the freight elevator and staircase). 
These character defining features offers a firebreak and accommodates worker evacuation. 
Other thoroughly modern safety appliances are found strategically throughout the 
structure including semi-automatic fireproof doors. The two chases are full height. 
However, the freight elevator had a head-house that protruded above the flat roof. Both 
the elevator chase and staircase are enclosed brick towers proud of the façade. Access 
to the staircase is through an open-air landing located at each floor.  
 
At least two ghost signs are notable on the southern façade of the building. The 
staircase sports a vertical sign which reads “Willamette.” This sign is embossed into 
the brick and is permanent. The freight elevator headhouse was used as an advertising 
space for Gregory Manufacturing, which was finished in white paint and has become 
difficult to discern.  
 
The bricks are laid in a common bond with sporadic header courses providing additional 
structural strength. The common bond continues to the roof line. The roof parapet is 
capped with flashing that protects a corbelled brick course just below the parapet. The 
fenestration in the façade is regular. Each window opening is separated by pilasters to 
either side, a sandstone lintel, and capped by a brick spring arch with keystones made 
of carved sandstone. Virtually none of the original windows are still found within the 
cladding plane. However, many of the original windows have been salvaged and are stored 
within the building. The current ownership plans to restore as many of these windows as 
possible and reintroduce them as character defining features of the building. The window 
openings are currently filled in with plywood. Many of these openings include 
nonconforming windows of widely differing sizes and manufacture, including aluminum and 
vinyl framed sliders.  
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As is typical of unreinforced masonry mid-rise structures, the thickness of the brick 
wythe is greater in the lower courses than that of the floors above. This buttressing is 
evidenced in the pilasters. Transition pieces of coping sandstone are placed at each 
floor level where the brick wythe becomes slightly thinner than the floor below.  
 
Steam Plant 
The steam plant, located at the southwest corner of the building is a two-story 
unreinforced masonry building sitting on a continuously poured concrete foundation. The 
most striking feature is the stack. The boiler room stack is also unreinforced masonry. 
It is roughly the same height as the freight elevator. It is located near the southwest 
corner of the boiler room facing the track side of the building. The stack accommodated 
the venting of boiler gases and spent steam used to power generators and operate 
mechanical machinery. The stack is slightly tapered bottom to top. The top five courses 
of brick in the chimney stack form a gradual reverse flare, interrupting the taper at 
the top. 
 
The two-story steam plant borrows the fenestration pattern of the main building. The 
pilasters between the windows are not buttressed but are the same width from ground to 
the roof line. The roof is flat and protected with a shallow parapet. The parapet is 
coped but does not have share the corbelling detail found on the main building.  
 
Annex 
An annex was added to the expanding campus by the Gregory Manufacturing Company in 1922 
after acquiring the vacated Willamette Casket property several years earlier. Initially, 
the annex was a stand-alone structure separate from the main building. The interstitial 
space between the two buildings served as a covered shipping and receiving area until it 
too was built out at a later date—thus permanently adjoining the two structures. The 
roof of the addition is flat protected by a low parapet. The parapet of the front and 
rear facades of the annex forms a shallow pediment over the entry doors below.  
 
The Annex is a two-story cast concrete structure constructed in the 1920s. It is a 
simple rectangular shape with a clipped corner. The northeast corner is clipped 
purposely to accommodate a rail spur which initially served the Gregory Manufacturing 
company as well as several other adjacent businesses that occupied that block. The 
eastern façade is the primary face of the structure and serves as the entry to the North 
Star Glove Company. The primary façade is approximately 75’ wide. However, the opposite 
façade, the western is 100’ wide. The difference between the two facades is the sweeping 
curve that accommodates the railroad right-of-way.  
 
Cast concrete pilasters help to establish the pattern of fenestration for the annex. 
Each of the pilasters conclude at the parapet with a gable-shaped cap. The pilasters are 
parged giving them a textured appearance. The first floor has a commercial entry, some 
windows, and receiving door. These features were added recently and are not character 
defining. The cast concrete building is clad with vertical tongue and groove siding. The 
windows on the second floor consist of three sets of three vinyl slider windows. Signage 
above the main entry to the glove manufacturers showroom serves double duty as a 
protective awning.   
 
In-fill Addition 
The one-story in-fill addition was added to connect the main building with its annex. 
There is a mezzanine level in back half or western façade. The in-fill borrows 
stylistically from the annex and is constructed of cast concrete with heavy timber 
framing. Central to the in-fill addition is a garage style receiving door. Adjacent to 
the garage door is an employee door. These access doors are flanked by a single aluminum 
framed slider window. Although not apparent from casual observation, the roof is hipped 
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and protected by a torch-down membrane. Centrally located on the infill addition is a 
small loading platform approximately three feet high. Walk-up access is obtained from 
stairs located on the south end of the platform. The western façade has a loading dock. 
Entrance to the mezzanine level is gained from this entrance. 
 

 
Figure #1: Parcel Map, Willamette building location highlighted in purple. 
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PART 3:  HISTORICAL OR CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
 
Criteria for Designation 
 
Tacoma Municipal Code recognizes six criteria of eligibility for inclusion on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places.  Please select 
any that apply to this property, for which there is documented evidence included in this nomination form. 
 
x A Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or 

x B Is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

x C Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a 
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may 
lack individual distinction; or 

 D Has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history; or 

 E Abuts a property that is already listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places and was constructed within the period 
of significance of the adjacent structure; or 

x F Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristics, represents an established and familiar visual feature of 
the neighborhood or City. 

 
  

 
Historical Data (if known) 

Date(s) of Construction 1907 Other Date(s) of Significance 1922 

Architect(s) Fredrick Heath Builder Cornell Brothers Engineer       
Architectural 
Style(s) Mid-rise Industrial Material(s) 

Unreinforced 
Masonry   

 
Statement of Significance 
Describe in detail the chronological history of the property and how it meets the criteria for the Register of Historic Places. Please 
provide a summary in the first paragraph that lists the relevant criteria (use additional sheets if necessary). This section should 
include a thorough narrative of the property’s history, context, occupants, and uses.  If using a Multiple Property Nomination that 
is already on record, or another historical context narrative, please reference it by name and source. 
The building at 2926 S Steele Street is eligible for listing in the Tacoma Register of 
Historic Places under the following local landmarks criteria: 
 
It possesses integrity under criterion A, for association with a period of significant 
growth for the city, in particular as a surviving example of an early 20th century 
furniture and other wood products manufacturing concern from the period of Tacoma’s 
prominence in that industry.  
 
It is also eligible under criterion B as the Willamette Building housed a succession 
of concerns involving significant business and civic leaders including furniture 
manufacturing pioneers Edwin F. Gregory (1862-1937) and Fremont Smith Harmon (1856-
1936). In the time since its construction in 1907, hundreds of skilled woodworkers and 
related professionals worked in this complex, supporting themselves and their 
families. 
 
The Willamette Building is also eligible under criterion C as an excellent example of 
innovative period industrial design, integrating a number of then-new fire safety and 
production efficiency features.  Its primary architect, Frederick Henry Heath (1861-
1953) is a recognized leader in regional architecture having designed many significant 
buildings in the city and throughout the region. 
 
Finally, it possesses significance under criterion F as one of the earliest concerns 
to locate in what became the south Center Street industrial area also known 
colloquially as “Nalley Valley.”  It remains a visual landmark as one of the few 
buildings rising several stories in the area. 
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History of the Willamette Building 
The Willamette Building is a notable surviving example of a factory built during 
the height of Tacoma’s once substantial furniture manufacturing industry.  In the 
years following the arrival of the Northern Pacific Railway on Commencement Bay 
in 1873, Tacoma became a hub for wood product manufacturing.  Industries 
converting raw logs to marketable products proliferated due to the abundance of 
timber and increased capacity for shipping to distant markets.  In the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, numerous wood product manufacturers 
came into being, including several large companies with regional and national 
market reach.  Among these concerns, the Willamette Casket Company, Gregory 
Manufacturing Company and F. S. Harmon and Company produced products with 
distribution far beyond the Pacific Northwest. Each, in turn, manufactured their 
products in the Willamette Building from the time of its construction in 1907 to 
the latter part of the twentieth century. 
 
The Willamette Casket Co. 
After the Northern Pacific Railway established New Tacoma (now Tacoma) as its 
terminus on Puget Sound, its subsidiary, the Tacoma Land Co. (TLCo) managed the 
sale of town lots.   To stem land speculation, the TLCo required purchasers to 
submit plans for the proposed structure and its purpose for review and approval.  
TLCo actively shaped the development of Tacoma, locating new industries to the 
waterfront south of the railroad’s wharf and freight house, in the area 
surrounding Pacific Ave and 25th St.     
 
In the late 1880s and 1890s the town’s industrial area expanded east of Pacific 
Avenue along 25th and 26th Streets, following the Northern Pacific Cascade Route 
right-of-way.  Among the more substantial of these were the Tacoma Furniture 
Factory and the Pacific Lounge and Mattress Co, (later Carman Manufacturing Co.)  
Sometime in the late 1880s the Washington Burial Case Co. came into being, 
located at 26th and G St.  However, in 1890 fire damaged  its factory and the 
company folded shortly after.   
 
In 1892 William Prentice Morgan (1838-1902), president of the California Casket 
Company based in San Francisco, Robert Westwater (1846-1912) also of San 
Francisco, and Edward B. Judson (1859-1931) a Tacoma-based investor, acquired the 
former Washington Burial Case Co. and organized the Willamette Casket Company.  
Manufacture of caskets resumed in Tacoma, for wholesale distribution throughout 
the west coast, as well as Montana, Idaho, Utah and British Columbia.  
 
By the mid-1890s Judson was president of Willamette Casket Co. and its factory 
covered an entire block of land at E 26th and G St.  Along with a four-story 
factory it had its own dedicated lumber yard and employed 44 workers.  Its main 
source of materials was regionally harvested Ash, Poplar and Cedar, but also used 
imported hardwoods, including Walnut, Rosewood, and Mahogany.    Products were 
shipped through distributors in Portland Oregon and San Francisco.  By 1904 
Willamette Casket’s growing business supported 60 workers as well as a new sales 
distributor in southern California.   It also diversified its offerings at this 
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time, adding commercial display cases to its production line, under the brand 
Willamette Showcase Co.   
 
The construction of the Chicago Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad in Tacoma in 
1906-07 was the impetus for Willamette Casket to expand and upgrade its aging 
facilities, as the railroad’s preferred right of way included much of its 25th 
and G St. property.   Late in 1906 Willamette Casket sold their property to the 
railroad and began plans to relocate.    In March of 1907 Willamette closed a 
$15,000 deal for 2.5 acres “beyond the end of Center St,” along the Northern 
Pacific Railway “Prairie Line” southwest of town, as the location for its new 
factory.    
 
Shortly after the announcement of the land deal, company officials unveiled their 
plan for a modern, 83’x212’ multi-story brick factory building, designed by noted 
architect Frederick Henry Heath (1861-1953.)  Born in Wisconsin, Heath 
apprenticed in Minneapolis under Warren H Hayes (1847-1899) a prominent designer 
of churches and other institutional buildings across North America.  In 1893 
Heath relocated to Tacoma where he began private practice.  After Hayes’ death in 
1899, Heath acquired his business and expanded his client base nationally.   For 
a short time, he partnered with Ambrose Russell (1857-1938) and Albert Walter 
Spalding (b. 1859) but returned to private practice in 1903.  
 
In the years 1905-1908 Heath designed many substantial buildings in and around 
Tacoma in addition to the Willamette Building, including Saint Patrick Catholic 
Church, the Knights of Pythias Temple, the Washington, Jefferson, McKinley, 
Sheridan and John R Rogers public schools, and the Washington National Guard 
Armory.   
 
Willamette planned for its new building to incorporate the latest in industrial 
design features.  The press lauded Willamette for the proposed facility and 
breathlessly reported it would be the largest plant of its kind west of St. Louis 
and “one of the finest on the Pacific Coast.”   Reports enumerated its modern 
safety features, including concrete interior walls and self-closing steel doors 
to limit the spread of fire.    The design also placed the elevator and stairwell 
on the exterior of the building, to help prevent fire from spreading between 
floors as well as provide safer emergency egress for employees. The plan also 
included dedicated steam and electrical generating facilities on the first floor.   
 
Contractors Cornell Bros. of Tacoma began construction in May of 1907 with tight 
deadlines, in order for Willamette to resume production by the end of the year.  
Cornell Bros. built many substantial buildings in the region and worked with 
Heath on several projects including Fisher’s Department Store and the W. B. 
Coffee Building.  Local press followed the construction progress with great 
interest, publishing photos of the building in various stages of completion.  By 
November the new plant was nearly ready to occupy, although a delay in delivery 
for some of the new machinery held up the move.   By early 1908 the transition 
was complete.  
 
Not long after the move, Willamette faced a significant setback.  On April 16 a 
large fire in the lumber yard raged out of control for some hours, due to the 
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factory’s distance from the city’s water system.  Firefighters located the 
nearest hydrant at 30th and Ash St, requiring 3600’ of hose to reach the scene.  
By the time water began flowing, the lumber yard and dry-kiln were lost.  
Firefighters brought the flames under control just as they reached the factory 
walls, narrowly averting its destruction.  In the aftermath the press reported 
the cause was likely arson.  
 
Over the next few years Willamette continued to produce caskets and display 
cases, but struggled as more competition entered the field.  It remained a large 
concern, producing more caskets in 1910 than any other manufacturer in the west, 
but markets lagged.    To bolster its sales, Willamette began furniture 
manufacturing as an ancillary business in 1911.    While the quality of its 
products received good reviews, by the mid-1910s Willamette struggled 
financially.   
 
 
Gregory Manufacturing Company 
While Willamette’s fortunes were in decline, Tacoma’s furniture making industries 
were booming.  Tacoma was home to increasing numbers of furniture manufacturers 
by the early twentieth century with West Coast Chair Co, the Northwest Chair Co., 
and others joining F. S. Harmon and Carman Manufacturing.  In addition to 
furniture manufacturers, furniture wholesalers and retailers thrived in Tacoma, 
taking advantage of the city’s role as a major land and sea shipping hub.  Among 
the prominent local retailers was Edwin F. Gregory (1862-1937) who arrived in 
Tacoma in 1889.  Gregory was born in New York and apprenticed there as a cabinet 
maker, opening his first shop at age 19.  After he lost this business to fire he 
relocated to Tacoma, intending to make a new start.  He partnered with George 
McGeer, selling wholesale and retail furniture in their downtown location as 
Standard House Furniture Co, supplying furniture for residential and commercial 
use.   
 
By 1916 Gregory was a prominent businessman, involved in many aspects of the 
Tacoma community.  Wishing to expand his enterprises, that year he organized the 
Gregory Manufacturing Co. and acquired the Willamette factory, immediately 
converting production entirely to furniture.  His son, Howard Gregory, (1891-
1967,) served as Vice President, along with Dudley Sherrill, (1868-1943) 
secretary; and George V. Pinckney, (b. 1869) treasurer.   The plant’s output 
mirrored sales at Gregory’s Standard House business, manufacturing residential 
and commercial pieces including dining room and living room sets as well as 
furnishings for libraries and hotels.   
 
In April 1916  a reporter toured the plant and described the layout: milling 
kiln-dried lumber into unfinished furniture pieces took place on the first floor, 
the second floor was dedicated to creating laminated wood for tabletops and 
veneers.  On the third floor, workers assembled the pieces before transferring 
them to finishing department on the fourth floor. The main styles produced were 
Colonial, William and Mary and Jacobean.   By fall, local press reported Gregory 
employed 115 men and produced the highest quality furniture on the west coast.  
The factory’s proximity to markets in Washington, Oregon and California saved 
shipping costs associated with buying from the east, making its products price 

31



Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Tacoma Community and Economic Development Department 
 

 
7 4 7  M a r k e t  S t r e e t    R o o m  3 4 5    T a c o m a  W A  9 8 4 0 2 - 3 7 9 3    2 5 3 . 5 9 1 . 5 2 5 4  

Nominations to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places are processed according to the procedures and standards described in TMC 1.42 and 13.07.  Submittal of a 
nomination form does not obligate the City to place a property on the Register or to extend financial incentives to a property owner.  Documents submitted become public 
record.  Additional requirements may be imposed by other City, state or federal regulations. 

 

competitive.  By 1919 Gregory was the largest furniture factory on the west coast 
according to the Tacoma Daily Ledger.   
 
As the company expanded production, Gregory added to its factory.  A new dry kiln 
was built in 1917 as well as a 20,000 square foot receiving shed.   Two 
additional mezzanine floors adding 15,000 feet of space for chair assembly were 
constructed in the main building in 1921.  In 1923 two more additions- a new two-
story, 48,000 square foot concrete building rose close to the north side of the 
original plant for storage and veneer production, and a smaller 4,000 square foot 
addition connected the new building with the 1907 factory.   The buildings also 
received a sprinkler system to further mitigate the ever-present threat of fire.     
 
Edwin Gregory’s oft-repeated call to make Tacoma the “Grand Rapids of the West” 
appeared to come to fruition by the mid-1920s.  By then Tacoma’s press asserted 
the town was second in furniture production only to Grand Rapids, Michigan.  The 
Gregory plant covered six acres and shipped to markets throughout the continental 
US as well as Alaska and Hawaii.   Its 200 employees produced thousands of pieces 
per month, including tables, buffets, china cabinets and chairs.  It also boasted 
the only “Cabriolet leg” machine in the west, able to carve asymmetrical table 
legs automatically.   
 
By then Edwin Gregory’s status as a community leader was also well established.  
Since parting ways with the Standard House business in 1920 he went on to serve 
as a director for Puget Sound National Bank, the Tacoma Savings and Loan Company 
Birchfield Boiler Works, Citizens Hotel Corporation, the John D. Hamilton Company 
and  the Warren, Sole & Fairhurst Dry Goods Company, He also served as treasurer 
of the Franke Tobey Jones Retirement Home, vice president of the Western Fiber 
Furniture Company, and president of the Alder and Maple Products Company.  
 
Despite Gregory’s successes, the 1930s were a time of instability due to forces 
beyond its control.  The Great Depression of the 1930s affected Gregory as it did 
the economy in general.  Diminishing sales led to downsizing, stemming 
production, and forcing reductions in staffing.  In 1937 Edwin Gregory passed 
away, causing further disruption in the company and Gregory struggled to stay 
viable. 
 
To meet the changing markets, Howard Gregory partnered with Gregory’s former 
sales manager Eugene C. Butler (1884-1949) to organize the Gregory-Butler 
Furniture Manufacturing Co. as the successor to Gregory Manufacturing.  Gregory-
Butler intended to focus production on  more profitable medium-grade products 
made of hardwoods.  Organized in 1940, it was housed in the former Gregory plant, 
employing 40 workers to produce dining and bedroom furniture of mahogany, walnut 
and maple in colonial and contemporary designs.  
 
Meanwhile, the underutilized portions of the plant were leased to other concerns.   
Among these, the Westwood Furniture Manufacturing Co., founded earlier in the 
year in Aberdeen Washington, made inexpensive furniture from plywood and employed 
eight workers.   Tacoma furniture manufacturer and retailer F. S. Harmon and Co. 
also took up part of the plant as an auxiliary manufacturing and storage 
facility.     Unfortunately, just as these new tenants joined Gregory-Butler in 
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the aging factory, another fire broke out in 1944, damaging railroad cars on the 
spur tracks and several small buildings causing $25,000 in damage to the planning 
mill used by Harmon, and likely prompting the factory’s transition to its next 
phase.  
 
 
F. S. Harmon and Co. 
Dating back to Tacoma’s earliest days, F. S. Harmon and Co was one of the city’s 
most venerable local concerns.  Its founder, Fremont Smith Harmon (1856-1936) 
arrived in Tacoma from Wisconsin in 1882 with a $300 stake and some experience in 
furniture sales.  Before long he partnered with Alexander Parker (1826-1901) in 
his retail business until 1884 when Harmon became sole owner.   After 1888 Harmon 
focused on wholesale furniture distribution from his warehouse on Commerce and 
9th near downtown.   In 1889 Harmon purchased the Tacoma Furniture Manufacturing 
Co. to begin supplying his own products.   
 
As Harmon’s business expanded, it opened new facilities in Portland in 1904 and 
Seattle and Spokane in 1909.  That year, the Northern Pacific Railway displaced 
Harmon’s original building with its new Union Station Depot and Harmon built a 
substantial new building in 1908 on Pacific Avenue at 1938 Pacific Ave, 
reflecting its importance in the city and region’s economy.   By 1912 it also 
added a dedicated mattress factory directly behind its Pacific Avenue factory and 
warehouse.  
 
F.S. Harmon and Company expanded throughout the early twentieth century but 
faltered during the Great Depression.  By 1935 Mr. Harmon’s health was in decline 
and he decided to sell the furniture manufacturing arm of the business to Alan T 
Crutcher (1884-1947) and Joseph H Kitlar (1903-1988), who worked in management at 
Harmon.  In 1936 F. S. Harmon passed away and Crutcher and Kitlar acquired the 
remainder of the company.  While Harmon’s main source of revenue was mattress 
making, Crutcher and Kitlar began the company’s shift toward expanding wood 
furniture production.   
 
World War II gave a boost to Harmon’s manufacturing division when it received 
federal contracts to produce a number of products for the military including 
metal framed bunk-beds and seats for Boeing aircraft.   To accommodate the 
increased need for production space, Harmon leased space in the Gregory factory 
for manufacturing and storage.     
 
At war’s end, Harmon struck a deal with Gregory and acquired the 1907 Steele St 
plant.  Afterward, both Gregory-Butler and Westwood built new plants for 
themselves elsewhere, and Harmon took over the entire Steele St. facility for its 
own use.    While Harmon consolidated mattress making at its Pacific Avenue 
buildings, the former Gregory plant became the new home of its wood furniture 
manufacturing division in 1946.  Among the upgrades implemented by Harmon was a 
new finishing line, adding modern plastic surfaces to their products.   Product 
lines included beds, chests, dressers, vanities, tables, chairs, night stands, 
and table tops for chrome dinettes.      
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In 1950 Harmon became the local manufacturer of the “Virginia House” national 
brand of chrome and laminate dinette sets.  Harmon also acquired another factory 
near the waterfront, the former Northwestern Woodernware Co.  Northwestern which 
manufactured wooden containers for butter and shipping barrels.  Harmon retooled 
the Northwestern plant, using it to produce low-cost unfinished home furnishings.   
By 1950 Harmon was the 3rd largest furniture factory west of Chicago, with 
approximately 700 employees.   
 
Yet another fire damaged the Steele Street plant in 1953, causing $5,000 in 
damage.  While the loading platform was a complete loss, firefighters narrowly 
averted a substantial disaster when they halted the flames before they reached 
fifty drums of paint thinner stored nearby.  
 
Like its predecessors in past decades, by the late 1950s Harmon was slowing down.  
Despite hopeful stories in the press about a “bright future” for Tacoma’s 
furniture industry, Harmon was downsizing, to only 375 employees by 1958.    The 
nationwide trend toward consolidation, coupled with competition from increasing 
numbers of inexpensive imports made Tacoma’s furniture industry less profitable 
by the year.  By the early 1960s Harmon sold its Pacific Avenue manufacturing 
facilities, consolidating all production lines and administrative offices at the 
Steele Street factory.   
 
As before, outside concerns began leasing space from Harmon in the underutilized 
factory.  Among these, the North Star Glove Company was the most resilient, 
moving in to the 1922 addition in 1963, and continuing to the present. Founded in 
Tacoma by Swedish immigrant brothers Albert and Charles Wekell in 1910, the 
company remains family owned and operated, producing “White Ox” brand gloves and 
many others.    
 
Since the 1960s the Willamette Building continued to house a number of 
businesses, including Dahlkey Company (office furniture manufacturers,) P H-4 
Corp (a cosmetics wholesaler,) Item House and Imperial Motion (apparel 
manufacturers) and Ultra-Poly Inc (plastics.)  In recent years Solar Gem 
Greenhouses maintains a warehouse at the factory and T A Manning, roofing 
contractor, uses the facility, along with North Star, Item House and the FS 
Harmon property management company. 
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Figure #2 Insurance map showing the original portion of the Willamette Casket 
Company building in red (1907) and the annex adjacent in blue (1922). The yellow 
portion labeled “Lumber W.Ho.& Cut Up Plant” (1950) is not considered in this 
nomination. 
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Figure #3 Construction progress photo as reported in the Tacoma Daily Ledger 
(Aug. 11, 1907) p.17. 
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Figure #4 Heath and Twitchell rendering published May 4 1907, Tacoma Daily News. 
 

 
Figure #5 Aerial photo of F. S. Harmon Manufacturing Co. Richards Studio, 1948. 
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Figure #6 Boland Studios photo of employees. (nd) 
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FIGURE #8  
CAPTION: Willamette Casket Building primary façade. Photo by Holter. 
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FIGURE #9  
CAPTION: ¾ view of southeast corner of the Willamette Building. Photo by Echtle. 
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FIGURE #10  
CAPTION: ¾ view of southwest corner of the Willamette Building. Photo by Holter. 
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FIGURE #11  
CAPTION: View of north façade of the annex structure of the Willamette Building. 
Photo by Holter. 
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FIGURE #12  
CAPTION: Two western façade views. Photos by Holter. 
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FIGURE #13  
CAPTION: Interior of the Willamette Building showing typical floor layout. Photo 
by Holter. 
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FIGURE #14  
CAPTION: Interior of the Willamette Building showing typical fireproof door 
assembly. Photo by Holter. 
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FIGURE #15  
CAPTION: Interior of the Willamette Building showing second floor truss assembly. 
The trusses are located between the main building and the Annex. Photo by Holter. 
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East porch and entry, view looking north



57

SJohnson7
Text Box
Northeast corner, along alley



58

SJohnson7
Text Box
North facade, along alley



59



60



61



62

SJohnson7
Text Box
North Elevation proposed

SJohnson7
Text Box
South Elevation proposed

SJohnson7
Text Box
East Elevation proposed

SJohnson7
Text Box
West Elevation proposed



63



64



65



66



67



68



69



70



71



72



73



74



Go gle Maps 715 N Ainsworth Ave

715 N Ainsworth Ave 

All Street View & 360
° 

Tacoma, Washington 

Google Street Viev, 

Nov 2022 See more dates 

Image capture: Nov 2022 © 2023 Google 

75

SJohnson7
Text Box
Streetview photos added by staff for context.

SJohnson7
Line



Go gle Maps 715 N Ainsworth Ave

715 N Ainsworth Ave 

All Street View & 360
° 

Tacoma, Washington 

Google Street Viev, 

See more dates 

Image capture: Nov 2022 © 2023 Google 

76



77



PACIFIC Job No. 22081.00        
February 9, 2023 
Mountainview Manor (AKA White Shield Home) 
5210 S State St | Tacoma, WA 
Landmarks Preservation Commission Meeting 

21222 LPC Mtg 1 of 2 

  
Project Summary: 
Built in 1916, Mountainview Manor (AKA White Shield Home) located at 5210 South State 
Street, is a City of Tacoma designated historic property. 
 
We are requesting feedback and possible options from the Landmark Preservation Commission 
(LPC) for the proposed rehabilitation of this historic structure.  It is our understanding that as 
part of the historic designation if any rehabilitation occurs, the smaller addition to the east of 
the larger building, is required by LPC to be demolished and the original building east entry and 
staircase be reconstructed/restored.  
Currently, the proposed rehabilitation of the large structure along with the smaller eastern 
addition includes providing approximately 37 affordable residential sleeping units with shared 
common areas in the building for socializing and cooking.   
The removal of the smaller eastern addition would result in the loss of approximately                    
8 affordable residential sleeping units, likely making the project infeasible. 
 
We are requesting acceptable options from the LPC to retain the smaller addition that would 
allow for a rehabilitation project that is beneficial to the neighboring community and the City of 
Tacoma.   
 
Provided Documents 

 Schematic drawings including: 

o Site Plan showing the existing structure and site plan. 
o Schematic Proposed Floor Plans indicating the general layout of the proposed 

Occupancy/Uses and Occupant Loads for discussion purposes.  The proposed floor 
plan alterations and reconfiguration of spaces are not shown in these plans. 

o Select photographs of the building exterior. 
o Schematic rendering of the proposed renovation. 

  

2150 NORTH 107TH STREET, SUITE 320  |  SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98133 
 www.pacengtech.com  |  206-281-7500  
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PACIFIC Job No. 22081.00        
February 9, 2023 
Mountainview Manor (AKA White Shield Home) 
5210 S State St | Tacoma, WA 
Landmarks Preservation Commission Meeting 

21222 LPC Mtg 2 of 2 

Proposed Scope of Work Summary 

The proposed scope of work includes the following: 

 Reconfiguring interior walls to accommodate approximately 37 affordable individual 
sleeping units with private bathrooms along with a common area laundry, lounge and 
kitchen for residents. 

 Providing an improved or providing a common outdoor space for residents. 
 Repairing and/or replacing decayed framing. 
 Repairing and/or replacing damaged interior floor, wall and ceiling finishes. 
 Replacing the roofing. 
 Restoring or replacing the wood trim detailing at the roof eaves and gables to match as 

closely as possible to the original construction appearance. 
 Restoring or replacing the wood siding at the east elevation. 
 Restoring or replacing damaged brick veneer. 
 Improving accessibility as follows: 

o Providing an accessible entrance to the addition and to the first floor of the 3-
story building. 

o Providing accessible parking. 
o Providing an accessible common area kitchen and lounge. 
o Providing accessible door hardware. 

 Improving life safety in the building as follows: 
o Providing structural improvements for the unreinforced masonry. 
o Providing emergency exit signage. 
o Providing emergency lighting. 
o Repairing existing and/or providing new stair guardrails and handrails. 
o Providing fire-rated doors at corridors and stairs that connect more than two-

stories. 
o Providing fire rated wall and floor/ceiling assemblies. 
o Providing smoke alarms. 
o Providing carbon monoxide detectors. 
o Providing fire extinguishers. 
o Repairing existing and/or installing new fire sprinkler components. 
o Providing a new fire alarm system. 

 Improving energy efficiency as follows: 
o Repairing existing and/or providing new energy compliant windows and doors 

that will be similar in appearance to the historic configurations. 
o Providing thermal insulation at exposed wall/floor cavities and at the roof. 
o Providing code compliant mechanical systems. 
o Installing energy efficient lighting and plumbing fixtures. 
o Sealing exterior joints around windows, doors and penetrations. 
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Mountainview Manor  
Select Photographs for LPC 

 
2150 NORTH 107TH STREET, SUITE 320  |  SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98133 

 www.pacengtech.com  |  Ph: 206-281-7500  |  Fax: 206-281-4611 

 
East elevation from South State Street 

 

 
North elevation of small east addition 
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North and east elevation 

 
 

 
North and west elevation 
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2150 NORTH 107TH STREET, SUITE 320  |  SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98133 

 www.pacengtech.com  |  Ph: 206-281-7500  |  Fax: 206-281-4611 

 
West elevation 

 
 

 
South and west elevation 
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Select Photographs for LPC 
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South and east elevation 

 

 
South elevation 
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TACOMA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
NOMINATION FORM 

This form is required to nominate properties to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places per Tacoma Municipal Code 13.07.050. Type all entries and 
complete all applicable sections. Contact the Historic Preservation Office with any questions at 253-591-5254.  

PART 1: PROPERTY INFORMATION (for ‘HELP’ press the F1 key) 

04/2017 

Property Name 

Historic 
Name 

White Shield Home Common 
Name 

Faith House 
 

Location 

Street Address 5210 South State St., Tacoma, WA Zip 98409 

Parcel No(s). 2320001380 Legal Description and Plat or Addition: Section 19 Township 20 Range 03 Quarter 14 

BARKERS L 1 THRU 10 & N 5 FT OF L 11 B 26 INC ALLEY VAC 

Nominated Elements 
Please indicate below significant elements of the property that are included in the nomination by checking the 
appropriate box(es) below. These elements should be described specifically in the narrative section of this form. 

X Principal Structure Site 

Historic Additions X Historic Landscaping, Fencing, Walkways, etc.

Accessory Buildings/Outbuildings Interior Spaces/Other (inventory in narrative) 

Owner of Property 

Name  Nelly Some, Visionary Properties LLC 
Address 14410 SE Petrovitsky Rd, #211, City Renton State WA Zip 98058 
Is the owner the sponsor of this nomination? If not, 
please provide evidence that the owner has been 
contacted. 

Yes X No

Owner Signature, if possible:
 

Form Preparer 

Name/Title Artifacts staff & Russell Holter Company/Organization Artifacts Consulting Inc. 
Address 401 Broadway, Suite 301 City Tacoma State WA Zip 98402 
Phone 253.572.4599 Email Michael@artifacts-inc.com 

Nomination Checklist—Attachments 
$100 Filing Fee (payable to City Treasurer) Continuation Sheets 

Site Map (REQUIRED) Historical Plans 

x x

x
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Photographs (REQUIRED): please label or caption 
photographs and include a photography index 

Other (please indicate): FOR OFFICE USE 

Last Deed of Title (REQUIRED): this document can 
usually be obtained for little or no cost from a titling 
company 

Date Received _____________ 

Fee Paid _____________ 

x
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Narrative (continued) 
 

PART 2: PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

Extent of Changes 
Please summarize the changes that have been made to the original plan, exterior, materials, cladding, windows, interior, and other 
significant elements by selecting the choices below. If the property has been previously documented, these may be indicated on the 
Washington State Historic Property Inventory Form. These changes should be described specifically in the narrative section of this 
form. 

Original Materials Intact Original Materials Intact 

Plan (i.e.: no additions to footprint , relocation of walls, or 
roof plan) Yes No X Interior (woodwork, finishes, flooring, 

fixtures) Yes No X 

Original cladding/exterior materials Yes X No Other elements Yes No 

Windows (no replacement windows or replacement sashes) Yes No X 

Physical Description Narrative 
Describe in detail the original (if known) and present physical appearance, condition and architectural characteristics of the site 
(context, location), exterior (all four walls), and interior. Please include a list of known alterations and their dates (use additional 
sheets if necessary). 

Dedicated in 1916, the White Shield Home is a two and a half-story, hollow clay tile brick-clad building in the Colonial 
Revival Style. The concrete board-formed foundation encloses a full subterranean basement. The building sits proudly 
on the crest of a prominence located at the corner of 52nd and State streets in the South Tacoma neighborhood of 
Tacoma, Washington. The building grounds were expertly landscaped with park-like plantings and comfort amenities 
such as an outdoor fireplace, barbeque and quiet seating areas. The 31,875 square foot structure is located on 3/4 
acre of land. Until recently, the structure sat on a parcel that was more than double the current size.  

The form of the building features a central block with smaller north and south side wings. The roof, which may have 
originally been tile, is clad with an asphalt/composition material. The hipped roof line caps the central mass; the north 
and south wings each have a gable roof with an open gable. The roof line is interrupted by nine dormers, five on the 
eastern and four on the western elevations. A set of three gables are centrally located on the eastern facade above 
the main entry. Directly opposite, on the western facade are a pair of dormers and matched sets can be found one 
each (also facing east and west) on the wings.  

While the majority of the building is brick-clad, the central block of the structure has clapboard siding and features a 
prominent entryway porch on its eastern facade. The entry porch supports a grand, protruding, sunroom located on 
the second floor. The sunroom sported gangs of windows to provide ample light for maternity patients, even in dull 
winter months. The fenestration on the remainder of the building is comprised mostly of simple one-over-one sash 
windows accentuated with brick lintels. Some casement windows can be found primarily on the north, west and 
south facades.  

The interior, although the subject of two major renovations, still retains certain aspects and character defining 
features. Room portioning is mostly intact as well as the building’s circulation plan. The most noteworthy character 
losses include the widow’s walk balcony on the third floor, the sunroom on the second floor and the grand main 
entryway.  

The building originally faced east to greet the morning sun. The orientation of the building was changed to the north 
in 1957 when it was rehabilitated into a nursing and convalescent center. A less formal, protected entry was added to 
the north driveway entrance at the time. A set of stairs with an enclosed landing was added to the north elevation for 
second floor access and egress when the main entry was enclosed in 1957. A fire escape accommodating the second 
and third floors was installed on the southern elevation. 

A one-story brick-clad addition with a flat torch-down roof occupies the park-like grounds on the eastern exposure 
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thus blocking access to the primary east facade and the original main entry. Wheelchair access was provided with the 
construction of this new addition. The most interesting feature of the single-story addition are the awning style 
windows. One window was provided for each convalescent’s room. Despite the awkwardness of the addition, the 
building’s overall plan is largely unaltered, and the addition is barely visible from the street. The addition was 
championed by Dr. Charles Arnold to provide space for an influx of geriatric patients. Dr. Arnold was responsible for 
the construction of at least three other Pierce County nursing home facilities: one at Browns Point, and one each in 
the McKinley and Westgate neighborhoods.  

The building underwent additional remodeling in 1959 at the cost of $60,000 when the use of the structure reverted 
back to a maternity ward. Another $21,000 was spent in 1970 to add additional classroom space. The classrooms 
were designed to accommodate both wheelchairs and baby strollers. It is not immediately apparent where these 
classrooms were located and may have been recently demolished because the grounds were subdivided away from 
the main portion of the house and developed into single family residences in the past five years.  

Despite the subdivision, some landscape features still exist. A curvilinear driveway leading away from the White Shield 
Home to the south features a historic cobblestone retaining wall. The northern edge of the property includes a wing-
shaped outdoor kitchen and fireplace, age unknown. Throughout the grounds were ornamental trees, and a profusion 
of rose bushes. Some remnants of these plantings have survived, and the current grounds are circled by a stand of tall 
conifers.  

The one-story brick addition to the east side detracts from the character of the original building and is not 
recommended as contributing or significant. This addition is therefore excluded from the building’s proposed 
nomination.  
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PART 3: HISTORICAL OR CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Criteria for Designation 

Tacoma Municipal Code recognizes six criteria of eligibility for inclusion on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places. Please select 
any that apply to this property, for which there is documented evidence included in this nomination form. 

X A Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or 

X B Is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

X C Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a 
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may 
lack individual distinction; or 

D Has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history; or 

E Abuts a property that is already listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places and was constructed within the period 
of significance of the adjacent structure; or 

F Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristics, represents an established and familiar visual feature of 
the neighborhood or City. 
 

Historical Data (if known) 

Date(s) of Construction 1916 Other Date(s) of Significance 1957, 1959 

Architect(s) Bullard and Hill Builder C. F. Meeler Engineer 
Architectural 
Style(s) Colonial Revival Material(s) 

Brick, hollow clay 
tile 

Statement of Significance 
Describe in detail the chronological history of the property and how it meets the criteria for the Register of Historic Places. Please 
provide a summary in the first paragraph that lists the relevant criteria (use additional sheets if necessary). This section should 
include a thorough narrative of the property’s history, context, occupants, and uses. If using a Multiple Property Nomination that is 
already on record, or another historical context narrative, please reference it by name and source. 

The White Shield Home is eligible for inclusion to the Tacoma Landmarks Register under Criterion A for its significant 
contributions to the development of Tacoma, under Criterion B for its association with the work of two of Tacoma’s 
pioneering women physicians, and under Criterion C for being the work of prominent Tacoma architectural firm Bullard 
and Hill. Originally constructed as a maternity home for unwed mothers, the home was a refuge to women marginalized 
by social mores of the Victorian-era. Doctors Ella J. Fifield and Eva St. Clair Osburn, although known for their strong 
stance on prohibition, played important roles in championing women’s causes in Tacoma and the nation.   

Tacoma’s first White Shield maternity home for unwed mothers was founded in 1889 by Dr. Eva St. Clair Osburn after 
she recognized a cultural shortcoming in the shaming of, often physically injured, girls who bore children out of wedlock. 
She and her pioneering colleague, Dr. Ella J. Fifield, were two of the first five licensed women to practice medicine in the 
City of Tacoma. They were both active members of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) of Tacoma. 
Together they began a maternity hospital to meet the needs of castoff girls who had been spurned for their condition 
and whose basic needs of food, shelter and physical care were no longer met at home, or denied care due to an inability 
to pay.  

When it was first established in 1889, the first White Shield Home was Dr. Osburn’s residence, located at 302 East 26th 
Street, adjacent to a historic Tacoma fire station. The first ‘official’ home was dedicated at a rented facility some eight 
blocks away at 34th and H Street. The home was located on the fringes of Tacoma in an area that would later become 
known as the McKinley Hill neighborhood. But the large house was no hospital and could only provide refuge for six girls 
comfortably at a time. After a donation by Allen C. Mason, the maternity home was relocated in 1892 to 4214 N. Huson 
St., where operations continued until the permanent home was constructed in 1916 at 52nd and State streets. As 
generous at the Mason donation was, the home on Huson was immediately inadequate, despite providing
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 board for fifteen girls. 

The WCTU is often perceived in negative connotations for its national effort to prohibit alcohol consumption in America. 
However, prohibition was just one of its many platforms. The WCTU advocated for the rights of widows and orphans, 
and they were instrumental in bringing other women’s causes to light before the State Legislature and Congress. Their 
efforts are evidenced and embodied in the construction of the White Shield maternity home. In 1915, the WCTU 
launched a statewide fundraising campaign by utilizing their local chapter organization that had been setup since the 
WCTU charter in 1889. Donations rolled in by dimes and dollars from every county in the state until proceeds had been 
raised to finish construction.  

The mothers-to-be were often admitted to the White Shield Home in their second trimester of their pregnancy and they 
(and their babies) were typically discharged approximately four weeks after delivery. Girls arrived from as far away as 
Alaska for the care they needed in Tacoma. Girls attending the home were accepted regardless of their age, race, 
religious affiliations, or ability to pay. The grounds upon which they would not be accepted was if they had a criminal 
record (such as prostitution) or an established pattern of behavioral issues. While under the care of the home, the girls 
were given room, board, and medical attention. Each girl had her own room and slept in her own bed. Sadly, for many 
cases, this was their first taste of personal privacy—a door that shut, a single bed. School-aged girls continued their 
public-school education at the facility and given an opportunity to learn a vocation, along with homemaking skills, to 
better prepare them for a new life of independence. The unwed mothers were expected to participate in routine 
household chores. And they were encouraged to participate in patient-led chapel and worship services daily. Upon 
delivery the White Shield Home staff members urged the girls to become independent of society while keeping their 
babies. When a responsible father expressed an interest in both the mother and the child, marriages were arranged. If 
marriage was not an option, the home sought to give babies up to close family members before considering the final 
alternative of adoption by strangers.   

The State refused to re-issue a license for the maternity hospital in July of 1956. The State cited two compelling reasons 
for their actions:  

• insufficient staffing of certified professionals, and

• a confusing and disorganized management scheme.

Management had come by way of two oppressive boards of directors—one was responsible for the day-to-day home 
operations and the other was the WCTU board who were the owners and fundraising arm. Dr. Charles Arnold, a geriatric 
physician, bought out the WCTU and immediately began making alterations to the White Shield Home, which he 
renamed Laurelhurst Nursing and Convalescent Center. Approximately twenty new rooms were added in 1957 under Dr. 
Arnold’s direction. 

Former members of the White Shield Home board of directors, working with the Olympia Diocese of the Episcopalian 
Church, founded a new organization for the benefit of unwed mothers known as Faith House. The new organization 
purchased back from Dr. Arnold the maternity hospital that their sisters had constructed so many years earlier. Faith 
House continued operations until 1987 as public funds and annual charitable contributions from organizations like the 
United Way were systematically channeled away from faith-based organizations. 

The White Shield Home, and later Faith House, maintained an impeccable record when it came to maternity care for 
unwed mothers and their babies. An estimated 4,000 girls were helped by the two organizations between 1889 and 
1987. During that interval, the infant mortality rate of the White Shield Home was an astonishingly low 0.002%.
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For comparison, nearly 100 years later, the national average of infant mortality in 2014 had reached a low of 0.006%. 
According to the newspaper accounts at the time, the youngest girl accepted in the home was a mere 11-years of age. 
The eldest unwed mother admitted was 36, however, the average age of patients was 17.  

White Shield Home attending physician Dr. Ella J. Fifield became the first woman elected to the Tacoma School Board in 
1890. She founded the Tacoma Parent Teachers Association. She participated in the negotiations with the Northern 
Pacific Railway for the purchase of the Tacoma Tourist Hotel which the school district later converted into Stadium High 
School. In 1894 she chartered the local chapter of the Women’s Benefit Association, a group dedicated to providing 
women with affordable life insurance policies. Later in life, she became an insurance auditor who doggedly defended 
womens’ and orphans’ insurance claims when companies were reluctant to pay.  

Bullard and Hill 

Prolific and versatile, the firm of Bullard (George W. Bullard) and Hill (Irwyn H. Hill) designed many residences and 
commercial-industrial properties in Tacoma, as well as some schools and churches. The White Shield Home is one of the 
few institutional properties known and extant designed by this firm. The Tacoma YMCA Building (completed 1909) at 
714 Market Street is another one of their designs for social/civic functions. The YMCA Building is listed on the Tacoma 
Register of Historic Places, Washington Register, and National Register. The firm is well documented for other properties 
listed at the local, state and national level, either individually or as contributing resources in historic districts. Some of 
their works include: 

• Hunt-Mottet Building, 2112-2114 Pacific Ave, Tacoma. Completed 1907. Listed on the National Register of
Historic Places as a primary/contributing structure of the Union Depot-Warehouse Historic District.

• Hunt-Mottet Warehouse, 2110-2122 Commerce St., Tacoma. Completed 1907. Listed on the Tacoma
Register of Historic Places, as 2109 South C Street.

• The historic J. B. Stevens Garage (723-25 Broadway), built in 1914, is another extant but altered example of
the firm’s portfolio. This building is more commonly known today as the “Graffiti Garages,” for the top
floor’s former use as a local graffiti art showcase.

George Bullard also worked independently from his partnership with Hill. Bullard is individually credited with notable 
Tacoma buildings including the former museum of the Washington State Historical Society, 315 N. Stadium Way, 
completed in 1911 and a contributing structure to the Stadium-Seminary National Historic District. He also designed the 
Japanese Buddhist Church, 1717 Fawcett Ave, completed 1930 and listed on the Tacoma Register. George Bullard 
designed numerous residences around the city in his 45-year career here, 1890-1935. 

Summary

The White Shield Home represents a bold step in the change of the social clime from the draconian Victorian-era view 
of teen pregnancy to the evolving attitudes of the neo-modernist professional women of the Roaring 20s and beyond. 
Women like Drs. Osburn and Fifield stand in the breach of history between the Suffragette and the recent women’s 
movements. The success rate of the White Shield Home is a testament to the effectiveness of their mission of long-
term holistic care of their patient’s mental, emotional, physical and spiritual wellness. It was a time-tested formula for 
the development of scared girls into self-actualized young women, despite the social marginalization and physical 
difficulties they faced.  
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White Shield Building
Property Name (Historic)

5210 South State Street
Tacoma, WA 98409
Property Address

Image Index

Historic images:
• Conceptual drawing by Bullard and Hill used for Women’s Christian Temperance Union capital campaign.  This 1914 illustration is found on a post-

card used to solicit funding for the construction of the White Shield Home in Tacoma.  Source: Washington State Historical Society.
• 1922 image showing the northeast corner of the building.  Source: Boland Collection, Tacoma Public Library, Negative B-5278.
• 1916 image of the building from a local newspaper.  Shows east (front) and south (end) facades. Source: Tacoma Daily Ledger, August 13, 1916, 

page 28.
• Undated historic image of building, looking west at the front (east) facade. Steps lead up from State Street. Source: Source: Tacoma Public Li-

brary, Negative BU12213.
• 1947 image of building, looking west at the front (east) facade. Steps lead up from State Street. Source: Source: Tacoma Public Library, Negative 

D-2878912.
• 1977 image of building and site, looking NW from State Street. Source: Source: Tacoma Public Library, Negative BU2465.
• Detail of 1912-1950 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Tacoma, showing the nominated building.

Current images:
• Front (E) facade, from S. State St. 
• Northeast corner. Low brick addition at left. 
• North side.
• NW corner.
• West (rear) facade detail. 
• Southwest corner.
• Southeast corner. Low brick addition at right.
• Looking north along east side of property. 
• River rock retaining wall, paved driveway along south south side of property. Looking NW.
• First floor corridor, looking south from north entrance.
• First floor, typical room. East side of main corridor. Looking NW.
• First floor, looking west from main corridor into multi-stall restroom.
• Detail of original west exterior and window; now housed within small 1-story addition, NW corner of building. 
• First floor, stairwell, west side of main corridor. 
• Top of stairwell, at second floor.
• Second floor, typical room.
• Second floor, example of a room with private bathroom.
• Second floor, looking north inside altered space over front (east) porch.
• Second floor, looking at stairs up to attic.
• Top of stairs to attic.
• Attic, looking north.
• Attic, looking south. 
• Basement, main building. 
• Basement (Annex), typical room.
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Site plan, showing current brick addition removed and proposed new addition to south. Source: Visionary Properties.

NORTH

SITE PLAN
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5210 South State Street
Tacoma, WA 98409
Property Address
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Historic Photographs and MapsWhite Shield Building
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5210 South State Street
Tacoma, WA 98409
Property Address

1922 image showing the northeast corner of the building.  Source: Boland Collection, Tacoma Public Library, Negative B-5278.

Conceptual drawing by Bullard and Hill used for Women’s Christian Temperance Union capital campaign.  This 1914 illustration is 
found on a postcard used to solicit funding for the construction of the White Shield Home in Tacoma.  Source: Washington State 
Historical Society.
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Historic Photographs and MapsWhite Shield Building
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1916 image of the building from a local newspaper.  Shows east (front) and south (end) facades. Source: Tacoma Daily Ledger, 
August 13, 1916, page 28. Photo caption: " This building was erected by the Women’s Christian Temperance Union and other 
women of Washington who are interested in the welfare of girls.  It is constructed of brick and cost $15,000.  In designing the 
home special attention was given to the uses for which it was intended, and it is commodiously arranged.

Undated historic image of building, looking west at the front (east) facade. Steps lead up from State Street. Source: Source: Ta-
coma Public Library, Negative BU12213.
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1947 image of building, looking west at the front (east) facade. Steps lead up from State Street. Source: Source: Tacoma Public 
Library, Negative D-2878912.

1977 image of building and site, looking NW from State Street. Source: Source: Tacoma Public Library, Negative BU2465.
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Detail of 1912-1950 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Tacoma, showing the nominated building. Source: Tacoma Public Library, 
Northwest Room. (Pink denotes masonry construction; yellow denotes wood construction.)
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Current Photographs

CP1. Front (E) facade, from S. State St. 

CP2. Northeast corner. Low brick addition at left. 

All current condition photos taken October 2018 by Susan John-
son, Artifacts Consulting, Inc.
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Current Photographs

CP3. North side.

CP4. Northwest corner.

White Shield Building
Property Name (Historic)

5210 South State Street
Tacoma, WA 98409
Property Address
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Current Photographs

CP5. West (rear) facade detail. 

CP6. Southwest corner.

White Shield Building
Property Name (Historic)

5210 South State Street
Tacoma, WA 98409
Property Address
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Current Photographs

CP7. Southeast corner. Low brick addition at right.

CP8. Looking north along east side of property. 

White Shield Building
Property Name (Historic)

5210 South State Street
Tacoma, WA 98409
Property Address
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Current Photographs

CP9. River rock retaining wall, paved driveway along south south side of property. Looking northwest.

CP10. First floor corridor, looking south from north entrance.

White Shield Building
Property Name (Historic)

5210 South State Street
Tacoma, WA 98409
Property Address
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Current Photographs

CP11. First floor, typical room. East side of main corridor. Looking NW.

CP12. First floor, looking west from main corridor into multi-stall restroom.
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Current Photographs

CP13. Detail of original west exterior and window; now housed within small 1-story addition, NW corner of building. 

CP14. First floor, stairwell, west side of main corridor. 

White Shield Building
Property Name (Historic)

5210 South State Street
Tacoma, WA 98409
Property Address
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Current Photographs

CP15. Top of stairwell, at second floor.

CP16. Second floor, typical room.

White Shield Building
Property Name (Historic)

5210 South State Street
Tacoma, WA 98409
Property Address
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Current Photographs

CP17. Second floor, example of a room with private bathroom.

CP18. Second floor, looking north inside altered space over front (east) porch.

White Shield Building
Property Name (Historic)

5210 South State Street
Tacoma, WA 98409
Property Address

113



Current Photographs

CP19. Second floor, looking at stairs up to attic.

CP20. Top of stairs to attic.
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5210 South State Street
Tacoma, WA 98409
Property Address
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Current Photographs

CP21. Attic, looking north.

CP22. Attic, looking south. 
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Current Photographs

CP23. Basement, main building. 

CP24. Basement (Annex), typical room.
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