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INFORMATION ABOUT VIRTUAL MEETINGS 
 

This meeting will be conducted both in-person and virtually. The meeting will occur in the Tacoma Municipal Building, 747 Market St., Room 243 and 
can also be attended at https://zoom.us/j/88592995176, or by dialing +1 (253) 215-8782  and entering the meeting ID 885 9299 5176 when prompted. 
 
Microphones will be muted and cameras turned off for all participants during the meeting, except for the Commissioners and presenters. 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS  PAGE # TIME 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Written comments are accepted on agenda items via e-mail and must be submitted by 12:00 p.m. on the meeting day. Please e-mail your 
comments to landmarks@cityoftacoma.org, put in the subject line “LPC Meeting 1/25/23”, and clearly indicate which agenda item(s) you are 
addressing. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Excusal of Absences 

B. Approval of Minutes: N/A   

C. Administrative Review: 
• 512 N. L St. – garage 

5. PUBLIC HEARING 

A. John F. and Edith MacFarlane House (314 N. Yakima Ave.) Jess Guatney 9 15 m 

B. National Realty Building (1117-1119 Pacific Ave.) NW Vernacular 63 15 m 

6. DESIGN REVIEW 

A. 1211 N. 10th St. Michelle Martinez, Terra Firma 131 10 m 
Foundation repairs, temporary porch removal   

7. BOARD BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION ITEMS 

A. Equity Committee updates Commission  5 m 

B. Events & Activities Staff 7 5 m 

8. CHAIR COMMENTS 

 
Agenda 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning and Development Services Department 

Date: January 25, 2023 
Time: 5:30 p.m. 
Location: Hybrid (see below) 

http://www.cityoftacoma.org/lpc-agenda
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STAFF REPORT  January 25, 2023 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
General Procedural Notes: 
The Landmarks Preservation Commission will hear public comments today regarding nominations to the 
Tacoma Register of Historic Places. 
 
NOMINATIONS TO THE TACOMA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  
 
Tacoma Register listing follows procedures defined in 13.07.050, and consists of a minimum of two 
separate Commission meetings. The initial meeting determines whether the property meets the threshold 
criteria in the ordinance for age and integrity. If the Commission finds that the age and integrity standards 
are met, then the Commission may move to have the nomination scheduled for a public hearing and 
comment period, at which the public may enter comments into the record for consideration. Following the 
comment period, the Commission may deliberate on the nomination for up to 45 days before 
recommending to City Council listing on the register, or denying the nomination.   
 
The purpose of this hearing is to hear public comment regarding the above proposal.  For the Tacoma 
Register nominations, the Commission will use any public comment received to assist in developing its 
recommendations to City Council. 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 5A:  314 N. Yakima Ave. 
Jessica Guatney & Christopher Stubel, owners 
 
BACKGROUND  
The John F. and Edith MacFarlane House at 314 N. Yakima Avenue is a Queen Anne style house 
constructed in 1891. The building is representative of late 19th century housing in early Tacoma. It is a 
contributing property within the Stadium Seminary National Register Historic District and is also directly 
adjacent to the northern boundary of the Tacoma Register and National Register of Historic Places listed 
North Slope Historic District. The nominated building retains many of its original features on both the exterior 
and interior. The nomination includes the principal structure and was drafted by the owners along with 
Marshall McClintock, and submitted by the owners. 
 
PRIOR ACTION 
On December 14, 2022, the Landmarks Commission found that the property appeared to meet the 
threshold criteria for designation in the ordinance and voted to schedule the nomination for a hearing. 
 
REQUESTED ACTION 
The purpose of this hearing is to receive public comment on the proposed nomination and, if appropriate, 
to make a recommendation to Council. 
 
EFFECTS OF NOMINATION 
• Future changes to the exterior will require approval of the Landmarks Preservation Commission prior 

to those changes being made, to ensure historical and architectural appropriateness. 

• Unnecessary demolition of properties listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places is strongly 
discouraged by the municipal code and requires approval of the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission. 
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• Future renovations of listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places may qualify for the Special 
Tax Valuation property tax incentive. 

 
STANDARDS 
The property is nominated under the following criteria: 

 
C: Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction, as an example of a Queen 
Anne style residence that represented late 19th century housing in early Tacoma.  
 
E. Abuts a property that is already listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places and was 
constructed within the period of significance of the adjacent structure; as it abuts the northern 
boundary of the Tacoma Register of Historic Places listed North Slope Historic District. 

ANALYSIS 
1. At 131 years-old the property meets the age threshold criterion. 
2. This property retains a high degree of overall integrity. 
3. The property showcases a fine example of a late 19th century Queen Anne style residence. 
4. The house abuts the northern boundary of the Tacoma Register of Historic Places listed North Slope 

Historic District and was built within the period of significance for that district. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
The Commission may recommend designation to the City Council, deny the nomination, or defer if 
additional information is needed. Based upon the criteria listed in TMC 13.07.040, staff recommends that 
the nomination be forwarded to City Council with a recommendation for designation. 
 
Sample Motion to Recommend Designation: 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission recommend to City Council that 314 N. Yakima 
Avenue, the MacFarlane House, be included on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places, including the 
following elements [list elements] finding that it does meet Criteria [Cite Criteria] of TMC 13.07.040.” 
 
Sample Motion to Deny Designation: 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission deny the nomination for 314 N. Yakima Avenue, 
the MacFarlane House, finding that it does not appear to meet the criteria for designation at TMC 
13.07.040 (or state another reason).” 
 
Sample Motion to Defer: 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation defer a decision on the nomination of 314 N. Yakima Avenue to 
obtain additional necessary information [specify], to the next regular LPC meeting (or state another 
reason).” 
 

AGENDA ITEM 5B:  1117-1119 Pacific Avenue 
111X Properties, Steve DeWalt, owner 
 
BACKGROUND  
Built in 1911, the National Realty Building is representative of early skyscraper design in Tacoma, and 
according to the nomination was the first to use cantilever beam construction in Tacoma. Later known as 
the Puget Sound National Bank, the building reflects a period of intense growth in Tacoma’s central 
business district in the early 20th century. It also showcases the work of locally significant architects Heath 
& Twitchell and structural engineers Heady & Peterson. Built in 1912, the Annex (1117 Pacific) is historically 
connected to the National Realty Building but has been altered over time, including the 1964 front facade 
remodel and 2001 facade and interior alterations. The nomination, prepared by NW Vernacular for the 
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owner, includes the principal structure and the Annex; the connected buildings together occupy the same 
tax parcel.   
 
PRIOR ACTION 
On December 14, 2022, the Landmarks Commission found that the property appeared to meet the 
threshold criteria for designation in the ordinance and voted to schedule the nomination for a hearing. 
 
REQUESTED ACTION 
The purpose of this hearing is to receive public comment on the proposed nomination and, if appropriate, 
to make a recommendation to Council. 
 
EFFECTS OF NOMINATION 
• Future changes to the exterior will require approval of the Landmarks Preservation Commission prior 

to those changes being made, to ensure historical and architectural appropriateness. 

• Unnecessary demolition of properties listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places is strongly 
discouraged by the municipal code and requires approval of the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission. 

• Future renovations of listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places may qualify for the Special 
Tax Valuation property tax incentive. 

 
STANDARDS 
The property is nominated under the following criteria: 
 

A.   Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history; as the building is associated with broad patterns of history as downtown Tacoma, 
particularly on Pacific Avenue, became established as the commercial center for the city.  

B. Is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; as the building is associated with 
Reno Odlin, who served as president of Puget Sound National Bank, the owner and street-level 
occupant of the building, from 1936 until 1972. 

C: Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction, as an early example of 
skyscraper design in Tacoma, the first to use cantilever beam construction, and reflects the work 
of locally significant architects Heath & Twitchell and structural engineers Heady & Peterson. 

ANALYSIS 
1. At over 100 years-old the main building and the addition both meet the age threshold criterion. 
2. Both the main building and the addition retain integrity of location, setting, feeling and association. 

Multiple renovations have impacted the materials, design and workmanship to varying degrees 
between the main building and the Annex.  

3. This property is a fine example of early skyscraper design and cantilever beam construction in 
Tacoma. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
The Commission may recommend designation to the City Council, deny the nomination, or defer if 
additional information is needed. Based upon the criteria listed in TMC 13.07.040, staff recommends that 
the nomination be forwarded to City Council with a recommendation for designation. 
 
Sample Motion to Recommend Designation: 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission recommend to City Council that 1117-1119 Pacific 
Avenue, the National Realty Building, be included on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places, including 
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the following elements [list elements] finding that it does meet Criteria [Cite Criteria] of TMC 13.07.040.” 

Sample Motion to Deny Designation: 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission deny the nomination for 1117-1119 Pacific 
Avenue, the National Realty Building, finding that it does not appear to meet the criteria for designation 
at TMC 13.07.040 (or state another reason).” 

Sample Motion to Defer: 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation defer a decision on the nomination of 1117-1119 Pacific 
Avenue to obtain additional necessary information [specify], to the next regular LPC meeting (or state 
another reason).” 

DESIGN REVIEW 

AGENDA ITEM 6A: 1211 N 10th Street (North Slope Historic District) 
Michelle Martinez, Terra Firma Foundation Systems 

BACKGROUND 
Built in 1890, this house is a contributing structure in the North Slope Historic District. This is a design 
review for foundation repairs, including demolition of the front porch to facilitate these repairs. The current 
foundation, including under the front porch, consists of concrete block (CMU). The existing front porch 
consists of a concrete slab floor, an attached shed roof form, two turned decorative wood posts, a simple 
wooden balustrade, and poured concrete steps. The house faces east onto North 10th Street. An alley 
borders the property to the north.  The owner has stated the intent to reconstruct the front porch following 
the foundation repairs; that design will be submitted in a separate permit. 

The proposed scope, as submitted in the historic design review permit, is to: 
• Remove the existing non-historic front porch; this is required to access the front foundation and

complete necessary stabilization.
• Conduct structural repairs and reinforcements to the existing, non-historic concrete block (aka

CMU) foundation.
• Structural calculations and plans calling out repairs by location are included in the packet.

GUIDELINES 
The North Slope/Wedge Neighborhood Design Guidelines apply to the front porch work in this proposal. 
There are no specific guidelines for foundations.  

Porches 

1. Retain existing porches and porch details. The original design elements of existing historic porches,
when present, should be maintained. Major changes to configuration or ornamentation should be
avoided. Missing or deteriorated details, such as columns and railings, should be repaired or
replaced in kind.

2. Avoid adding architecturally inappropriate details. Items such as porch columns reflect the
architecture of the home. Tapered columns atop piers are emblematic of Craftsman homes, but are
not appropriate on Victorian era houses. Likewise, scrollwork, turned posts, or gingerbread are not
appropriate on a Craftsman home. Replacement elements that have no historic design relationship
with the architecture diminish the historic character of the building.

3. Replace missing porches with designs and details that reflect the original design, if known. Avoid
adding conjectural elements. Photographic or other documentary evidence should guide the design
of replacement porches. Where this is unavailable, a new design should be based on existing
original porches from houses of similar type and age.

6



4. In certain cases, building code may trump preservation guidelines. For example, historic railing 
height may be considered a life safety issue, and new railings are generally required to meet 
building code. In these cases, innovative approaches may be needed to retain the appropriate 
scale and appearance. 

 
ANALYSIS 

1. The property at 1211 N. 10th Street is a contributing structure in the North Slope Historic District. 
As such it is subject to design review requirements per TMC 13.05.040, and requires Landmarks 
Commission approval prior to those alterations being made or permitted. 

2. The existing CMU foundation is non-historic and has serious condition issues.  
3. The existing front porch’s concrete slab and steps, the shed roof, and the balustrade are non-

historic; the turned posts might be historic but could be salvaged for reuse at a reconstructed 
porch.   

4. There are no guidelines for foundation repairs in the North Slope Historic District; however, the 
proposed work will not be visible from the exterior.  

5. Designs for the porch replacement will be submitted separately and should not impede the 
necessary structural repairs to the foundation. 

 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Staff recommends approval of the porch demolition and foundation repairs as submitted.  
 
Sample motion for approval: 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission adopt as findings the staff analysis and approve 
the application for foundation repairs at 1211 N. 10th Street as submitted.”  
 
Sample language for deferral: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission defer the application for 1211 N. 10th Street pending 
submittal of [cite additional information needed to review application]. 
 
Sample motion for denial: 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission deny the proposed foundation repairs at 1211 N. 
10th, finding that it does not meet the North Slope Historic District Design Guidelines [cite guidelines].” 
 
 
BOARD BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 7A: Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee 
Commissioners 
 
This is a standing agenda item for updates and discussion related to the activities of the Equity 
Committee. 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 7B: Events and Activities Update 
Paige Rooney 

 
1. Historic Preservation Month 2023 will be in May. Plans for programs/events are underway. The 

proposed theme is Sustainability.  
2. Tacoma Historical Society has an exhibit opening on Friday, January 27th. “Dreams & 

Dispossession: The Railway Comes to Tacoma” with special keynote speaker Ethelda Burke. 
More information is available at https://tacomahistory.org 
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 Landmarks Preservation Commission 
 Tacoma Community and Economic Development Department 

 747 Market Street  ❖  Room 345  ❖  Tacoma WA 98402-3793  ❖  253.591.5254 

 TACOMA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
 NOMINATION FORM 

 This  form  is  required  to  nominate  properties  to  the  Tacoma  Register  of  Historic  Places  per  Tacoma  Municipal  Code  13.07.050.  Type  all  entries  and 
 complete all applicable sections. Contact the Historic Preservation Office with any questions at 253-591-5254. 

 PART 1:  PROPERTY INFORMATION (for ‘HELP’ press the F1 key) 
 04/2017 
 Property Name 

 Historic 
 Name 

 The John F. & Edith MacFarlane House       Common 
 Name 

       

 Location 

 Street Address    314 North Yakima Avenue, Tacoma WA     Zip   98403     

 Parcel No(s).    

 2033160040 

 Legal  Description  and  Plat  or  Addition:  The  easterly  half  of  lot  5,  and  all  of  lot  6,  block  3316, 
 Map  of  New  Tacoma,  Washington  Territory,  according  to  plat  filed  for  record  february  3rd, 
 1875 in the Office of the county auditor in Pierce County Washington 

 Nominated Elements 
 Please indicate below significant elements of the property that are included in the nomination by checking the 
 appropriate box(es) below. These elements should be described specifically in the narrative section of this form. 

 X  Principal Structure  ☐  Site 

 ☐  Historic Additions  ☐  Historic Landscaping, Fencing, Walkways, etc. 

 ☐  Accessory Buildings/Outbuildings  ☐  Interior Spaces/Other (inventory in narrative) 

 Owner of Property 

 Name   Jessica Guatney & Christopher Stubel     

 Address   314 N Yakima Ave      City   Tacoma      State   WA   Zip   98403 

 Is the owner the sponsor of this nomination? If not, 
 please provide evidence that the owner has been 
 contacted. 

 Yes  X  No  ☐ 

 Owner Signature, if possible: 

 Jessica Guatney & Christopher Stubel 

 Form Preparer 
 Nominations to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places are processed according to the procedures and standards described in TMC 1.42 and 13.07.  Submittal of a 
 nomination form does not obligate the City to place a property on the Register or to extend financial incentives to a property owner.  Documents submitted become public 
 record.  Additional requirements may be imposed by other City, state or federal regulations. 
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 Landmarks Preservation Commission 
 Tacoma Community and Economic Development Department 

 747 Market Street  ❖  Room 345  ❖  Tacoma WA 98402-3793  ❖  253.591.5254 

 Name/Title  Jessica Guatney  Company/Organization        

 Address   314 N Yakima Avenue      City   Tacoma      State  WA    Zip  98403  

 Phone  602-291-3658   Email   Hello@JessGuatney.com     

 Nomination Checklist—Attachments 
 X  $100 Filing Fee (payable to City Treasurer)  ☐  Continuation Sheets 

 X  Site Map (REQUIRED)  X  Historical Plans 

 X  Photographs (REQUIRED):  please label or caption 
 photographs and include a photography index 

 ☐  Other (please indicate):         FOR OFFICE USE 

 X  Last Deed of Title (REQUIRED):  this document can 
 usually be obtained for little or no cost from a titling 
 company 

 Date Received  _____________ 

 Fee Paid  _____________ 

 Nominations to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places are processed according to the procedures and standards described in TMC 1.42 and 13.07.  Submittal of a 
 nomination form does not obligate the City to place a property on the Register or to extend financial incentives to a property owner.  Documents submitted become public 
 record.  Additional requirements may be imposed by other City, state or federal regulations. 
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 Landmarks Preservation Commission 
 Nomination to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places Page __ of __ 

 Narrative (continued) 

 PART 2:  PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

 Extent of Changes 
 Please summarize the changes that have been made to the original plan, exterior, materials, cladding, windows, interior, and other 
 significant elements by selecting the choices below. If the property has been previously documented, these may be indicated on the 
 Washington State Historic Property Inventory Form. These changes should be described specifically in the narrative section of this 
 form. 

 Original Materials Intact  Original Materials Intact 

 Plan (i.e.: no additions to footprint , relocation of walls, or 
 roof plan) 

 Yes X  No ☐  Interior (woodwork, finishes, flooring, 
 fixtures)  Yes X  No ☐ 

 Original cladding/exterior materials  Yes X  No ☐  Other elements  Yes X  No ☐ 

 Windows (no replacement windows or replacement sashes)  Yes X  No ☐ 

 Physical Description Narrative 
 Describe in detail the original (if known) and present  physical appearance  , condition and  architectural  characteristics  of the site 
 (context, location), exterior (all four walls), and interior. Please include a list of known alterations and their dates (use additional 
 sheets if necessary). 

       
 The John F. & Edith MacFarlane House at 314 North Yakima Avenue is a contributing property within the National 
 Register of Historic Places designated Stadium-Seminary Historic District. The two-story, front-gabled Queen Anne is 
 situated on a .112 acre lot near the southwest corner of the intersection of North 3rd Street and North Yakima Avenue. 
 The house has four bedrooms, 1 ¾ baths and a partial basement. 

 Site 
 The 37.5 x 120 ft. lot is level with the sidewalk that runs along the North Yakima side. The approximately 22 x 71 ft. 
 house sits off-center on the lot very close (2 - 3 ft.) to the east boundary, providing a larger side yard on the west side. 
 The main façade fronts North Yakima Avenue. The lot at the rear is about five feet lower than the alley where the 1949 
 one-story 320 sf. garage sits in the southeast corner. A raised brick patio sits in the corner formed by the one-story, 207 
 sf. rear 1928 addition to the house. The landscaping is minimal with a large silver maple in the front planting strip. A 
 large spruce is located even with the front façade along the west boundary. A large oak sits in the rear southwest 
 corner. The east side of the house’s first story is completely obscured by a row of tall ornamental junipers on the 
 adjacent property. 

 Exterior 
 This two-story, wood frame house is an example of the front-gabled Queen Anne style.  It has a narrow rectangular 
 plan and sits on a concrete foundation that was added in 1928. Also from 1928 is a small half-width, one-story gabled 
 addition at the rear that provides utility space and basement access. The roof is steep pitched with a primary main 
 gable and three lower cross gables and is clad with composition shingles. Two single stack, red brick chimneys exit the 
 roof on the west side slope on either side of the west projecting bay. The narrow, closed eaves have a wide, plain frieze 
 board below and integral wood gutters in good condition. 

 The house has mixed cladding. The first floor is clad in four-inch reveal, shiplap wood siding with corner boards. The 
 second floor is clad in four-inch reveal wood shingles. The front, rear, and west gables are highly decorated. The east 
 side gables were likely similarly decorated but are currently covered with plywood sheeting. This likely due to their 
 inaccessibility caused by the abutting apartment parking lot. The current owners hope to restore these at a later date. 

 The house retains the majority of its original wood windows with wide, plain surrounds and lug sills. The surround 
 heads are flat and generally integrate into the cornice frieze or mid-story trim bands. Most of the windows are slightly 
 narrow, one-over-one and double hung. The top most portion of the gables sport 24 light, casement windows. 

 Front (north) façade 
 The main entry is recessed, off-center on the east side of the front façade. The door with plain trim is four paneled and 
 one third glazed. The door hardware is likely replacement. To the west of the entry area is a large, fixed cottage window 
 with a transom featuring decorative beveled stained glass. The previous owner Kelsey Heinold installed this pane of 
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 Landmarks Preservation Commission 
 Tacoma Community and Economic Development Department 

 747 Market Street  ❖  Room 345  ❖  Tacoma WA 98402-3793  ❖  253.591.5254 

 antique beveled stained glass, replacing the plain glass transom. 

 The façade-wide front porch is reached by three steps and has a shed roof supported by four chamfered posts with a 
 low, flat, cut-out balustrade. The porch columns and balustrade have been changed several times over the years. 
 Inventory pictures from 1977 show the porch supported by four ¾ length Tuscan columns with rounded bases set on 
 square piers with a low balustrade of square balusters between. These Tuscan columns were possibly added by Mr. 
 MacFarlane when he bought and updated the house in 1903. At some point prior to 2007, these were replaced with 
 full-length fluted Tuscan columns and sections of tall balustrade with turned balusters between but unconnected to the 
 columns. Between 2016 and 2020, the previous owner, Kelsey Heinold, used the porch of the 1891 house next door 
 (318) as a model and installed the porch posts and balustrade we see today. 

 The second floor has a small, inset porch on the east side supported by a non-original, round column. At the back of 
 the porch is a double-hung, one-over-one window. The porch is accessed by a paneled door to the west into the master 
 bedroom. Centered beneath the front gable are two paired, one-over-one, double-hung windows. 

 The gable features a centered, 24-light casement window. Its surround has a head with crown molding and a sill 
 decorated with dentil molding. On either side of the window is decorative flat stick work in a geometric pattern over 
 shiplap siding. The gable peak above the window features unique cube-patterned stick work. 

 West façade 
 The west façade features a wide story band between the first and second stories with flat stick work. Toward the north 
 end of this façade are two one-over-one, double-hung windows, one on each floor aligned vertically. 
 Somewhat off-center toward the rear is a projecting cross-gabled, two-story bay. It has two paired, one-over-one, 
 double-hung windows on the second floor, and a three-sided, canted bay on the first floor with a narrow, double-hung, 
 one-over-one window on each side and a large double-hung, one-over-one window in the center. The story band 
 continues across the top of the bay. The gable features the same elaborate decoration as the gable on the front façade. 
 Toward the south end of this façade is one-over-one, double-hung window on the second floor. Immediately below is a 
 small, 6-pane fixed window. As infill evidence shows, this window once matched the window above but was shortened 
 (likely in the 1928 remodel) to accommodate modern kitchen appliances. 

 Rear (south) façade 
 The rear façade has seen the most changes. The west side of the first floor features a double-leaf door with two fully 
 glazed panels that open from the kitchen onto a small raised brick patio. On the second floor, a wide one-over-one, 
 double-hung vinyl window (planned to be replaced with wood). The gable has the decorative flat stick work in a 
 geometric pattern over shiplap siding, but no window. The gable peak also has the unique cube-patterned stick work 
 found on the front and west gables. 

 The major change is the one-story, gabled wing attached to the east side half of the rear façade that provides a utility 
 space and basement access. The original addition dates from 1928 and had a shed roof. About 2016 the previous 
 owner extended the addition further in the rear yard and gave it a gable roof. It is clad in the same shiplap and closed 
 eaves as the main house and continues the story band along its west side. The rear and east facades of the wing have 
 a plain frieze and gable fascia with no windows. The rear of the wing has a centered, single-leaf, fully glazed door with 
 two short, one-over-one, double-hung vinyl windows on either side. Currently the wing’s rear wall is clad in attached 
 license plates with the gable cladding in painted tuna can bottoms installed by previous owner artist Kelsey Heinold. 

 East façade 
 The east façade is close to the property line where the neighboring property has an apartment parking lot and tall 
 juniper hedge, which makes it difficult to access or photograph. The first floor has a single one-over-one, double-hung 
 window toward the north end and another toward the south end. In the first floor center, slightly raised, are two tall 
 paired, fixed windows that look on to the first landing of the interior stairwell. These windows feature single fixed sashes 
 with a pattern of small lights around their perimeters. The second floor of the east façade has two projecting 
 cross-gable bays. The bay toward the north end has a single one-over-one, double-hung window. The bay toward the 
 south end has two, separated one-over-one, double-hung windows. Both gables feature the same 24-light casement 

 Nominations to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places are processed according to the procedures and standards described in TMC 1.42 and 13.07.  Submittal of a 
 nomination form does not obligate the City to place a property on the Register or to extend financial incentives to a property owner.  Documents submitted become public 
 record.  Additional requirements may be imposed by other City, state or federal regulations. 
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 Landmarks Preservation Commission 
 Tacoma Community and Economic Development Department 

 747 Market Street  ❖  Room 345  ❖  Tacoma WA 98402-3793  ❖  253.591.5254 

 window as found on the front and west gables with crown molding head and a slipsill with dentil molding. However, the 
 rest of each gable appears covered with painted plywood. Likely these gables replicate all or much of the detail found 
 on the front or rear gables but has been covered due to deterioration. It is the current owners’ intention to remove the 
 wood and restore these gables. 

 Interior 
 The interior of the house retains many original features, such window frames, baseboards, doors, corner brackets and 
 flooring. Its staircase is particularly unique. It begins at the rear of the entry area as a U-shaped stair. As it reaches the 
 second floor, however, there is an intermediate landing where the stair splits with one stair ascending to the front (north) 
 of the house and another ascending to the rear (south) of the house. 

 PART 3:  HISTORICAL OR CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

 Nominations to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places are processed according to the procedures and standards described in TMC 1.42 and 13.07.  Submittal of a 
 nomination form does not obligate the City to place a property on the Register or to extend financial incentives to a property owner.  Documents submitted become public 
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 Criteria for Designation 

 Tacoma Municipal Code recognizes six criteria of eligibility for inclusion on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places.  Please select 
 any that apply to this property, for which there is documented evidence included in this nomination form. 

 ☐  A  Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or 

 ☐  B  Is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

 X  C  Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, 
 or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack 
 individual distinction; or 

 ☐  D  Has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history; or 

 X  E  Abuts a property that is already listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places and was constructed within the period 
 of significance of the adjacent structure; or 

 ☐  F  Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristics, represents an established and familiar visual feature of 
 the neighborhood or City. 

 Historical Data (if known) 
 Date(s) of Construction  1891      Other Date(s) of Significance   1895, 1904     

 Architect(s)    unknown     Builder   Charles Drury 
 (likely)    

 Engineer        

 Architectural 
 Style(s) 

 Queen Anne       Material(s)   Wood     

 Statement of Significance 

 Nominations to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places are processed according to the procedures and standards described in TMC 1.42 and 13.07.  Submittal of a 
 nomination form does not obligate the City to place a property on the Register or to extend financial incentives to a property owner.  Documents submitted become public 
 record.  Additional requirements may be imposed by other City, state or federal regulations. 
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 Describe in detail the chronological history of the property and how it meets the criteria for the Register of Historic Places. Please 
 provide a summary in the first paragraph that lists the relevant criteria (use additional sheets if necessary). This section should 
 include a thorough narrative of the property’s history, context, occupants, and uses.  If using a Multiple Property Nomination that 
 is already on record, or another historical context narrative, please reference it by name and source. 

 Constructed in 1891, the John F. & Edith MacFarlane house is located within the National Register of Historic Places 
 designated Stadium-Seminary Historic District. It is listed in W. Burton Eidsmoe’s  The Keystone of Tacoma:  A Guide 
 to Selected Homes and Prominent Buildings in the Stadium-Annie Wright Historic District  (1990, pg. 58). Due to the 
 house’s historical associations, architecture, integrity and location, it is eligible for listing on the Tacoma Register of 
 Historic Places under Criteria C and E. 

 The house is linked with several significant individuals in Tacoma’s past. It was built in 1891 by noted Tacoma tailor 
 and businessman Charles Drury and represents his earliest known foray into real estate development that would 
 grow considerably in coming years. The house was the early home of Richard D. and Addie G. McDonald. In 1889 
 Richard McDonald founded one of New Tacoma’s early and significant retail shoe stores as well as a later clothing 
 manufacturing business. Later the house was home to Tacoma pioneers Edith and John F. MacFarlane, who lived in 
 the house for 20 years. MacFarlane rose from a machinist to owning and operating a large marine repair and 
 shipbuilding business on the Tacoma docks. Referred to frequently in newspaper articles as the MacFarlane family 
 home, this nomination lists the house by that name. More recently the house was home to Genevieve and Ludwik 
 Czyzewski, who bravely fought against fascism and represent the post-WWII Polish diaspora. 

 The house is an early and well-executed example of the urban Queen Anne. It retains a high level of integrity, 
 including many original geometric decorative details. It represents a fine example of late 19th Century middle class 
 housing in early Tacoma. (Criterion C) 

 The house also directly abuts the northern boundary of the Tacoma Register of Historic Places listed North Slope 
 Historic District (Criterion E). 

 Neighborhood Context 

 The MacFarlane house is located in the  Stadium-Seminary  National Register Historic District, created in 1977.  314 
 North Yakima also abuts the northern boundary of the Tacoma Register North Slope Historic District, in the back 
 alley of the property. 

 “Stadium-Seminary Historic District in the City of Tacoma is a residential neighborhood of substantial two and 
 three-story homes developed between 1888 and 1930. It is located northwest of the central business district on a 
 high sloping site along a bluff overlooking Commencement Bay. Within the district there are nearly 400 buildings in 
 an area encompassing the equivalent of 50 blocks. This neighborhood is distinguished by its exceptional quality and 
 variety of architecture and its unusual continuity of period that is only rarely interrupted by more modern structures.” 
 -  Stadium National Register Nomination via HistoricTacoma.org 

 Construction of 314 North Yakima Avenue and Early Residential History 

 The construction history of 314 North Yakima is cloudy. The first mention of the parcel is in 1889 when the 
 Washington Building Association sells lots 4, 5, and 6 of block 3316 to Will B. Somers (Tacoma Daily Ledger, 
 11/27/1889, pg. 7). 

 In 1890, Dr. Fred W. Southworth enlists early Tacoma architects Roath & Stromquist to design and build a house for 
 him on Lot 4 of Block 3316, now 318 North Yakima next door (Tacoma Daily Ledger, 05/07/1890, pg. 5). In 1889 
 Rollin J. Roath had designed the nearby Born-Lindstrom House at 224 North Yakima, which is an individually-listed 
 city landmark. Meanwhile, lots 5 and 6 of block 3316 (where 314 is located) are listed for sale in numerous 
 advertisements from July to October of 1890. 

 Nominations to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places are processed according to the procedures and standards described in TMC 1.42 and 13.07.  Submittal of a 
 nomination form does not obligate the City to place a property on the Register or to extend financial incentives to a property owner.  Documents submitted become public 
 record.  Additional requirements may be imposed by other City, state or federal regulations. 
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 In August 1891, Charles Drury purchases lots 5 and 6 from Will B. Somers (  Tacoma Daily Ledger,  08/06/1891,  pg. 
 6),  but there is no mention of a house. Charles Drury would become a prominent regional businessman and would 
 finance the building of more than a dozen Tacoma buildings, mostly residential. In that same month, Drury sells half 
 of lot 5 to Flora M. Bridges, wife of Charles S. Bridges (  Tacoma Daily Ledger  , 08/19/1891, pg.3). The Bridges  would 
 live at 318 North Yakima from 1891 to 1917. At this time in Washington, family homes were often placed in the wife’s 
 name to protect them if the husband’s business went bankrupt. 

 Drury likely then proceeded to build the house at 314 North Yakima. A newspaper item mentions that he has a 
 permit to build “…one two-story dwelling on Yakima Ave. and North Fourth St., $3000” (  Tacoma News Tribune  , 
 09/21/1891, pg. 7). Drury owned no other property on the 300 or 400 block of Yakima, so this reference is very likely 
 to the 314 N. Yakima house. Moreover, the  Tacoma Daily  Ledger  mentions that “…Mrs. A. S. Brisbane, Mrs.  McIver, 
 and Miss Katherine Crawford have removed to 314 N. Yakima Ave.” (12/19/1891, pg. 2). Clearly the house at 314 
 North Yakima was constructed by December, 1891. 

 It remains a mystery who designed the house. It is possible that Drury engaged the architects Roath & Stromquist, 
 who designed the house next door at 318. While not twins, the two houses are quite similar. For his other houses, 
 Drury engaged noted Tacoma architects Bullard & Hayward as well as Heath & Twichell. Further research may 
 eventually answer this question. 

 The earliest residents of the house were Mrs. Albert S. Brisbane, a widow, and her mother Mrs. McIver, and her 
 cousin Miss Katherine Crawford. They would live in the house briefly from the end of 1891 through 1892. In 1892 
 Charles Drury sold the house to William B. Armstrong (  Tacoma Daily Ledger  , 02/19/1892, pg. 3), though  it doesn’t 
 appear that Armstrong ever lived in the house. 

 The Depression of 1893 would have disastrous effects on Tacoma for nearly a decade. In 1895 those effects 
 reached Drury and Armstrong as they lost the house in a Sheriff’s auction for outstanding mortgage payments 
 (  Tacoma Daily Ledger  , 05/01/1895, pg. 7). It appears  that local businessman Richard D. McDonald ad his wife Addie 
 acquired the house at this time, living there from 1895 to 1901.From 1902 to 1903 the house operated as a boarding 
 house. 

 In 1904 John F. and Edith MacFarlane purchased the house where they and their daughter Lura would live there for 
 the next 20 years. Before moving in, MacFarlene made extensive repairs to the house. It is possible that the Tuscan 
 porch columns seen in the 1977 inventory photographs were installed on the front porch at this time. 

 Builder & Resident Biographies 

 Charles Drury (1866 - 1942), builder, 1891 
 Charles Drury was a native of Lincoln, England. He started work at eight years, and was apprenticed to a tailor at 
 the age of 12. When his apprenticeship was up at 18 in 1884, he sailed to the United States. He first worked a few 
 years in Minneapolis but moved to Tacoma in 1889. He started a tailoring business that he continued until his death, 
 eventually employing about 40 people as well as opening tailoring businesses in Seattle and Portland. Drury skillfully 
 invested his earnings into Tacoma’s exploding real estate market. He was responsible for financing more than a 
 dozen buildings, mostly residences in the Hilltop and North Slope neighborhoods. 

 An avid traveler, he and his wife Nettie crossed the Atlantic some 16 times visiting England, Germany, Russia and 
 Egypt. He served on the Tacoma school board from 1902 to 1908 and was instrumental in convincing the city to 
 convert  the abandoned railroad hotel into Stadium High School. As chairman of the board of First Methodist Church, 
 he oversaw the erection of its massive building at 423 Martin Luther King Jr. Way (now demolished). 

 Mrs. Albert  S. McIvor Brisbane, Mrs. Mclver and Miss Crawford, residents 1891-1892 
 Mrs. Albert S. Brisbane, her mother Mrs. McIver and her cousin Miss Katherine Crawford resided in the house from 
 late 1891 through 1892. Mr. Albert Brisbane was associated with the Tacoma Grocery & Bazaar Company. Little is 
 known about these women or why they resided at 314 for about year other than that they were active socially, 
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 primarily in music. Mrs. Brisbane was a founding member of the Tacoma Ladies Musical Club and served as its 
 secretary. Mrs. Brisbane and Miss Crawford arranged a musical program for the Ladies’ Musical club at St. Luke’s 
 parish house in 1891. 

 Edward  F. Caldwell (1874 - ?), resident 1893 - 1894 
 Edward Caldwell was in Tacoma by 1892 where he invested in mining and import businesses as well as working as 
 bookkeeper for the State Savings Bank. In February 1894 he was made a trustee of the bank. However, he resigned 
 his position later that same year likely as a result of the 1893 Depression. By 1910 he was married and residing in 
 Seattle. 

 Richard D. McDonald (1860 - 1952) & Addie Gertrude Day McDonald (1869 - 1943) , residents 1895 - 1901 
 McDonald was originally from Ontario, Canada. He emigrated to Fayette, Iowa, at the age of 17 where he later 
 married his wife Addie G. McDonald in 1887. They relocated to Tacoma in 1888 where McDonald opened a shoe 
 store at 1301 Pacific Avenue the following year. He operated the McDonald Shoe Store at that location until 1925. 
 Later McDonald became Vice President of Day’s Tailored Clothing, a local manufacturing firm. By 1926 he had given 
 up the shoe store and would continue in clothing manufacturing at 100-08 South 29th Street until the 1940s. In 1900, 
 McDonald was elected president of the Tacoma Chamber of Commerce. From 1904-1942, Addie and he resided at 
 624 North J Street. Newspaper articles described social parties put on by Mrs. McDonald at the J Street residence 
 as attended by hundreds of guests. In 1912, he was interviewed about his success as a businessman and his 
 hobbies, which included running the carnival at the Stadium Bowl. He passed away in 1952 at the age of 92. Addie 
 and his children include Clifford R McDonald, Theodore D McDonald, and Rose E Cook. 

 Edward N. & Anne Murray, boarding house manager 1903 
 Formerly a deputy clerk for Judge Huston’s Superior Court, Edward N Murray took a position as a bookkeeper at the 
 R. E. Anderson & Co. real estate firm in 1903. His name was listed as the point of contact for multiple room rentals 
 under R. E. Anderson, Inc, which included rooms in 314 N Yakima Avenue. 

 Rev. Charles Ysla Grimes (1856 - 1920), resident 1903 - 1904 
 Rev. Charles Grimes resided at 314 N Yakima while it was briefly a boarding house. He was initially rector at Church 
 of the Holy Communion (S. I & S. 14th St), but in 1911 became the long-time rector at Trinity (now Christ) Episcopal 
 Church at 310 North K Street as well as serving as Archdeacon.for the Espicopal Diocese of Washington. By 1912 
 he had married Rose Pennebaker, whom he first met went they both resided at 314 N. Yakima. He also served as 
 chaplain for the Destiny Lodge, Commencement Lodge, and Knights of Pythias. He passed away in 1920 at the age 
 of 63 and was given a large funeral. 

 John Fraser MacFarlane (1859 - 1924) & Edith MacFarlane (1873 - 1942), residents 1904 - 1924, 
 Born in Ontario, Canada, MacFarlane moved to Winnipeg where he married Edith in 1888 . They moved to Tacoma 
 in 1890. By 1892 he was working as a machinist and later as foreman at the Puget Sound Dry Dock and Marine 
 Company. Having lived in many places since arriving in Tacoma, Edith and he bought the house at 314 North 
 Yakima in 1903 from real estate investor E. N. Murray for $2,500. According to the newspaper articles of this sale, 
 MacFarlane undertook major repairs before move-in. 

 In 1906 MacFarlane and Chester Doud founded the Doud-MacFarlane Machinery Company, located at 1501-05 
 Dock Street. MacFarlane was president of the company and Doud the secretary-treasurer.The company 
 manufactured and dealt in marine supplies, gas engines, and electric motors and generators, MacFarlane was a well 
 known on the Tacoma waterfront for his shipbuilding and ship repair..He was an active member of the Elks Lodge. 
 He passed away in the house at the age of 64. After John’s passing, his wife Edith and daughter Lura moved to 308 
 North I Street. Edith passed away at the age of 69. Both John and Edith MacFarlane are laid to rest at the Tacoma 
 Mausoleum. 

 Lura MacFarlane (1891 -?), resident 1904 - 1924 
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 John MacFarlane’s only child Lura MacFarlane was a student of the Annie Wright Seminary (today Annie Wright 
 School), receiving her diploma alongside eleven other young women in 1908. ILura married Army Captain Oscar 
 Kain in 1918, and they are listed residing briefly at 314 North Yakima in 1920. 

 Henry Holding (1839 - 1915), resident 1905 - 1915 
 John MacFarlane’s father-in-law Henry Holding resided at 314 N Yakima between 1905-1907. He was a machinist 
 for the Northern Pacific Railway. He was a member of the Machinist Union as well as a member of the Fairweather 
 Masonic Lodge and the Knights of Pythias of Tacoma. He passed away at the MacFarlane residence in 1915 and 
 was buried at the Tacoma Cemetery with his wife, Martha Allbritton Holding (1851-1917). 

 Arthur B. Churchward (1899 - 1981) & Charlotte H. Claussen Churchward (1893 - 1973) , resident 1928 - 1941 
 Arthur Churchward  was born in Ohio and moved to Tacoma  where he had relatives by 1925. In 1927 he married 
 Charlotte Claussen, and they would have one son. From 1928 to 1929, Arthur worked as a salesman for Federal 
 Bakeries in Tacoma. Likely due to the Great Depression, he was self-employed as a landscape gardener by 1933, a 
 business he would continue until 1942. Briefly Charlotte and he live at his relative’s home at 717 S. MLK, Jr. Ave., 
 but by 1945 they are living at 318 N. Yakima Ave., next door to 314. By 1950, Arthur was operating a dairy farm near 
 Enumclaw while Charlotte was teaching school in Wilkerson. The year following Charlotte’s death in 1973, Arthur 
 married Grace V. R. Inman. 

 Peter F. Paggeot (1900 - 1959) & Mary Margaret Miller Paggeot (1915 - 1979), residents 1947 - 1954 
 Born in Canada, Peter Paggeot came to Tacoma in 1917 where he lived with his parents who had arrived from 
 Michigan in 1913. Lawrence, Peter’s father, worked as a checker for one the railroads. Peter worked in printing as 
 an engraver from 1920 to 1930. By 1932 he had transitioned to a dental technician with Arthur G. Griffith Dental 
 Laboratory, a position he would hold until his death in 1959. Peter married Thelma Emmons in 1924, but they 
 divorced a few years later. In 1934 Peter married Mary Margaret Miller, and they had a daughter Yvonne in 1936. 

 Robert P. Deutsch & Donna L. Clarke Deutsch, residents 1955 - 1960? 
 Little is known about Robert and Donna Deutsch. In 1954 Robert was in the U.S. Army and living with Donna at 
 2120 N. Anderson St. in Tacoma. By the following year, they were living at 314 N. Yakima Ave. Robert was working 
 as a mechanic at Tacoma Floor, where he would continue to work at least through 1960. However, in 1958 Robert 
 and Donna had a bit of fling, both working at the dance club, Ko-Ko Cabaret. Robert was a musician in the Ko-Ko 
 Nuts band while Donna worked as a waitress there. By the next year, however,  Robert was working again at 
 Tacoma Floor. The Ko-Ko Cabaret was located at 1119 Martin Luther King Jr. Way from 1951 to 1962. It operated 
 under several names over this time: Ko Ko Club, Ko Ko a Go Go, and Jerry’s Tavern. 

 Ludwik Czyzewski (1912 - 1985) & Genevieve Czyzewski (1921-2007), residents 1964 - 1973 
 Ludwik and Genevieve Czyzewski were both Polish survivors of WWII. Ludwik was studying engineering in Warsaw 
 and entered the Polish Army as a lieutenant in 1939 when the Nazi German and Soviet Union armies invaded 
 recently independent Poland. He was on the eastern front and captured by the Red Army. While on a train with other 
 Polish POWs, a conductor advised him to escape. He did escape only to be recaptured a few days later. He later 
 learned that though re-captured, getting off the train had spared him from the infamous Russian mass murder of 
 Polish officers in Katyn near Smolensk, Russia. He was released from Soviet prison once the Free Polish 
 government was established in London. He then joined the Free Polish Army and continued to fight in the Middle 
 East. 

 Genevieve also enlisted in the Free Polish Army and was sent to the Middle East. Ludwik and she likely shared the 
 same train and boat journey to Iran, but did not meet until they were in Iraq. Their union was brief, as Ludwik was 
 sent to Italy for the Allied invasion. He fought in the famous Battle of Monte Cassino, in which he was wounded and 
 for which he was awarded Poland’s second highest military honor for valor. 

 Ludwik and Genevieve reconnected in Italy and married three years later in 1945. After the war Ludwik, Genevieve 
 and their growing family emigrated to Argentina since the wait to enter the U.S. was so long.  Genevieve’s brother 

 Nominations to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places are processed according to the procedures and standards described in TMC 1.42 and 13.07.  Submittal of a 
 nomination form does not obligate the City to place a property on the Register or to extend financial incentives to a property owner.  Documents submitted become public 
 record.  Additional requirements may be imposed by other City, state or federal regulations. 

18



 Landmarks Preservation Commission 
 Tacoma Community and Economic Development Department 

 747 Market Street  ❖  Room 345  ❖  Tacoma WA 98402-3793  ❖  253.591.5254 

 Albin, however, did come to the United States and worked as an  engineer for Boeing.. Ludwik and Genevieve did 
 relocate to Tacoma in 1964 with their five children, Tad, Eleanora, Cristina, Alicia and Ricardo. Ludwik worked as an 
 electrician at Tacoma Boatbuilding Co. from 1967 on. Their younger children finished school in Fife and Tacoma. 

 Laura Edman, resident 1985 - 1989 
 Laura Edman was President of the Board of Directors for Planned Parenthood of Pierce County. Laura would later 
 go on to be the Executive Director of the Mary Bridge Children’s Foundation 1995 and an teacher at UW Tacoma. 
 She wrote the article in 1985, “Role of Planned Parenthood Clarified”. I was able to contact her and do a walk 
 through of 314 North Yakima where she confirmed the front stained glass window was a replacement of a simpler 
 leaded glass window, the first floor bathroom and addition were new since the 80s, as well as the backyard patio. 
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 Figure 1. Aerial view showing 314 N Yakima’s location, abutting the North Slope Historic District that ends in the 
 alley north of I Street. (Source: Google, accessed 09/03/2022) 

 Figure 2. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Vol. 1, Sheet 68, 1896 
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 Figure 3. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map,1912,  Vol. 1, Sheet 68 

 Figure 4. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map,1912 corrected to 1950, Vol. 1, Sheet 68. 
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 Figure 4. The Keystone of Tacoma,  A guide to Selected  homes and prominent buildings in the Stadium-Annie Wright 
 Historical District, 1887-1906  , pg 58 

 Figure X:  Tacoma Daily Ledger  , 11/27/1889 
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 Figure X:  Tacoma Daily Ledger  , Lots 5 and 6 in Block  3316 would become 314 N Yakima, 07/15/1890 

 Figure 5:  Tacoma Daily Ledger  08/06/1891 

 Figure 5.  Tacoma Daily Ledger  09/21/1891 

 Figure 6.  Tacoma Daily Ledger  12/20/1891 

 Nominations to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places are processed according to the procedures and standards described in TMC 1.42 and 13.07.  Submittal of a 
 nomination form does not obligate the City to place a property on the Register or to extend financial incentives to a property owner.  Documents submitted become public 
 record.  Additional requirements may be imposed by other City, state or federal regulations. 

23



 Landmarks Preservation Commission 
 Tacoma Community and Economic Development Department 

 747 Market Street  ❖  Room 345  ❖  Tacoma WA 98402-3793  ❖  253.591.5254 

 Figure 7.  Tacoma Daily Ledger  04/28/1894 

 Figure 8.  Tacoma Daily Ledger  09/20/1894 

 Figure 9. Advertisement for McDonald Shoe Co in Polk’s  Tacoma City Directory  1899,  pg. 399 
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 Figure 10.  Tacoma Daily Ledger  03/01/1903 

 Figure 11.  Tacoma Daily News  10/05/1904 

 Figure 12.  Tacoma Daily News  10/08/1904 

 Figure 13. T  acoma Daily News  11/18/1907 
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 Figure 14. Lura MacFarlane graduates from Annie Wright Seminary (Fourth from left, back row),  The Tacoma  Daily  , 
 1908 
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 Figure 16: Still of 314 and 318 North Yakima (far left) from a ~1915 silent film clip, “A Historic Stroll Through 
 Tacoma”  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-GJ_NQHD8w&list=WL&index=20&t=370s 
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 Figure 17. Richard D. McDonald in 1912 

 Figure 18. Rev. C. Y. Grimes in 1912 
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 Figure 20. Obituary of Henry Holding,  Tacoma Daily  Ledger  08/04/1915 
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 Figure 21.  Tacoma Daily Ledger  11/30/1924 
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 Figure 22. McDonald’s Shoe Store is visible in left side of picture (1932) 
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 Figure 23. Death notice of Edith MacFarlane (1942) 

 Figure 24.  Tacoma News Tribune  08/25/1944 
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 Figure 25. Front of 314 North Yakima Avenue, 1977 Historic Building Index 
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 Figure 51: Pre-2007 front porch with non-original columns and railing, 2015 (Collection of Kelsy 
 Heinold, via internet search) 
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 Figure 26. McDonald was the Vice President of Day’s Trousers in 1949 
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 Figure 27.  Tacoma News Tribune  06/17/1964 

 Nominations to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places are processed according to the procedures and standards described in TMC 1.42 and 13.07.  Submittal of a 
 nomination form does not obligate the City to place a property on the Register or to extend financial incentives to a property owner.  Documents submitted become public 
 record.  Additional requirements may be imposed by other City, state or federal regulations. 

36



 Landmarks Preservation Commission 
 Tacoma Community and Economic Development Department 

 747 Market Street  ❖  Room 345  ❖  Tacoma WA 98402-3793  ❖  253.591.5254 

 Figure 28.  Tacoma News Tribune  05/13/1973 
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 Figure 29.  Tacoma News Tribune  05/13/1973 
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 Figure 30. Ludwik Czyzewski obituary, 1985 
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 Figure 31. Genevieve Czyzewski obituary, 2007 
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 Figure 32.  Tacoma News Tribune  06/03/1985 
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 Figure 33. Interior staircase, 2022 (Collection of Jessica Guatney) 
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 Figure 34. Interior staircase showing one half of staircase split, 2022 (Collection of Jessica Guatney) 
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 Figure 35. North facade, 2022 (Collection of Jessica Guatney) 
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 Figure 36: North Facade with updated porch and 2nd floor balcony, 2022 (Collection of Marshall McClintock) 
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 Figure 37: North Facade, upper gable detail, 2022 (Collection of Marshall McClintock) 
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 Figure 38: North Facade showing replacement antique stained glass, 2022 (Collection of Marshall McClintock) 
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 Figure 39. West facade, 2022 (Collection of Jessica Guatney) 
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 Figure 40. West facade, 2022 (Collection of Jessica Guatney) 
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 Figure 41. West facade showing 2nd floor, 2022 (Collection of Jessica Guatney) 
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 Figure 42. West facade showing 1st floor bay windows, 2022 (Collection of Jessica Guatney) 
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 Figure 43. West facade showing original wood gutters, 2022 (Collection of Jessica Guatney) 
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 Figure 44. West facade showing 3nd (attic) floor gable, 2022 (Collection of Jessica Guatney) 
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 Figure 45. South facade, 2022 (Collection of Jessica Guatney) 
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 Figure 46: South Facade with restored gable, 2022 (Collection of Marshall McClintock) 
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 Figure 47: South Facade with brick patio and sliding doors, 2022 (Collection of Marshall McClintock) 
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 Figure 48: South Addition with license plate and salmon can lid shingles, 2022 (Collection of Marshall McClintock) 
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 Figure 49: North and East Facade, 2022 (Collection of Marshall McClintock) 
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 Figure 50: Southernmost East Gable with two windows, 2022 (Collection of Marshall McClintock) 
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 Figure 51: Northernmost East Gable with one window, 2022 (Collection of Marshall McClintock) 
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 Figure 52: East Facade showing bare wood original shiplap, 2022 (Collection of Marshall McClintock) 
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TACOMA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
NOMINATION FORM 

This form is required to nominate properties to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places per Tacoma Municipal Code 13.07.050. Type all entries 
and complete all applicable sections. Contact the Historic Preservation Office with any questions at 253-591-5254.

PART 1: PROPERTY INFORMATION  

04/2017

Property Name

Historic
Name

Common
Name

Location

Street Address Zip

Parcel No(s). Legal Description and Plat or Addition:  

Nominated Elements
Please indicate below significant elements of the property that are included in the nomination by checking the 
appropriate box(es) below. These elements should be described specifically in the narrative section of this form.

Principal Structure Site

Historic Additions Historic Landscaping, Fencing, Walkways, etc.

Accessory Buildings/Outbuildings Interior Spaces/Other (inventory in narrative)

Owner of Property

City State Zip

Yes No

Name

Address

Is the owner the sponsor of this nomination? If not,
please provide evidence that the owner has been 
contacted. 

Owner Signature, if possible:

Form Preparer

Name/Title

Address State Zip

Phone

Company/Organization 

City 

Email 

National Realty Building and Annex Puget Sound National Bank
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Katie Pratt, Spencer Howard
3377 Bethel Rd SE Suite 107 #318
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Port Orchard
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Nominations to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places are processed according to the procedures and standards described in TMC 1.42 and 13.07.  Submittal of a 
nomination form does not obligate the City to place a property on the Register or to extend financial incentives to a property owner.  Documents submitted become public 
record.  Additional requirements may be imposed by other City, state or federal regulations.

Nomination Checklist—Attachments
$100 Filing Fee (payable to City Treasurer) Continuation Sheets

Site Map (REQUIRED) Historical Plans

Photographs (REQUIRED): please label or caption 
photographs and include a photography index

Other (please indicate): FOR OFFICE USE

Last Deed of Title (REQUIRED):  this document can 
usually be obtained for little or no cost from a titling 
company

Date Received _____________

Fee Paid _____________
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X

X
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X
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Narrative

PART 2:  PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Extent of Changes
Please summarize the changes that have been made to the original plan, exterior, materials, cladding, windows, interior, and other 
significant elements by selecting the choices below. If the property has been previously documented, these may be indicated on the 
Washington State Historic Property Inventory Form. These changes should be described specifically in the narrative section of this 
form.

Original Materials Intact Original Materials Intact

Plan (i.e.: no additions to footprint , relocation of walls, or 
roof plan) Yes No Interior (woodwork, finishes, flooring, 

fixtures) Yes No 

Original cladding/exterior materials Yes No Other elements Yes No 

Windows (no replacement windows or replacement sashes) Yes No 

Physical Description Narrative
Describe in detail the original (if known) and present physical appearance, condition and architectural characteristics of the site
(context, location), exterior (all four walls), and interior. Please include a list of known alterations and their dates (use additional 
sheets if necessary).

This nomination encompasses two historically functionally connected buildings. Both reside in the same Pierce County tax 
parcel (2011030030):

• National Realty Building, 1119 Pacific (originally 1117-1119), Commercial style, built 1911, with the main front en-
trance on Pacific Avenue serving as the overall building entrance since 1942. Built as an 18-story building. 

• Annex, 1117 Pacific (originally 1115), built ca. 1912 as a three-story building, with the main front entrance on Pacific 
Avenue and altered to reflect the Modern style. 

The 18 and a half story National Realty Building features an I-shaped plan due to the multiple story light wells on the north 
and south facades. A concrete foundation supports the steel frame structure. Brick clads the building. The building fea-
tures a flat roof with a parapet and a metal shingle clad pyramidal roof rising at the front west portion of the roof. Windows 
are aluminum replacements, horizontal sliders. The main 1119 Pacific Avenue entrance provides public access to the 
building with a secondary entrance along Court A. A bank of elevators on the north side provides vertical circulation. Interi-
or layout and function.

The building’s south wall abuts 1123 Pacific Avenue, the National Bank of Tacoma (also known as the National Bank of 
Washington), built in 1921, listed individually to the National Register of Historic Places and the Washington Heritage 
Register in 2006 and the Tacoma Register of Historic Places. Both buildings have separate exterior walls and do not share 
a party wall. 

The building is directly west across Court A from the US Post Office – Tacoma Downtown Station – Federal Building at 
1102 South A Street, built in 1910, listed individually to the National Register of Historic Places and the Washington Heri-
tage Register in 1991. 

The basement and lower three stories are functionally connected to the Annex (1117 Pacific). The north facade of the An-
nex abuts 1101 Pacific Avenue, Washington Building (known today as the Key Bank of Washington), built between 1888 
and 1896. A six story, brick masonry building. The People’s Department Store building, a four-story brick masonry building, 
stands at the north end of the block. 

X

X
X

X
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National Realty Building (1119 Pacific)

Site

The rectangular site slopes slightly to the south and is located near mid- block in downtown Tacoma’s commercial district. 
The block is bounded by S 11th Street (north), S 12th Street (south), Court A (east), and Pacific Avenue (west). The build-
ing is built out to the lot lines. Concrete sidewalks extend along Pacific Avenue and Court A. There are no street trees. 

Vaulted Sidewalk and Areaway

A vaulted sidewalk encloses the areaways along Pacific Avenue and Court A. Both areaways are open to the basement 
volume. Alterations replaced with concrete the original prismatic glass sidewalk lights that originally extended the full width 
of the vaulted sidewalk along Pacific Avenue and the sidewalk lights along Court A. Alterations along Court A removed the 
original exterior stairway and hydraulic lift within the areaway that provided access between the basement and street level. 

Foundation

Original drawings indicate concrete spread footings carrying the steel structure with limited concrete grade beams at the 
east and west ends of the building. Cast iron bases at each footing rested on a granite base, which in turn rested on the 
concrete spread footing. The cast iron bases connected to the steel columns.  

Structure

A riveted steel structure supports the building with diagonal knee braces at select columns for wind bracing. Steel I-section 
girders and beams carry the concrete slab floor structure at each level. Cast in place concrete encloses all columns, gird-
ers, and beams. Masonry, brick and hollow clay tile, infills between the steel structure at the perimeter walls. Alterations 
removed all original hollow clay tile partition walls at all floors.  

Exterior Walls

The front, Pacific Avenue facade features a three-part composition. Red granite clads the first through third story base with 
a former metal secure drop box door at the south end of the facade. A prominent terra cotta belt course transitions from 
the base to the upper shaft portion of the building characterized by pilasters. Red terra cotta plinths with raised decora-
tive elements for the base of the pilasters. Buff colored Roman brick laid up on a running bond clads the vertical pilasters 
of the fourth through fourteenth stories. Terra cotta panels with relief ornament occur at each story transition between 
window openings. Segmental arched window headers with raised terra cotta key stones mark the top of the shaft. A belt 
course with short returns on the north and south side facades marks the transition to the fifteenth story, with a projecting 
cornice that extends the full length of the north and south facades at the top of the sixteenth story. Painted terra cotta 
clads the fifteenth through seventeenth stories with relief detailing remaining at the seventeenth story. Added up lighting 
illuminates the tower roof. A painted galvanized sheet metal cornice wraps the parapet of the flat roof portion at the seven-
teenth story. 

The side, north and south, and rear east facades feature painted concrete wall finishes. The rear facade has added gran-
ite cladding at the first story. The central portion of the north and south facades step in to create light wells. A concrete belt 
course wraps the facades at the top of the third and fourteenth stories with a concrete parapet above. A concrete cornice 
wraps the top of the sixteenth story, continuing from the front facade. 

Alterations to the front facade removed the glazed tile at the seventeenth story along with the terra cotta balcony at the 
sixteenth story (1954, permit 2583), and terra cotta ornament at the fifteenth through seventeenth stories. Exterior metal 
ties were added to the northwest corner at the fifth through ninth stories. Work in 1989 installed the painted hip roof cano-
py. Alterations to the side and rear facades repainted the concrete. 

Windows

Replacement aluminum windows provide day lighting for the building. Fenestration on the front facade consists of single 
openings flanking the main front entrance at the first and second stories, with a window opening at each story within each 
of the five vertical bays. Windows consist of a fixed transom over two vertical sash (one fixed and one a horizontal slider). 
At the first and second stories, these windows consist of 1:1 fixed sash in anodized aluminum frames. Window openings 
retain the red granite and painted terra cotta sub sills. 
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Fenestration on the north and south facades groups most window openings to the light wells. Openings within the light 
wells utilize a fixed transom over three vertical sash (two fixed and one a horizontal slider) with the rest of the window 
openings utilizing the same configuration (1:2) as the front facade upper story windows. The rear east facade utilizes the 
same 1:2 windows at the third stories, with the same 1:3 windows at the upper stories. The second story features anod-
ized aluminum sash having a fixed panel transom over two vertical sash (one fixed, one horizontal slider).

Alterations converted multiple north and south facade windows to louvers. Alterations replaced the original 1:1 wood win-
dows (paired with separating wood mullions on the side and rear facades) with the extant aluminum windows. Reroofing 
of the tower removed the original east facade dormers and small triangular windows. 

Roof

The building features a pyramidal tower roof, two flat roof areas with perimeter parapets, and narrow flat roof sections at 
the base of each light well. Flat roof decks are concrete. 

The tower, located at the front west, rises approximately three stories in height starting at the seventeenth floor. Steel 
framing supports the metal shingle roof. Alterations removed the original dormers on the east slope of the roof and re-
placed the copper roofing with extant metal shingles. 

The upper flat roof portion extends out as the mechanical penthouse for the elevators and stair 1 and the east portion of 
the seventeenth floor. Asphalt composition roofing covers the roof. 

The main flat roof portion extends out over the bulk of the building with a perimeter parapet capped with sheet metal cop-
ing and sheet metal cladding the back side. Asphalt composition roofing covers the roof.

The narrow flat roof sections at the base of each light well are clad with asphalt composition roofing.  Alterations removed 
the original hipped roof skylights. 

Entrance, Primary

Centrally located on the front west facade, this entrance provides access from Pacific Avenue. The prominent entrance 
features a two-story surround comprised of raised convex moldings. A granite clad transom bar with decorative dentil 
moldings separates the 9 lite, steel-sash transom from the decorative inset panel above the doorway. A pair of replace-
ment single lite aluminum doors with a narrow transom and large side lights provides access to the interior. 

Entrances, Secondary

The secondary entrance is centrally located along Court A. The recessed doorway provides access to the central corri-
dor extending through the building. A single anodized aluminum frame door flanked by a single side lite provides access. 
Granite cladding wraps the soffits and jambs of the recessed doorway. 

Vertical Circulation

Vertical circulation within the building consists of the main bank of elevators and multiple stairs. 

Elevators consist of four shafts arranged in a row along the north side of the building. These service the basement through 
sixteenth floors. Each elevator has metal door frames with rounded corners, flush panel doors, and flush mounted signals 
above each doorway. A central wall mounted panel with call buttons controls the cabs. 

Stair 1 is the original central stairway providing access from the second floor up to the seventeenth floor and the main 
roof. The stair has metal tread, railings, and newels with carpeting over the concrete floor at the landings. Stairwell walls 
are painted plaster. The main fire sprinkler standpipe runs up through the stairwell. Flush panel metal doors provide ac-
cess to each floor. Emergency lighting is mounted to the walls with surface mounted conduit. 

Stair 2 is the added half return stairway providing egress from the main roof down to the first floor. The stairway features 
painted metal railings. 

Stair 3 is the added stairway providing access between the first and second floor. The stairway is carpeted with wood 
paneling at the walls and gypsum board ceiling. 

Stair 4 is the added stairway providing access between the basement and first floor.

Stair 5 is the added direct flight stairway providing access between the fifteenth and sixteenth floors. The stairway has 
painted metal railings with concrete tread with a safety gate at the top.
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Alterations removed the original marble clad stairway east of the elevators providing circulation between the basement 
through second floor elevator lobbies. 

Basement

The basement consists of utilitarian spaces with circulation organized around the elevator lobby. The boiler room is in the 
northeast corner of the floor. Doorways in the north wall of the basement provide functional connection to 1117 Pacific. A 
stair west of the elevator provides access to the first floor. A hallway at the east end of the elevator lobby extends south 
and then east with restrooms at the east end. 

Alterations to the elevator lobby installed a drop T-bar ceiling with fluorescent fixtures. replaced the south wall, relites, and 
doorways with a gypsum board clad partition, removed the marble base and dado, and installed wall to wall carpeting and 
rubber base. Alterations subdivided the rathskeller (south portion) with gypsum board partitions and added bathrooms with 
ceramic type flooring and wainscot, gypsum board walls and T-bar drop ceilings with fluorescent fixtures. 

First Floor

The first floor is organized around the central lobby connecting to the front and rear entrances, vertical circulation, and 
offices. The central lobby is wide at the west end, tapering to a hallway at the east end with carpet and wood flooring. The 
original mail collector has been relocated to a column at the west end of the floor. Painted gypsum board and wood board 
clad walls enclose the space. A drop ceiling extends throughout the space with a raised central portion with recessed and 
cove lighting. Offices extend along the north and south sides of the lobby and feature gypsum board and wood panel clad 
walls, T-bar drop ceilings, and wall to wall carpet flooring. Anodized aluminum relites provide visibility between the lobby 
and offices.

Alterations reconfigured the original entrance and vestibule into stairwells, installed wall to wall carpeting, removed the 
south wall enclosing the elevator lobby, and installed the drop ceiling. The former stair east of the elevators was removed. 
Most of the north wall was removed to provide functional connection with 1117 Pacific. 

Second Floor

The second floor consists of the elevator lobby with a central corridor extending west. The west end of the lobby connects 
to the stairway descending to the first floor and a short hallway extending north to 1117 Pacific. The elevator lobby, offices 
and the corridor feature wall to wall carpeting, t-bar drop ceilings with fluorescent fixtures, and gypsum board clad walls 
with relites at the corridor. The mail chute remains west of Stair 1. The main portion of the floor east and south of the ele-
vators consists of office partitions with added doorways in the north wall connect to 1117 Pacific. 

Alterations replaced the corridor walls, removed the marble base, installed new flooring, and removed all trim, casings, 
and original doorways, transoms, and relites. Previous remodels of the offices rebuilt partitions with gypsum board clad 
partitions, removing all original finishes, connecting doors, sinks, trim, and door casings. Restroom alterations installed 
new flooring and gypsum board clad walls. 

Third Floor

The third floor consists of the elevator lobby with a central corridor extending west. The elevator lobby, offices and the cor-
ridor feature wall to wall carpeting, t-bar drop ceilings with fluorescent fixtures, and gypsum board clad walls with relites at 
the corridor. The mail chute remains west of Stair 1. The main portion of the floor east and south of the elevators consists 
of office partitions with added doorways in the north wall connect to 1117 Pacific.

Alterations replaced the corridor walls, removed the marble base, installed new flooring, and removed all trim, casings, 
and original doorways, transoms, and relites. Previous remodels of the offices rebuilt partitions with gypsum board clad 
partitions, removing all original finishes, connecting doors, sinks, trim, and door casings. Restroom alterations installed 
new flooring and gypsum board clad walls.

Fourth Floor

The fourth floor consists of the elevator lobby with a central double loaded corridor extending east. The elevator lobby, 
offices and the corridor feature wall to wall carpeting, t-bar drop ceilings with fluorescent fixtures, and gypsum board clad 
walls with relites at the corridor. The mail chute remains west of Stair 1. An added doorway in the north wall connects to 
an addition within the light well linking to 1117 Pacific with a second small addition at the east end of the same light well. 
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Alterations replaced the corridor walls, removed the marble base, installed new flooring, and removed all trim, casings, 
and original doorways, transoms, and relites. Previous remodels of the offices rebuilt partitions with gypsum board clad 
partitions, removing all original finishes, connecting doors, sinks, trim, and door casings. Restroom alterations installed 
new flooring and gypsum board clad walls.

5th-16th Floors

The fifth through sixteen floors each consist of the elevator lobby with a central double loaded corridor extending east. 
The elevator lobby, offices and the corridor feature wall to wall carpeting, t-bar drop ceilings with fluorescent fixtures, and 
gypsum board clad walls with relites at the corridor. The mail chute remains west of Stair 1.

Alterations replaced the corridor walls, removed the marble base, installed new flooring, and removed all trim, casings, 
and original doorways, transoms, and relites. Previous remodels of the offices rebuilt partitions with gypsum board clad 
partitions, removing all original finishes, connecting doors, sinks, trim, and door casings. Restroom alterations installed 
new flooring and gypsum board clad walls. Alterations added a stairway connecting floors fifteen and sixteen. 

17th Floor

The seventeenth floor is accessible only from stair 1 with no elevator or mail chute connection. The space consists of sev-
eral connected office spaces with an elevator machinery room along the north side. Gypsum board clad partitions subdi-
vide the space with wall to wall carpeting and t-bar drop ceilings with fluorescent light fixtures throughout. 

Alterations removed the original partitions, wood base, window and door casings, flooring, and lighting fixtures. 

18th Floor

The eighteenth floor is a utilitarian mechanical space containing air handling units for the building. Fluorescent light fix-
tures provide lighting. The space has a concrete floor with plaster on the ceiling, walls, beams, and girders. Exposed steel 
roof framing is painted. 

Alterations installed a gypsum board mechanical room in the north portion of the space. 

Alterations
• 1912, Annex (1117 Pacific Avenue) construction abutting and functionally connected to the north side of the building 

and designed by architects Heath & Twichell. 
• 1924, unspecified alterations to the building (permit 368, 2/7/1924).
• 1929, building remodel totaling $9,000 (permit 3284, 8/24/1929).
• 1938, unspecified alterations totaling $2,000 (permit 1825, 5/25/1938).
• 1941, unspecified alterations totaling $5,000 (permit 8991, 11/19/1941).
• 1942, bank remodel totaling $50,000 and including the front facade remodel (permit 9726, 3/30/1942). 
• 1943, thirteenth floor office alterations for $3,000 (permit 1781, 5/11/1943).
• 1944, office alterations, floor not specified, for $1,000 (permit 3254, 3/8/1944).
• 1946, building repairs for $500 (permit 580, 11/21/1946).
• 1949, floor slab work, floor not specified, for $800 (permit 8586, 9/19/1949).
• 1953, neon sign installation for Puget Sound National Bank (permit 8796, 4/24/1953).
• 1953, added a toilet on an unspecified floor (permit B4906, 12/16/1953).
• 1954, altered and constructed temporary interior partitions on the first floor for $3,500 (permit 868, 3/5/1954).
• 1954, removed the terra cotta balcony from the Pacific Avenue facade of the building for $2,000 (permit 2583, 

10/6/1954).
• 1955, rehung two neon signs for the Puget Sound National Bank, for $400 (permit 5919, 12/21/1955).
• 1957, remodeled interior offices on an unspecified floor for $3,500 including framing of new partitions (permit D8646, 

2/4/1957).
• 1958, remodeled the basement cafeteria for $20,000. Work included nine new plumbing fixtures, a dishwasher, glass 

filler, and coffee urn (permits C1924, E2463, 8/1, 4/1958).
• 1959, installed a new steam line (permit A5793, 11/16/1959).
• 1960, unspecified heating or refrigeration work (permit A6454, 4/27/1960).
• 1960, second floor alterations for the bank spaces for $5,000 (permit E7142, 5/12/1960).
• 1960, remodel of the bank spaces near the entrance for $20,000 (permit E8559, 11/3/1960).
• 1961, third floor office space remodel, removing partitions and installing new partitions and wood paneling for $2,000 

(permit E9177, 2/24/1961).
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• 1962, remodel of the elevator lobby on an unspecified floor for $2,500 (permit E11871, 1/8/1962).
• 1962, alterations to the stairs and door at the fourteenth floor for $150 (permit E12084, 2/7/1962).
• 1962, installation of a space heater (permit A9893, 1/26/1962).
• 1962, installation of two plastic signs on the marquee along Court A Street for $485 for the Puget Sound National 

Bank (permit E12224, 2/23/1962).
• 1962, modernization of the sidewalk elevator along Court A Street for $1,800 (permit E12349, 3/12/1962).
• 1962, replace radiator with baseboard for heating, floor(s) not specified (permit A10617, 6/19/1962). 
• 1962, install three plastic signs on the marquee for the Puget Sound National Bank (permit E14464, 11/30/1962).
• 1962, unspecified alterations to the building for $18,000 (permit E13449, 7/12/1962).
• 1963, installation of a wash basin (permit C7561, 2/26/1963).
• 1963, installation of a plastic sign for $5,000 for the Puget Sound National Bank and an addition to that sign for an-

other $5,000 (permits 14952, E15187, 2/27 and 3/26/1963).
• 1963, remodel of the sixth floor for $12,000 (permit E17179, 12/3/1963).
• 1963, installation of an acoustical tile ceiling and light soffit on an unspecified floor for $4,000 (permit 15013, 

3/6/1963).
• 1964, remodel of the bank building for $217,248 (permit E19212, 9/1/1964).
• 1964, installation of 8 plumbing fixtures (permit C9758, 11/12/1964).
• 1965, installation of a non-illuminated sign for the Puget Sound National Bank (permit E22528, 12/21/1965).
• 1966, removal of the tower and remodel of the wall for $20,000 (permit E23531, 5/25/66).
• 1966, remodel of the tenth floor for $15,000 (permit E24440, 9/20/1966).
• 1967, remodel of floors five through 16 for $46,000 including the addition of 75 new plumbing fixtures (permits 

E25288, D3008, 2/2, 3/6/1967).
• 1967, remodel of suite 717 on the seventh floor for $5,000 for Bozell & Jacobs, Inc. office (permit 27171, 10/4/1967 

and drawings). Harris and Reed, architects. Work remodeled the entire east end of the floor installing all new par-
titions, reconfiguring the west connection to the central corridor, and building out a new central reception area with 
offices at the perimeter. New finishes included carpeting throughout with rubber base. 

• 1968, interior remodel on an unspecified floor for $2,000 (permit E29988, 9/3/1968).
• 1968, remodel of the seventh floor for $400 (permit 30019, 9/5/1968).
• 1969, installation of partitions in offices on the fourth floor for $800 (permit E32030, 5/7/1969).
• 1969, remodeling of the fifth and sixth floors for $1,800 (permit E32642, 7/16/1969).
• 1969, installation of two water heaters (permit A26545, 9/8/1969).
• 1969, remodel of the seventh floor for $8,000 (permit E33699, 12/3/1969).
• 1969, installation of a cooling system (permit A27465, 12/11/1969).
• 1970, unspecified building remodel for $1500 (permit E35570, 8/3/1970).
• 1971, installation of wire glass in existing windows for $140,155 (permit E37392, 4/14/1971).
• 1971, third floor remodel for $70,000 (permit E38602, 8/30/1971).
• 1971, installation of six plumbing fixtures at unspecified locations (permit D11662, 10/12/1971).
• 1971, repairs and alterations to the building’s heating system (permit A30934, 10/12/1971).
• 1971, install two plastic signs for the Puget Sound National Bank for $7,359 (permit E38858, 9/27/1971).
• 1971, remove three partitions on the fifth floor for $1,000 (permit E38945, 10/4/1971).
• 1972, work on freight elevator to bring it up to code (permit E39652, 1/14/1972)
• 1973, alterations to the second floor for $38,000, Korsmo Brothers as the contractor (permit E43032, 1/5/973).
• 1973, installation of two sinks and repairs to the heating system by General Mechanical (permits D13875, A33394, 

3/5/1973).
• 1973, remodel of the twelfth floor with Roberts Construction as the contractor for $2,000 (E45320, 8/17/1973).
• 1974, remodel of the fourth and fifth floors for $1,000 by Harold Bird, Inc. (permit E47296, 5/7/1974).
• 1974, installation of four toilets and two sink basins by Weber Plumbing (permit D15707, 6/5/1974).
• 1974, remodel of the twelfth floor for $5,600 by Harold Martin Construction (permit E47396, 5/20/1974).
• 1974, remodel of the ninth floor for $6,000 by Harold Martin Construction (permit E47806, 7/3/1974).
• 1974, remodel of the seventh and fifteenth floors for $25,000 by Martin Construction (permit E48939, 11/12/1974).
• 1974, installation of two sinks by Weber Plumbing (permit D16107, 9/3/1974).
• 1974, reroofing of the building by the National Blower and Sheet Metal Company for $3,000 (permit E48331, 

8/27/1974).
• 1979, remove and install new signs for $12,000 (permit E62270, 7/9/1979).
• 1980, half turn steel stairway addition providing egress with a 2-hour rated stairwell from the first floor through the 

sixteenth floor with roof access. McGranahan, Messenger, Associates architects. Wire glass in the south facade win-
dows. Exit door into alley. Installation at the first floor required removal of a vault door and infill with concrete block. 
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Constructing this stair removed the original Court A basement stairs and sidewalk freight lift. Remodel of each floor 
including relocating of walls to accommodate the stairwell and stairwell construction for $250,000 by Martin Con-
struction (permits 802814, 810552, 7/17/1980, 2/19/1981) 

• 1980, fire damage repair on the eighth floor for $25,000 by Martin Construction (permit 801722, 4/30/1980).
• 1981, reroofing of the building for $12,315 by George Scofield Company, Inc. (permit 810062, 1/7/1981).
• 1981, remodel of the basement lunchroom for $75,000 by Martin Construction (permit 814490, 10/19/1981).
• 1981, reroofing of the third-floor roof by George Scofield Company, Inc. (permit 814327, 10/8/1981).
• 1982, remodel of the first floor for $225,000 for Puget Sound National Bank by Martin Construction (permit 822213, 

6/24/1982).
• 1987, remodel of the second floor for $168,000 by Harold C. Martin (permit 872378, 6/30/1987).
• 1988, unspecified office space remodel for $27,350 by Harold C. Martin including new plumbing fixtures, and air 

handler and eight heat pumps (permit 880443, 2/8/1988). 
• 1990, installation of a roof top water tank for $10,000 by the Streich Brothers Inc. (permit 902849, 6/28/1990).
• 1992, replacement of lettering on the canopy for $3,000 by Heath Signs for Key Bank of Washington (permit 925977, 

12/16/1992).
• 1993, installation of an ATM in the storefront by the Eagle Group, Inc. for Key Bank of Washington (permit 934307, 

10/6/1993).
• 1993, repair and replace tile veneer on the front of the building for $500 by Bob Pearson Construction, Inc. (permit 

931772, 4/23/1993).
• 1994, security door installation for $3,600 by Eagle Group, Inc. for Key Bank of Washington (permit 940440, 

2/10/1994). 
• 1994, fire suppression system installation by Firesafe (permit 943965, 11/18/1994).
• 1996, installation of a 75-foot illuminated awning with signage at the rear entrance by I-5 Signs for $12,940 (permit 

BLDG96-01299, 8/14/1996).
• 2001, first floor remodel for $64,000 for Heritage Bank, Merritt and Pardini architect (permit BLD2001-00255, 

3/23/2001, drawings). Ronald B. Miller contractor. Remodel for use by Real Estate Title company. Work remodeled 
the north portion of the floor east of the elevators as part of a full remodel of the first floor of 1117 Pacific Avenue. 

• 2002, remodel of the fifteenth and sixteenth floors, Merritt and Pardini architect (permit BLD2001-01605, 2/8/2002).
• 2004, first floor, southwest portion remodel for Apple Physical Therapy. This work remodeled the former Heritage 

Bank space in the southwest portion of the floor into the current configuration of a single large room at the west end, 
with smaller offices, restroom and reception area grouped in the east portion. This work installed the existing me-
chanical, drop ceiling, metal stud gypsum board clad walls, and floor and wall finishes.

• 2018, remodel of west and south portions of the fifteenth floor, Jon Graves Architects & Planners, PLLC architects for 
offices. Work installed existing partitions at the west and south portions of the floor with offices along the west side 
and open office area along the south portion (permit BLDCA18-0049, 8/4/2018, drawings).

• 2020, remodel of the fifteenth floor, Jon Graves Architects & Planners, PLLC architects for office, conference room, 
and dining space development for the Northwest Immigrant Rights Project. Work removed existing central walls and 
furring below windows along the north and east sides of the floor and installed new office partitions. All extant finish-
es in these areas stem from this work (permit BLDCA19-0388, 2/26/2020)      

Annex (1117 Pacific)

Built in 1912 as a three-story annex to the main 18 story building, the building provided the initial banking space for the 
Puget Sound Bank and was functionally connected with the interior of 1119 Pacific Avenue. The elevators in the 1119 
Pacific Avenue building provided access to the second and third story offices.   

Site

The rectangular site slopes slightly to the south and is located on the north side of the 1119 Pacific Avenue site. The 
three-story building is built out to the lot lines. Concrete sidewalks extend along Pacific Avenue and Court A. There are no 
street trees.

Foundation and Structure

A reinforced concrete foundation supports the steel and reinforced concrete structure.
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Exterior Walls

The front facade consists of a red granite panel clad base and vertical side panels installed as part of a 1964 remodel. 
These frame a central portion utilizing vertical steel framing elements (originally with gold anodized aluminum) to mimic 
the structural bays of 1119 Pacific. These support marble aggregate panel cladding (Trevi-tile) within the bays. Scored 
lines within the aggregate panels create a grid. A projecting interior illuminated blade sign, mounted to upper south wall 
portion.

The north and south walls are party walls and not visible. The rear east facade along Court A is designed as an extension 
of the 1119 Pacific facade. A granite panel base extends along the first story with painted cement at the upper stories. A 
belt course extends along the top of the third story with a low parapet above. 

Windows

Windows on the front facade (installed 2001) consist of two fixed single lite anodized aluminum sashes with a band of 
fixed single lite anodized aluminum sash at the third story. 

The rear facade features replacement anodized aluminum sash having a fixed panel transom over two vertical sash (one 
fixed, one horizontal slider) at the second story, with aluminum sash having a fixed transom over two vertical lites (one 
fixed, one horizontal slider) at the third story.

Roof/Parapet

The building features a flat roof with low parapets at the east and west ends. A centrally located, single story penthouse 
features a flat roof. The penthouse connects to and extends out from the north facade of 1119 Pacific Avenue but does not 
connect to the south facade of the building to the north. Rolled asphalt composition roofing clads the main and penthouse 
roof. Sheet metal copings extend along the top of the parapets. 

Entrances, Secondary

The building has only one exterior entrance, a secondary entrance on Court A installed in 2001. The recessed doorway 
features painted concrete jambs and a painted soffit. A replacement flush panel metal door provides access to the staff 
spaces at the east end of the floor. 

Basement

The basement is a single open volume with two vaults centrally placed along the north wall. Exposed metal decking 
installed in 1964 comprises the ceiling finish, with painted gypsum board walls, and vinyl composition tile flooring. Fluores-
cent tube fixtures provide lighting. Both vaults consist of reinforced concrete walls, floors, and ceilings. The west vault has 
a single large metal vault door on the south side and was installed in 1916 for the Puget Sound Bank, and at the time was 
the first bank installation in the Pacific Northwest of a manganese steel vault. The door was locked by a time lock as well 
as two combination locks and designed by Boyd M. Hamilton of the northwest branch of the Mosler Company. Alterations 
removed the original safe deposit boxes, covered over the polished steel plates cladding the interior and the mirror at the 
back of the vault, and removed the original light fixtures.   

The east vault is smaller with the vault door on the east end and an added saw cut opening in the south wall. Doorways in 
the south wall of the basement provide functional connection to 1119 Pacific and vertical circulation. 

First Floor

The first floor is organized into front west and rear east portions, with a main central doorway in the south wall providing 
the main access from 1119 Pacific. 

The west portion consists of a reception area with offices along the south and west portions and a large vault on the north 
wall. Carpeting extends throughout with a drop T-bar ceiling with recessed fluorescent lighting fixtures. Added wood pan-
eling encloses the vault and south office. Painted gypsum board partitions enclose the west offices. A restroom is located 
adjacent the south office.  The vault was installed as part of the 1964 remodel. 

The rear service portion features carpet flooring, painted gypsum board walls, and a drop T-bar ceiling with recessed fluo-
rescent lights and boxed mechanical soffits. 

Alterations reconfigured the interior, removing the original central stairway clad in marble that descended from the en-
trance vestibule on Pacific Avenue to the basement space shared between 1117 and 1119 Pacific Avenue. 
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Second Floor

The second floor consists of a hallway extending from 1119 Pacific to the building at 1111 Pacific (abutting north side of 
1117 Pacific). A conference room is located west of the hallway with a large volume to the east. The hallway features 
carpeting with wood panel walls and a T-bar drop ceiling with recessed fluorescent lighting fixtures. The conference room 
has wood panel wainscot with a faux wood beam ceiling, wood flooring, and wallpaper clad walls with wire glass relites 
at the hallway wall. The east volume has an enclosed office space along the north wall. Carpeting extends throughout, 
with painted gypsum board walls and a drop T-bar ceiling with recessed fluorescent tube lighting fixtures. Doorways in the 
south wall provide functional connection to 1119 Pacific. 

Third Floor

The third floor consists of an east and west volume. A doorway in the south wall of the west portion provides access to 
the elevator lobby in 1119 Pacific. Multiple doorways in the south portion of the east portion connect to the offices in 1119 
Pacific. Carpeting extends throughout, with painted gypsum board walls and a drop T-bar ceiling with recessed fluorescent 
tube lighting fixtures.

Alterations
• 1916, interior and exterior remodel by the Puget Sound Bank. Architects Heath and Gove designed the alterations. 

Exterior alterations moved the front entrance out closer to the sidewalk, installed the two-story octagonal columns 
flanking the entrance, and moved an exterior stair along Court A to the interior. Interior work removed the front stair-
way access to the basement, extended and widened the banking floor to the east, and the bank teller spaces were 
expanded and adjusted to place them on a diagonal to provide each space with access from the main bank lobby.  

• 1916, first floor and basement remodel for the Puget Sound Bank, including installation of the manganese steel vault 
in the basement, designed by Boyd M. Hamilton of the Mosler Company, and enclosed with double reinforced con-
crete walls and carried on concrete pillars.  

• 1954, remodel for the installment loan department of the Puget Sound National Bank, including a complete remodel 
of the first floor.  

• 1964, remodel of the front facade by Lea, Pearson & Richards, architects and Merit Construction, contractor.  This 
work included a complete remodel of the first floor.  

• 1995, remodel of the third floor for Key Bank of Washington by Bob Pearson Construction (permit 950273, 
8/17/1995).

• 2001, first floor remodel for $64,000 for Heritage Bank, Merritt and Pardini architect (permit BLD2001-00255, 
3/23/2001, drawings). Ronald B. Miller contractor. Remodel for use by Real Estate Title company. Work installed the 
existing Court A secondary entrance, removing existing stone at the doorway location and reinstalling at the jambs. 
Work remodeled the entire first floor developing the existing partitions at the east and west ends of the floor and re-
taining the existing reception desk and restroom. This work installed the first-floor windows on the front west facade. 
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PART 3:  HISTORICAL OR CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

Criteria for Designation

Tacoma Municipal Code recognizes six criteria of eligibility for inclusion on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places.  Please select 
any that apply to this property, for which there is documented evidence included in this nomination form.

A Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or

B Is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or

C Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a 
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may 
lack individual distinction; or

D Has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history; or

E Abuts a property that is already listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places and was constructed within the period 
of significance of the adjacent structure; or

F Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristics, represents an established and familiar visual feature of 
the neighborhood or City.

Historical Data (if known)

Date(s) of Construction Other Date(s) of Significance

Architect(s) Builder Engineer
Architectural 
Style(s) Material(s) 

Statement of Significance
Describe in detail the chronological history of the property and how it meets the criteria for the Register of Historic Places. Please 
provide a summary in the first paragraph that lists the relevant criteria (use additional sheets if necessary). This section should 
include a thorough narrative of the property’s history, context, occupants, and uses. If using a Multiple Property Nomination that 
is already on record, or another historical context narrative, please reference it by name and source.

X

1911, 1912

Heath and Twichell
Commercial, Modern

1942 (front facade remodel)

Des Moines Bridge and Iron Co.

Steel, concrete, brick

Purdy and Henderson

The National Realty Building, in the heart of Tacoma’s Central Business District on Pacific Avenue, is eligible for individual 
listing to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places under criteria A, B, and C within the areas of Commerce, Engineering, 
and Architecture. In the area of significance of Commerce, under criterion A, the National Realty Building is associated 
with broad patterns of history as downtown Tacoma, particularly on Pacific Avenue, became established as the commer-
cial center for the city. 

Under criterion B, in the same area of significance, the National Realty Building is associated with the productive life of 
Reno Odlin, who served as president of Puget Sound National Bank, the owner and street-level occupant of the building, 
from 1936 until 1972. Odlin led the bank through the Great Depression and exterior storefront remodel. 

Under criterion C, in the areas of Architecture and Engineering, the National Realty Building stands as an early example 
of skyscraper design in Tacoma, the first to use cantilever beam construction, and reflects the work of locally significant 
architects Heath & Twichell and structural engineers Heady & Peterson. 

The period of significance begins in 1911, when construction of the building was complete, and ends in 1942, with comple-
tion of the front facade remodel with the Puget Sound National Bank under direction of Reno Odlin and emerging from the 
Great Depression.

The Annex (1117 Pacific), though historically functionally connected to the National Realty Building, lacks integrity due to 
the 2001 front facade and interior alterations.

X
X
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Downtown Tacoma Development

Tacoma History

The National Realty Building stands on land that has been home to the Puyallup people since time immemorial. In Twul-
shootseed—a southern dialect of Lushootseed, a Salish language—the Puyallup people are known as the S’puyaləpabš 
(Spoy-all-up-obsh), which translates to “the people from the bend in the river” or “the people from the river with many 
bends.” The Puyallup people are gracious hosts and became known for their “generous and welcoming behavior to all 
people (friends and strangers)” entering their lands.1 They lived in the area between the foothills of Takoma (Mount Rain-
ier) and the Puget Sound and benefited from the region’s abundant resources. They harvested salmon, shellfish, roots, 
and berries; hunted game; and used cedar to build homes and canoes.2 

While people from Asia and Russia may have traveled in the Puget Sound region in previous years, British captain George 
Vancouver and his expedition crew arrived in Puget Sound in 1792 aboard the Discovery. The exploration and mapping 
of the area by Vancouver lead to the arrival of additional Euro-Americans, including the fur trading Hudson Bay Company 
and the United States Exploring Expedition, commanded by Lieutenant Charles Wilkes.  

Euro-American settler-colonists began to steadily arrive in the area surrounding Commencement Bay in the mid-1800s. 
Two settlements were established, one by Job Carr (Tacoma) and the other by Morton Matthew McCarver (Tacoma 
City). Both settlements, along with others on the Puget Sound, hoped to woo the Northern Pacific Railroad to select their 
community as the western terminus for its transcontinental line. The Northern Pacific selected Tacoma as its terminus in 
July 1873 but specified a site two miles south of the existing settlements. The Tacoma Land Company, a subsidiary of the 
Northern Pacific, then platted the townsite (New Tacoma); that is the foundation for present-day downtown Tacoma.

The Tacoma Land Company played a significant role in establishing land uses in Tacoma; through their decisions on land 
sales and uses they effectively created the growing city’s business, warehouse, and industrial districts.3 Tacoma’s growth 
did not balloon immediately following the initial arrival of the Northern Pacific Railroad in December 1873, since the first 
line was just a connector that allowed the Northern Pacific to piggyback off other lines. The direct northern transcontinen-
tal route was completed through the Cascade Mountains and arrived in Tacoma in 1885. As a result, Tacoma began to 
experience significant growth in the late 1880s. 

As Tacoma became established as a key shipping point, where a transcontinental rail line met a deep-water port, a 
period of population and construction growth followed. This first period of intense building began in 1888 and extended 
until 1892. The financial crisis of 1893, which swept the nation, limited construction projects for a period. A second wave 
of intense construction in Tacoma began in 1902 and continued for the next decade. The population boomed during this 
time, more than doubling between 1900 and 1910, increasing from 37,714 to 83,743.4 During this period, Tacoma formed 
a port commission, city water works, and a city power system.5 The central business district for the city also expanded and 
Pacific Avenue became the main commercial arterial, with the business district largely centered between Ninth and 13th 
streets. 

National Realty Building

When completed in 1911, the 19-story National Realty Building stood as the tallest building on the West Coast until Se-
attle’s Smith Tower opened in 1914. Architectural firm Heath & Twichell designed the office building and contractor Hans 
Pederson oversaw the construction. The architects also designed the three-story annex (1117 Pacific Avenue), built in 
1912, providing the initial banking space for the Puget Sound Bank.6 

The National Realty company filed articles of incorporation in Pierce County, Washington, on May 1, 1907. Tacoma real 
estate and business men—Louis W. Pratt, George W. Fowler, C. Granrud, J. B. Ternes, August von Boecklin, George B. 
Burke, Charles O. Bates, Thomas Carstens, Ethen Allen, W. H. Pringle, H. S. Griggs, A. V. Love, E. R. Judson, Calvin 
Philips, C. L. Hoska, E. Noonan, P. H. Hebb, F. R. Hill, John Bagley, Addison G. Foster, and C. S. Barlow—were the incor-

1  Puyallup Tribe of Indians, “Puyallup Tribal History,” Puyallup Tribe of Indians, http://www.puyallup-tribe.com/ourtribe/ (accessed 
October 25, 2016).

2  Artifacts Consulting, Inc., “Prairie Line Rail Corridor: Historic and Cultural Assessment Report,“ prepared for the City of Tacoma 
(2016), 18-19, https://cms.cityoftacoma.org/PLT_Webpage/PLT-Assessment.pdf (accessed May 3, 2022). 

3  Artifacts Consulting, Inc., “National Bank of Tacoma,” National Register of Historic Places (2006), Section 8, Page 2. 
4  Artifacts Consulting, Inc., “National Bank of Tacoma,” Section 8, Page 2. 
5  H. J. Kolva and Steve Franks, Institute for Urban & Local Studies, “Tacoma Post Office Court House and Custom House,” National 

Register of Historic Places (1989), Section 8, Page 4. 
6  “Start Erection of New Building,” Tacoma Daily Ledger, December 1, 1912: 19.
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porators of the company.7 The investors included business owners, attorneys, bankers, a physician, and owners of real 
estate, mining, lumber, and other businesses. The company began with $500,000 in capital stock. The original officers for 
the company were Louis Pratt as president; John Bagley, first vice president; Edward Noonan, second vice president; Au-
gust von Boecklin, third vice president; W. H. Pringle, treasurer; and Edward B. Judson, secretary.8 An ad for the company 
stated, “The National Realty Company of Tacoma, Washington, has been organized for the purpose of investing its capital 
and the funds of its bondholders in the safest, most attractive and profitable field for the employment of money that the 
world has ever known.”9 Their primary investment goal was to acquire income-producing real estate in key locations within 
Tacoma to best profit from the city’s growth. The first office for the National Realty Company was located in the Bankers 
Trust Building, at 954 Commerce Street. 

The company’s first planned investment was the construction of cold storage facilities with an estimated cost of $150,000 
on C and Commerce streets between 15th Street and Jefferson Avenue.10 It does not appear those were constructed by 
the company. They did purchase three houses at South 25th and C streets, which they rented out. The following year, 
in early 1908, the company announced plans to build an eight- or 10-story apartment building at the northeast corner of 
Tacoma Avenue and North Fourth Street for an estimated $125,000 to $150,000.11 Elevations of the eight-story apartment 
building, designed by Heath & Twichell, were revealed in The Tacoma Daily News in March 1908. However, in Febru-
ary 1909, National Realty Company put their two properties up for sale (the corner property at South 25th and C streets 
for $20,000 and the apartment building site at the northeast corner of Tacoma Avenue and North Fourth Street) to help 
finance a larger project—a 16-story office building on Pacific Avenue. 

In early January 1909, the National Realty Company purchased what was known as the Kansas Block (current building 
location) two blocks south of where the company had their offices in the Bankers Trust Building. At the time of National 
Realty Company’s purchase of the Kansas Block, the site included the Kansas Building and other small structures to the 
south. Lessees on the site included Ben Klegman, who had a store on the property; Samuel Wolff, proprietor of a German 
bakery (1117 Pacific Avenue); and Martin & Boyer, proprietors of the Pullman saloon.12 The National Realty Company pur-
chased the property from Mrs. Alverda Mead; the Mead family had owned the property since 1884; they had purchased it 
for $10,000.13 

The company proposed a 16-story skyscraper and once again hired Heath & Twichell to design the building. Given the 
height of the proposed building (which was finalized at 19 stories), the team hired Purdy & Henderson of New York, a 
structural engineering firm, as specialists. Purdy & Henderson were the structural engineers for the design of the Metro-
politan Life Insurance Building in New York, a 700-foot-tall office building with a clock tower that was the world’s tallest 
building upon its completion in 1909.14 John L. Hall, treasurer of Purdy & Henderson, represented the engineers in Ta-
coma. Upon his arrival the Tacoma Daily News commented on the lack of office space in the city at the time and that Mr. 
Hall had to resort to working out of the Tacoma Hotel: “This shows the scarcity of offices in Tacoma and emphasizes the 
demand for such an office building as the National Realty company contemplates.”15 Early estimates for the building’s 
construction were in the neighborhood of $270,000 and the building was to contain 375 office rooms, banking on the first 
floor, and a restaurant in the basement. The National Realty Company hoped to have the building ready for occupancy by 
April 1910.16 The Kansas Block property was officially transferred to National Realty Company in early May 1909 after a 
payment of $80,000 or $81,000 in cash.17

Ground was officially broken for the new building on May 24, 1909, as soil samples and test holes were made to ade-
quately prepare for the building’s foundation.18 Heath & Twichell issued a call for bids to construct the building on July 2, 
1909; the general contract included sub-contracts for concrete work, plumbing, electric, heating, light, power, and eleva-

7  “City News in Brief,” The Daily Ledger, May 2, 1907: 5.
8  “City News in Brief,” The Daily Ledger, May 25, 1907: 5.
9  “The National Realty Company of Tacoma, Washington,” The Daily Ledger, ad, September 1, 1907: 12.
10  “New Building for Business District,” The Daily Ledger, May 30, 1907: 4.
11  “Fine Apartment House for Tacoma,” The Daily Ledger, January 8, 1908: 21.
12  “Surrenders His Lease on Store,” The Daily Ledger, June 13, 1909: 37. 
13  “16-Story Building Planned,” Tacoma Daily News, January 9, 1909: 1; “Big Deal Closed Today,” The Tacoma Times, May 5, 1909: 

1.
14  “Engineer for Sky Scraper Here,” Tacoma Daily News, May 17, 1909: 8. 
15  Ibid. 
16  “Comes From New York to Plan Skyscraper,” The Tacoma Daily Ledger, March 18, 1909: 4. 
17  “Big Deal Closed Today,” The Tacoma Times, May 5, 1909: 1; “Pays $80,000 For Two Lots,” The Daily Ledger, May 6, 1909: 5. 
18  “Break Ground for Skyscraper,” The Daily Ledger, May 23, 1909: 46. 
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tors.19 Contracts for the project were awarded in early August 1909. The Des Moines Bridge & Iron company received the 
contract for the steel work. Evans & Dickson received the electrical work contract;20

In late August 1909, architect Frederick Heath released a description of the new building’s design for the first time:

The construction of the National Realty building marks a new era of building, not only in Tacoma, but 
in the Pacific Northwest. It is the first building of the true skyscraper type north of San Francisco. The 
construction is strictly class A, as designated by insurance rules. The structure is first formed of steel 
frame, consisting of columns, girders and beams, all riveted together in one solid fabric. … The design 
of the Pacific avenue front is in French renaissance of the year 1650, a style peculiarly suited to the 
tower effect in which it is designed. The material of the front is in richly modeled terra cotta and Roman 
style brick. …”21

The city Building Inspector, Mr. Hebblethwaite, issued the permit for the new building on September 1, 1909. Shortly after 
the National Realty Company’s building permit was approved, Tacoma’s City Council passed a new building ordinance. 
In addition to other changes, the new ordinance specified a height limitation on new construction in the business blocks. 
With the new ordinance, a building as tall as the plans for the National Realty Company’s building would require a special 
permit from council.22 Heavy rains delayed laying the foundation for the new skyscraper, which was then discussed as 
being a 19- or 20-story building.

A November 21, 1909, article in The Daily Ledger discussed the new technology being utilized to construct this new office 
building, “The first cantilever beam foundations ever installed in Tacoma.”23 These foundations (consisting of footings con-
nected by concrete beams) were essential to support the weight of the towering structure without encroaching into neigh-
boring properties, allowing the building to occupy its entire building site to the property lines.

Fabrication on the building’s steel structure began between late December 1909 and early January 1910 following the 
completion of the foundations. While Des Moines Bridge & Iron company was the steel contractor for the building, iron 
workers from the East Coast were brought in to erect the structure.24 The team narrowly avoided catastrophe on January 
24, 1910, when a chain snapped and dropped a 4-ton steel beam.25 The beam fell through the roof of the neighboring 
Oxford Saloon before falling over and into the excavation cavity for the new building. Construction was delayed in late 
February 1910 when the arrival of a key girder was lost in transit; at this point, the building’s foundation was in place 
and its structure was several feet above Pacific Avenue.26 The lost girder was found in March 1910 and the construction 
crew made steady progress on the building’s structural steel skeleton over the next couple of months. By early Septem-
ber 1910, much of the structural skeleton had been enclosed and the terra cotta cladding went up on the Pacific Avenue 
facade. 

The building was ready for occupancy in early 1911 and tenants moved into the building. Key early tenants included: 
insurance agent E. F. Gregory Co., architect Frederick Heath, attorneys, and physicians. The National Realty Company 
also relocated their offices to their new building. F. A. Friend Co.’s drug store occupied the first floor of the building by July 
1912. The Puget Sound Bank moved into the adjoining three floors of the new Annex (1117 Pacific Avenue) completed in 
1912 by the National Realty Company. The bank purchased the Annex in 1915 for $45,000 from the Bankers Trust com-
pany and embarked on both an interior and exterior remodel designed by architects Heath and Gove.27 

In October 1916, Tacoma Police raided a series of rooms on the 16th floor identified as “Electric Logging Company” on 
the door, believed to be the “highest, largest, and most expensively furnished blind pig yet found in the city.” (A “blind pig” 
was another word for a speakeasy.) Twenty men were found to be playing cards and drinking on the floor—the main room 
was staged as an office while the other rooms were furnished with fine rugs, tables, and chairs. Police seized 8 quarts 

19  “Call for Bids,” The Tacoma Daily News, July 2, 1909: 5; “Construction Work on Skyscraper July 24,” The Tacoma Daily News, 
July 3, 1909: 7. 

20  “Tone Strong in Realty Market,” The Daily Ledger, September 5, 1909: 37.
21  “Skyscraper of Unique Design,” The Daily Leger, August 29, 1909: 36. 
22  “New Building Law is Passed,” The Tacoma Times, September 9, 1909: 8.
23  “Tacoma to Have Cantilever,” The Daily Ledger, November 21, 1909: 41. 
24  “Ready to Rush Work,” The Daily Ledger, December 19, 1909: 47.
25  “Four Tons Drop,” The Tacoma Daily News, January 24, 1910: 2. 
26  “Weather Keeps Building Back,” The Daily Ledger, February 27, 1910: 37. 
27  “Three-Story Bank Building Changes Hands for $45,000,” Tacoma Daily Ledger, December 12, 1915: 31.
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of liquor. The speakeasy had allegedly been in operation since April 1916; drinks were sold for 15 cents and keys to the 
rooms were $2.50 each. Only the proprietor of the establishment, Fred Plugradt, was arrested.28

In 1917, the Greene Security company of Spokane, representing wealthy farmers from the Yakima and Walla Walla val-
leys, purchased the building. The National Realty Company had lost the building through foreclosure to the William Virges 
syndicate who then sold it to Greene Security.29 The sales price to Green Security was not publicized, but the building was 
valued at $600,000 at the time of the sale. The Protective Realty Company acquired controlling interest in the building in 
1919. 

In 1920, Sound Bond & Mortgage Company—a subsidiary of Puget Sound Bank & Trust—purchased the National Re-
alty Building for $551,000. The building was renamed Puget Sound Bank & Trust Building and they began preparations 
to renovate the entire lower floor to be used by the bank. At the time of purchasing the National Realty Building, Puget 
Sound Bank & Trust occupied the building known as the National Realty Building Annex next door at 1115 Pacific Avenue. 
Contractor O. F. Larson completed the interior renovation for the bank in 1921, which extended into 1115 Pacific Avenue 
next door. The State Savings & Loan Association moved into the Annex in 1939.30 

As an office building, the building has had many different tenants over the years, but it appears that over much of its 
history, the building provided office space for small businesses, with each floor supporting multiple businesses, according 
to city directories. Law offices appeared to be the primary occupants of the building, with some insurance brokers, real 
estate companies, and medical offices. There was even a law library in the building on the 14th floor until the 1950s; by 
1960 it had moved to the 16th floor. According to city directory listings, architectural firm Heath, Gove & Bell occupied the 
17th and 18th floors in the 1930s and 1940s; they moved to the 16th floor in the 1950s. 

Mid-century Renovation 

After occupying the Puget Sound Bank & Trust Building for 20 years, the bank once again set its sights on remodeling 
the building; however, these plans also included an exterior renovation. Bank President Reno Odin justified the extensive 
renovation: 

We have found it necessary to expand the facilities of the bank very materially to enable us to bet-
ter serve our rapidly increasing number of depositors. In the past five years the depots of the Puget 
Sound National Bank have increased from about $4,000,000 to something over $15,000,000 and the 
banking quarters are so inadequate for that volume as to create quite a serious problem for us.31

Planned alterations included new and larger quarters for the safe deposit, trust, credit, and installment loan department in 
the basement; an enlarged and modernized lobby; a new combined entrance (for both 1117 and 1119 Pacific); and refac-
ing the lower three stories of 1119 Pacific with granite. It is unclear who the architects were for this significant remodel. 

By 1960, while the building still had numerous tenants, it is clear that Puget Sound Bank had grown significantly. In addi-
tion to the bank on the first floor, the bank’s corporate offices occupied the second, third, fourth, fifth, and sixth floors.

The building underwent another major renovation in 1964. This project included remodeling the bank office and the 
neighboring building (1117 Pacific) just north of the Puget Sound Bank & Trust Building. The bank building was affected in 
the bank’s safe deposit department, the special services area, the collection department, the board of directors room, the 
credit department, and the business development department. The majority of the work was focused on the neighboring 
building at 1117 Pacific, which received a solid, modern wall of red granite and red stone aggregate Trevi tile and accent-
ed with vertical beams of gold anodized aluminum.32 Architects Lea, Pearson & Richards of Tacoma designed the renova-
tion. In describing the renovation prior to its implementation, Reno Oldin said: 

We look at this remodeling proposition as not only an investment in our own business, but as an in-
vestment in the future of downtown Tacoma. Contrary to what many people have to say, our downtown 
area is very much alive and growing. Our remodeling, the construction of new buildings by other firms 
and the remodeling of existing buildings by still others is proof of this fact.33 

28  Tacoma Sunday News-Ledger, October 15, 1916: 1-2.
29  “Skyscraper Sold to Syndicate of East Side Men,” Tacoma Sunday News-Ledger, August 5, 1917: 1. 
30  Advertisement, “The State Savings & Loan Association,” Tacoma News Tribune, June 4, 1939: 7. 
31  “Bank Will Remodel,” The Tacoma News Tribune, December 20, 1941: 12.
32  “Bank Adds to Tacoma Facelifting,” The Tacoma News Tribune, September 20, 1964: B-3. 
33  “Bank Adds to Tacoma Facelifting,” The Tacoma News Tribune, September 20, 1964: B-3.
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Reno Odlin—Puget Sound Bank & Trust President 

Reno Odlin served as the president or chairman of Puget Sound National Bank for 36 years, beginning in August 1936 
when he purchased the stock interest of Forbes P. Haskell and was subsequently elected as president by the bank’s 
board. Puget Sound National Bank was first established in Tacoma in 1890 as the Puget Sound Savings Bank. Prior to his 
role with Puget Sound National Bank, Odlin had worked for Seattle First National and had established and managed that 
bank’s branch in Olympia. Once working for Puget Sound National Bank, Odlin was responsible for shepherding the insti-
tution through the end of the Great Depression and World War II and into a period of significant expansion and growth. 

Odlin had his offices in the Puget Sound National Bank building, the headquarters for the bank as it expanded during 
Odlin’s tenure. While in Tacoma, during his career at the bank, he lived at 610 North Yakima Avenue until 1950 when his 
success allowed him to purchase waterfront property and build a new house designed by architects Lea, Pearson & Rich-
ards. The facade refresh of the Puget Sound National Bank building in 1942 reflected the growing financial success of the 
bank under Odlin’s leadership and its role as the bank’s headquarters when the bank began to acquire existing banks and 
build new suburban branch banks. 

Reno Odlin was born in Sedro-Wooley in 1897. He was raised in Skagit County; his father was a banker. He attended 
Princeton University and then transferred to the University of Washington to study law. He never graduated, dropping out 
to serve in World War I. He served in the 111th Infantry, first at the Mexican border and then in France. After the war, he 
briefly attended the University of Toulouse in France before returning to the United States. Once home, Odlin maintained 
his military connection, serving as a commander in the American Legion. 

He married Edith Murphy Heston in 1922. The couple settled in Anacortes before moving to Seattle in 1929, where he 
worked in banking. They had three children: Reno, Jr.; Richard; and Mary Lee. In 1933, Odlin was promoted to manage 
Seattle First National bank’s new Olympia branch. In addition to his paid responsibilities, Odlin even had a failed bid for 
U.S. Senate as a Republican nominee in 1934. Despite losing this race, Odlin remained a key figure in area politics. 

In early 1941, Odlin reported that the bank’s deposits had increased 42.4 percent in 1940. By early 1943 the Puget Sound 
National Bank had advanced in place in the American Banker’s list of 500 largest banks in the country, moving from 445th 
to 338th place.34 By the time he retired in 1973, the bank had climbed to 269th place. During the course of his tenure as 
bank president, the bank’s assets increased 100-fold, from $4 million to $400 million.35 He announced his retirement as 
chairman of the bank in December 1973.36 His wife Edith died in 1964 and he remarried in 1965, wedding Beatrice Reno 
Marshall. Beatrice and Odlin grew up together; her mother married Odlin’s maternal uncle (L. Quimby Reno) when Be-
atrice was four.37

His career included serving on the Federal Reserve Board of San Francisco, president of the Washington Bankers Associ-
ation, president of the American Banking Association, national chairman of the Savings Bond division of the U.S. Treasury 
Department since 1942, and a member of Government Borrowing Committee.38 He received the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment’s Distinguished Service Award. In addition to his professional pursuits, he also served as president of the Washing-
ton State Historical Society’s Board of Curators and helped grow the State Historical Society Museum in Tacoma (now the 
Washington State History Museum). 

Odlin died in 1979. An interview with him in 1976, three years before his death, framed Odlin’s importance in his career 
and as a prominent figure in Tacoma. The author called Odlin “one of the most powerful Tacomans of all time.”39 His 
legacy extended to setting up his former son-in-law, Bill Phillips, and then his son, Richard, to leadership positions in the 
bank. Prior to his retirement, Odlin had initiated a program of acquiring banks, a policy that continued after his retirement. 
Between 1971 and 1993, when it merged with KeyCorp and became Key Bank—Puget Sound National Bank acquired 
17 banks in western Washington. After the bank’s merger with KeyCorp it was the second largest commercial bank in the 
state. Key Bank sold the building in 2000. 

34  “Bank’s Growth Spectacular,” The Tacoma News Tribune, February 4, 1943: 11. 
35  “Banker Reno Odlin succumbs,” The News Tribune, September 16, 1979: A-2. 
36  “Reno Odlin Retires,” The News Tribune, December 19, 1973: B-2.
37  “Reno Odlin to Marry Californian,” The News Tribune, February 12, 1965: 1, 6. 
38  “Reno Odlin wrote history,” The Tacoma News Tribune, September 17, 1979: 6; “Banker Reno Odlin succumbs,” The News Tri-

bune, September 16, 1979: A-2.
39  “Reno Odlin—‘Who would live in Seattle,’” The News Tribune, March 7, 1976: A-3. 
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Architects of the National Realty Building

Heath & Twichell was a short-lived partnership (1908–1910) between architects Frederick Heath (1861–1953) and Luther 
Twichell (1867–1939). Both men had long careers with notable projects both before and after their partnership. Heath and 
Twichell had previously worked together in Minneapolis. In addition to the National Realty Building, during their partner-
ship they also designed the Buren/Holden Apartments in Tacoma (1908, 708 South Eighth Street). Their design of the 
National Realty Building is the largest office building and steel structure commission for the partners and also for either of 
their careers. 

Born in LaCrosse, Wisconsin, Frederick Heath was a self-taught architect, working under architect Warren H. Hayes in 
Minneapolis for over a decade before moving to the West Coast in 1893.40 Upon arriving in Tacoma, Heath’s early work 
in Tacoma is unclear, as he arrived when a financial crisis swept the nation. By 1901, he formed a partnership with A. 
J. Russell and A. Walter Spaulding—Spaulding, Russell & Heath. This firm was reformed as Russell & Heath in 1902 
after Spaulding left but only lasted a year; Heath then practiced on his own. During this period, Heath became the official 
school architect for the Tacoma School District. In this role, which lasted from 1903 to 1920, Heath designed:

• Stadium High School (1906), 111 North E Street
• Point Defiance School (1911), 4349 North Visscher Street, demolished
• Central Elementary School (1912), 4505 104th Street E 
• Fern Hill Elementary School (1911), 8442 S Park Avenue
• McKinley Elementary (1908), 3702 E McKinley Avenue
• Oakland Elementary School (1912), 3319 S Adams Street

Heath partnered with Luther Twichell between 1908 and 1910. He returned to working on his own in 1910. 

Heath formed yet another partnership in 1912—Heath & Gove with George Gove (1869–1956). This partnership lasted for 
the rest of Heath’s career, and they added a third partner, Herbert Bell (1884–1951), in 1914. This firm’s work was prolific 
in Tacoma and neighboring cities and included residential, commercial, ecclesiastical, and institutional designs. Key proj-
ects designed by the firm include:

• Paradise Inn (1917), Mount Rainier National Park, Paradise, WA
• Sixth Avenue Baptist Church (1924), 2520 Sixth Avenue, Tacoma
• Edward B. Rhodes Post American Legion (1931), 407 South G Street, Tacoma
• Tacoma Thomson Hall (1948) and Communications Building (1951), University of Washington
• Numerous buildings at Northern State Hospital, Sedro-Woolley
• Heath went into the office every working day until his death in 1953.

Born in Hastings, Minnesota, Luther Twichell graduated from the University of Minnesota in 1888. He moved to Tacoma in 
1907 and formed a partnership with Heath. Twichell was a founding member of the Architects’ Club of Tacoma and worked 
as the architect for Tacoma’s Metropolitan Park Board. A notable design by Twichell for the Metropolitan Park Board is 
the Point Defiance Streetcar Station (1914, 5801 Trolley Lane). After his partnership with Heath ended in 1910, Twichell 
worked on his own. His designs were largely residential and in Tacoma, including: 

• J. B. Heiteshu House (1914), 609 D Street, Tacoma
• Judge Reuben Lafoon House (1912), 803 South Union Avenue, Tacoma
• A. E. Grafton House (1914), 705 North G Street, Tacoma
• G. H. Raleigh House (1910), 3001 North 22nd Street, Tacoma
• E. A. Younglove House (1911), 1304 North Yakima Avenue, Tacoma
• Wilbur R. Todd House (1911), 502 North Stadium Way, Tacoma
• Dr. Curtis and Dana Egbert House (1914), 2708 SE Adams, Olympia

Twichell retired in 1932. He then died in December 1939 after suffering a fall and breaking a hip earlier in the year.41 

Engineers of the National Realty Building

The engineering firm of Purdy and Henderson provided the structural steel design for the National Realty Building.42 The 
firm was founded by Corydon Purdy and Lightner Henderson in the early 1890s in Chicago, Illinois. They moved their 

40  Caroline T. Swope, MSHP, PhD, “Reconnaissance & Intensive Level Historic Survey for the Tacoma Public School District, 2009,” 
prepared for Tacoma Public Schools (2009), 46.

41  “Architect is Stricken,” The Tacoma News Tribune, December 21, 1939: 18. 
42  Richard G. Weingardt, P.E., “Corydon Tyler Purdy,” Leadership and Management in Engineering (July 2010), Vol 10, Issue 3, 124-
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practice headquarters to New York by 1896. Over the years they had branch offices in other locations, including Havana, 
Cuba. The firm appears to have continued to operate after Henderson’s death in 1916 until 1944, when Purdy died. Their 
firm relocated to New York City and designed the steel structures for numerous buildings in the city and in other cities 
throughout the United States. Their work includes: 

• Flatiron Building/Fuller Building (1902), 175 Fifth Avenue, New York
• Manhattan Municipal Building (1914), 1 Centre Street, New York
• Whitehall Building, New York
• Broad Exchange Building (1902), 25 Broad Street, New York
• New York Times Building (1904), 1475 Broadway, New York
• Macy’s Department Store (1902), 151 West 34th Street, New York
• Pennsylvania Railroad Station/Penn Station (1910, demolished 1963), New York
• Healey Building (1914), 57 Forsyth Street NW, Atlanta, Georgia
• Bellevue-Stratford Hotel (1912), 200 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
• Custom House Tower (1915), 3 McKinley Square, Boston, Massachusetts
• Union Station Power House (1903, demolished 1987), South 18th Street, North of U.S. Highway 40, St. Louis, Mis-

souri
• Willard Hotel (1901), 1401 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 

The National Realty Building structural design was the firm’s first known project in Washington State; another project was 
the Agen Warehouse (1910-11), 1201 Western Avenue, Seattle. They largely worked on the East Coast, but another West 
Coast project was the Royal Insurance Company Office Building #2 (1907-09), 201 Sansome Street, San Francisco.

Corydon Tyler Purdy was born in Grand Rapids, Wisconsin, on May 17, 1859, to Samuel J. and Emma (Tyler) Purdy. He 
attended the University of Wisconsin for a year before leaving to work for the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad 
where he started as a draftsman. He then worked as an assistant engineer on the Chicago and Evanston Railway. He 
returned to the University of Wisconsin and received a degree in civil engineering in 1886. After graduating, he worked as 
the city engineer for Eau Claire, Wisconsin, for two years. He then worked for Keystone Bridge Company in Pittsburgh. He 
returned to the Midwest by early 1889, partnering with Charles G. Wade to form the consulting engineering firm Wade and 
Purdy. He then married Eugenie Cushing in May 1889. 

In the early 1890s, Wade and Purdy shifted to building design as the skyscraper was born, relying on steel beams and 
columns to support new, taller and modern buildings. They then designed the Tacoma, Rand McNally, and Old Colony 
buildings in Chicago. In the midst of this work, Purdy’s wife died in 1890; then Wade and Purdy separated in 1891. Purdy 
brought on John Phillips as a partner and remarried in 1892, marrying Rose E. Morse. Shortly after, Phillips died unex-
pectedly in 1893. Purdy then brought on one of his employees, Lightner Henderson, as his partner, and relocated their 
firm to New York City.

Lightner Henderson (1866–1916) was born in Gap, Pennsylvania, in December 1866.43 He graduated from Lehigh Univer-
sity in 1889 with a civil engineering degree. He then worked with Binder and Seifert in Philadelphia before starting employ-
ment with Purdy in 1891. He died unexpectedly in 1916. 

Summary

The National Realty Building/Puget Sound Bank & Trust Building reflects a period of intense growth in Tacoma’s central 
business district in the early 20th century. After Puget Sound National Bank purchased the building in 1920, it was home 
to the bank (and its subsidiaries) for the next 80 years. During the bank’s ownership and occupation of the building, and 
under Odlin and his protegees’ leadership, Puget Sound National Bank became “the last major independent commercial 
bank left” in western Washington due to Odlin’s methodical efforts to buy up and consolidate area banks under Puget 
Sound National Bank.44 The building, with its mid-century facade renovation and iconic tower, continues to stand out in 
Tacoma’s downtown and reflects two important periods of growth in Tacoma and the bank’s growing prominence in the 
region. It is an excellent example of the work done by architects Heath & Twichell and engineers Purdy and Henderson. 

130. Much of the text is summarized from this article unless otherwise noted. 
43  Western Society of Engineers, “Lightner Henderson,” Journal of the Western Society of Engineers (November 1916), Vol. XXI, No. 

9, 784-785. Via Google Books. 
44  “Merger KeyCorp to buy Puget Sound Bancorp,” Kitsap Sun, March 9, 1992. https://products.kitsapsun.com/ar-

chive/1992/03-09/246939_merger_keycorp_to_buy_puget_sou.html. 

81



Bibliography

Artifacts Consulting, Inc. “National Bank of Tacoma.” National Register of Historic Places. 2006. 
---. “Prairie Line Rail Corridor: Historic and Cultural Assessment Report.” Prepared for the City of Tacoma. 2016.  https://
cms.cityoftacoma.org/PLT_Webpage/PLT-Assessment.pdf. Accessed May 3, 2022.

Kolva, H. J., and Steve Franks, Institute for Urban & Local Studies. “Tacoma Post Office Court House and Custom 
House.” National Register of Historic Places. 1989.

“Merger KeyCorp to buy Puget Sound Bancorp.” Kitsap Sun. March 9, 1992. https://products.kitsapsun.com/ar-
chive/1992/03-09/246939_merger_keycorp_to_buy_puget_sou.html. 

Puyallup Tribe of Indians. “Puyallup Tribal History.” Puyallup Tribe of Indians. http://www.puyallup-tribe.com/ourtribe/. Ac-
cessed October 25, 2016.

The Tacoma Daily Ledger (The Daily Ledger).
--. “Break Ground for Skyscraper.” May 23, 1909: 46. 
--. “City News in Brief.” May 2, 1907: 5.
--. “City News in Brief.” May 25, 1907: 5.
--. “Comes From New York to Plan Skyscraper.” March 18, 1909: 4. 
--. “Fine Apartment House for Tacoma.” January 8, 1908: 21.
--. “The National Realty Company of Tacoma, Washington.” Ad. September 1, 1907: 12.
--. “New Building for Business District.” May 30, 1907: 4.
--. October 15, 1916: 1-2.
--. “Pays $80,000 For Two Lots.” May 6, 1909: 5. 
--. “Ready to Rush Work.” December 19, 1909: 47.
--. “Skyscraper of Unique Design.” August 29, 1909: 36. 
--. “Surrenders His Lease on Store,” June 13, 1909: 37. 
--. “Tacoma to Have Cantilever.” November 21, 1909: 41. 
--. “Tone Strong in Realty Market.” September 5, 1909: 37.
--. “Weather Keeps Building Back.” February 27, 1910: 37. 

Tacoma Daily News.
--. “16-Story Building Planned.” January 9, 1909: 1; 
--. “Call for Bids.” July 2, 1909: 5
--. “Construction Work on Skyscraper July 24.” July 3, 1909: 7. 
--. “Engineer for Sky Scraper Here.” May 17, 1909: 8. 
--. “Four Tons Drop.” January 24, 1910: 2. 

The Tacoma Times.
“Big Deal Closed Today.” May 5, 1909: 1.
“New Building Law is Passed.” September 9, 1909: 8.

The Tacoma News Tribune/News Tribune.
--. “Architect is Stricken.” December 21, 1939: 18.
--. “Bank Adds to Tacoma Facelifting.” September 20, 1964: B-3. 
--. “Bank Will Remodel.” December 20, 1941: 12.
--. “Bank’s Growth Spectacular.” February 4, 1943: 11. 
--. “Banker Reno Odlin succumbs.” September 16, 1979: A-2. 
--. “Reno Odlin to Marry Californian.” February 12, 1965: 1, 6.
--. “Reno Odlin Retires.” December 19, 1973: B-2.
--. “Reno Odlin—‘Who would live in Seattle.’” March 7, 1976: A-3.
--. “Reno Odlin wrote history.” September 17, 1979: 6.
--. “Skyscraper Sold to Syndicate of East Side Men.” August 5, 1917: 1.

Swope, Caroline T., MSHP, PhD. “Reconnaissance & Intensive Level Historic Survey for the Tacoma Public School Dis-
trict, 2009.” Prepared for Tacoma Public Schools. 2009.

82



Landmarks Preservation Commission
Nomination to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places Page 21 of 68

Weingardt, Richard G., P.E. “Corydon Tyler Purdy.” Leadership and Management in Engineering. July 2010. Vol 10, Issue 
3, 124–130. 

Western Society of Engineers. “Lightner Henderson.” Journal of the Western Society of Engineers. November 1916. Vol. 
XXI, No. 9. 

83



Landmarks Preservation Commission
Nomination to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places Page 22 of 68

List of Maps

Map 1. Vicinity. 23

Map 2. Site Map 24

Map 3. Sanborn Fire Insurance map details. 25

Map 4. Parcel map. 26

Map 5. Sanborn Fire Insurance map detail. 26

84



Landmarks Preservation Commission
Nomination to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places Page 23 of 68

Additional Documentation
Section: Maps

Map 1. Vicinity.

85



Landmarks Preservation Commission
Nomination to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places Page 24 of 68

Additional Documentation
Section: Maps

Map 2. Site Map

86



Landmarks Preservation Commission
Nomination to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places Page 25 of 68

Additional Documentation
Section: Maps

Map 3. Sanborn Fire 
Insurance map details.

87



Landmarks Preservation Commission
Nomination to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places Page 26 of 68

Additional Documentation
Section: Maps

Map 4. Parcel map.

Map 5. Sanborn Fire 
Insurance map detail.

88



Landmarks Preservation Commission
Nomination to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places Page 27 of 68

Additional Documentation
Section: Historic Photographs

Ca. 1940s view of the National Realty Building. Source: Tacoma Public Library, file p17061coll1_18743_full.

Ca. 1911 advertisement for the National Realty Building prior to replacement of the single story building to the north with 
the three story Annex in 1912. Source: Tacoma Public Library, file p17061coll1_18744_full.
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Ca. 1943 view of the completed facade remodel on the National Realty Building. Source: Tacoma Public Library, file 
p17061coll1_18745_full.

Ca. 1929 view of the Annex front west facade. Source: Tacoma Public Library, BU-11007. 
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1956 photograph of Reno Odlin in front of the building. Source: Tacoma Public Library, Richards Studio D103464-1.

1941 view of the National Realty Building and Annex, looking northeast. Source: Tacoma Public Library, Richards Studio 
A10984-5.
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1941 view of the original National Realty Building just prior to the 1942 facade remodel. Source: Tacoma Public Library, 
Richards Studio A10984-1.

1953 photograph showing erection of the vertical Puget Sound National Bank sign, of which only the anchors remain, and 
the former 1916 front facade of the Annex. Source: Tacoma Public Library, Richards Studio D75496-7.
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Pre 1942 photograph of the second floor looking west showing typical interior finishes and the ceiling treatment. Source: 
Tacoma Public Library, file p17061coll1_18748_full.

1950 photograph of Reno Odlin in the board room at the Puget Sound National Bank. Source: Tacoma Public Library, 
Richards Studio D47700-7.
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Photo 1. Setting, looking southeast across Pacific Avenue.
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Photo 2. National Realty Building, front west facade, 1119 Pacific Avenue. 

Photo 3. Annex, front west facade, 1117 Pacific Avenue.
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Photo 4. Southwest corner looking north east.
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Photo 5. South facade, looking north across S 12th Street.

112



Landmarks Preservation Commission
Nomination to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places Page 51 of 68

Additional Documentation
Section: Photographs

Photo 6. Southeast corner at the intersection of S 12th Street and Court A, looking northwest.
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Photo 7. Looking north along Court A. 
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Photo 8. North facade, looking south from the Washington Building. 
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Photo 9. Upper facade details, northwest building corner.

Photo 10. West facade architectural details.
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Photo 11. Roof looking east.

Photo 12. Roof looking west.
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Photo 13. Basement, northwest stair.

Photo 14. Basement, elevators and corridor, looking north.
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Photo 15. Annex, basement, looking north with the 1916 vault at right.

Photo 16. 1916 vault door detail.
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Photo 17. Basement, looking east.

Photo 18. First floor, looking east.
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Photo 19. First floor looking east.

Photo 20. First floor, looking west.
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Photo 21. First floor, looking west.

Photo 22. First floor, looking east.
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Photo 23. Annex, first floor, looking west with the 1964 vault at right.

Photo 24. Vault door detail, looking northeast.
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Photo 25. West stair, looking down from the second floor. 

Photo 26. Second floor, looking east, showing typical finishes and alterations.
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Photo 27. Fifth floor, looking east, showing typical finishes and alterations.

Photo 28. Eighth floor, looking southeast, showing typical window details and alterations.
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Photo 29. Fifteenth floor, looking east, showing typical finishes and alterations.

Photo 30. Stair No. 1 detail.
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Photo 31. Stair No. 1 newel and tread detail.
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