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INFORMATION ABOUT VIRTUAL MEETINGS 
 
This meeting will be conducted virtually and can be attended at https://zoom.us/j/84794178334, or by dialing +1 (253) 215-8782  and entering the 
meeting ID 847 9417 8334 when prompted. 
 
Microphones will be muted and cameras turned off for all participants during the meeting, except for the Commissioners and presenters. 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS  PAGE # TIME 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Written comments are accepted on agenda items via e-mail and must be submitted by 4:00 p.m. on the meeting day. Please e-mail your 
comments to landmarks@cityoftacoma.org, put in the subject line “LPC Meeting 9/14/22”, and clearly indicate which agenda item(s) you are 
addressing. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Excusal of Absences 

B. Approval of Minutes: N/A   

C. Administrative Review: 
• 1934 Pacific Ave – sign relocation 
• 721 Pacific Ave – exterior repainting 
• 608 N. Ainsworth – 2 vinyl windows replaced with wood sashes 
• 811 N. Ainsworth – minor window shifts (new design) 

5. NOMINATIONS TO THE TACOMA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES    

A. 720 Sixth Avenue Brett Santhuff 13 10 m 

6. DESIGN REVIEW 

A. 421 N. Sheridan Ave. David Schaub 51 10 m 
New construction 

B. 904 N. Ainsworth Staff 87 5 m 
Window replacements 

C. 402 N. Sheridan Austin Kelly 107 10 m 
Exterior stairs, painting 

7. BOARD BRIEFINGS 

A. Rialto Theater (310 S. 9th St.) Josh Kropf 149 10 m 
Parapet repairs, roofing 
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Date: September 14, 2022 
Time: 5:30 p.m. 
Location: Virtual (see below) 
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8. BOARD BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION ITEMS 

A. Hybrid meeting format Staff  3 m 

B. Upcoming recruitment/term ends Staff 221 3 m 

C. Equity Committee updates   3 m 

D. Events & Activities Staff  1 m 

9. CHAIR COMMENTS 



STAFF REPORT September 14, 2022 

NOMINATION TO THE TACOMA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

General Procedural Notes: 
The property on today’s agenda is nominated to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places. 

Tacoma Register listing follows procedures defined in 13.07.050, and consists of a minimum of two separate 
Commission meetings.  The initial meeting determines whether the property meets the threshold criteria in the ordinance 
for age and integrity.  If the Commission finds that the age and integrity standards are met, then the Commission may 
move to have the nomination scheduled for a public hearing and comment period, at which the public may enter 
comments into the record for consideration.  Following the comment period, the Commission may deliberate on the 
nomination for up to 45 days before recommending to City Council listing on the register, or denying the nomination.   

The purpose of this review is to determine whether the nominated property meets the threshold criteria and should be 
scheduled for public testimony at a public hearing. 

AGENDA ITEM 5A:  720 Sixth Avenue  Preliminary Review 
Wright Park Condos Association, owners 

BACKGROUND 
The Virges Apartments, now known as the Wright Park Condos, is an Eclectic Revival style apartment building 
constructed in 1925. The building is representative of the period of change and growth in Tacoma where masonry 
apartments began to replace earlier wood frame single-family dwellings. The apartment boom was driven by increasing 
demand for urban density, by private investors, and by shifts in demographics. The building sits directly adjacent to the 
Hob Nob Restaurant (712-716 6th Ave) which is already listed on the Tacoma Register; both buildings were constructed 
the same year by the same developer, William Virges. The nominated building retains many of its original features on 
both the exterior and interior. The nomination includes the principal structure and was drafted and submitted by the 
owners’ association. 

The property is nominated under the following criteria: 
A. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; as a
representative of the shifts in multi-family housing options in Tacoma in the early 20th century

C:  Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of 
a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction, as an example of the Eclectic Revival style and of 1920s era 
masonry apartment buildings. 

E. Abuts a property that is already listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places and was constructed within
the period of significance of the adjacent structure; as an adjacent and historically related property to 712-715 6th

Ave (Hob Nob Restaurant), built at the same time by same developer; also, its proximity to the boundary of the
Tacoma Register and National Register listed Wright Park.

And F. Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristics, represents an established and familiar 
visual feature of the neighborhood or City; as the building occupies a prominent corner and has been a familiar 
visual feature for visitors to Wright Park since 1925. 
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REQUESTED ACTION 
Determination of whether the property nominated to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places appears to meet the 
threshold criteria for nomination, and if so, scheduling the nominations for public hearing.  The commission may forward 
all or part of the nomination for future consideration.  

EFFECTS OF NOMINATION 
• Future changes to the exterior will require approval of the Landmarks Preservation Commission prior to those

changes being made, to ensure historical and architectural appropriateness.

• Unnecessary demolition of properties listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places is strongly discouraged by
the municipal code, and requires approval of the Landmarks Preservation Commission.

• Future renovations if listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places may qualify for the Special Tax Valuation
property tax incentive.

STANDARDS 
The threshold criteria for Tacoma Register listing are listed at 13.07.040B(1), and include: 

1. Property is at least 50 years old at the time of nomination; and,

2. The property retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association such
that it is able to convey its historical, cultural, or architectural significance.

ANALYSIS 
1. At 97 years-old the property meets the age threshold criterion.

2. This property retains a high degree of overall integrity.

3. The property showcases a fine example of an early 20th Century masonry apartment building in Tacoma.

RECOMMENDATION 
Recommended language for scheduling a public hearing: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission adopt the analysis as findings and schedule the 720 6TH Ave, 
nomination for a public hearing and future consideration at a tentative hearing date of [October 12, 2022]. 

Recommended language for declining to schedule a public hearing for one or more components of the nomination: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission find that [cite specific elements or properties that should be 
excluded] do not meet the threshold criteria (describe) and deny the nomination for 720 6TH Ave. 

DESIGN REVIEW 

AGENDA ITEM 6A: 421 N. Sheridan Ave. (New construction) 

BACKGROUND 
This proposed new construction would occupy an empty lot at 421 N. Sheridan Ave within the North Slope Historic 
District. The houses on either side were built in 1895 and 1904, both contributing structures in the District. The 
Commission packet includes a plan set along with front and rear elevations for the proposed project. The new design is 
for a two-story residence with a full basement.   The garage shown on the plan sets is not part of this application and will 
be submitted separately. 

The foundation would be 15 feet wide by 50 feet long, with added front and back porches/decks. The overall ridge height 
for the proposed structure is 25 feet. The front gable roof will have a 6:12 pitch and composition shingles. There will be 
windows on all sides of the building. According to the project narrative, side and rear windows will be Jeld-Wen clad 
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wood double hung windows also with exterior custom wood trim. Side and rear windows will be in the following sizes: 
3'x5' (6 total), 3'x16" (2 total), 4'x3' (3 total), and 3'x2' (4 total).  

The Commission was briefed on this project on June 22, 2022.  The Commission response was generally positive. In 
response to Commissioner feedback, the following changes have been made to the plan: 

1. The cladding on the front elevation has been changed from horizontal lap siding to cedar shingle.
2. The windows on the front elevation have been reduced in size and have been changed from picture to vertically

operated sash windows.
3. The eave overhang has increased.
4. Several windows on the west elevation have been reconfigured so that there is a substantial trim piece

separating paired windows, to create the historic appearance of a sash weight pocket.

The Commission has also received a public comment letter that is included in the packet, along with a letter addressing 
those comments included in the application packet. 

GUIDELINES 
The Design Guidelines for New Construction in the Wedge and North Slope Historic Districts apply, as follows: 

HEIGHT 
Goal: Balance the overall height of new construction with that of nearby structures. 
Guideline: New buildings should be comparable in height to adjacent structures. Buildings that are substantially taller or 
shorter than the adjacent historic buildings should be avoided.  

SCALE 
Goal: Relate the size and proportions of new buildings and their architectural elements to those of the neighborhood. 
Guideline: Building facades should be of a scale compatible with surrounding buildings and maintain a comparable 
setback from the property line to adjacent buildings, as permitted by applicable zoning regulations.  

MASSING 
Goal: Break up the facades of buildings into smaller varied masses comparable to those contributing buildings in the 
residential historic districts. 
Guideline: Variety of forms is a distinguishing characteristic of the North Slope and Wedge residential communities. 
Smaller massing–the arrangement of facade details, such as projections and recesses–and porches all help to articulate 
the exterior of the structure and help the structure fit into the neighborhood. Avoid large, blank planar surfaces.  

SENSE OF ENTRY 
Goal: Emphasize entrances to structures. 
Guideline: Entrances should be located on the front facade of the building and highlighted with architectural details, such 
as raised platforms, porches, or porticos to draw attention to the entry. Entrances not located on the front facade should 
be easily recognizable from the street.  

ROOF SHAPES AND MATERIALS 
Goal: Utilize traditional roof shapes, pitches, and compatible finish materials on all new structures, porches, additions, 
and detached outbuildings wherever such elements are visible from the street. Maintain the present roof pitches of 
existing contributing buildings where such elements are visible from the street. 
Guideline: 
1. Shape and Pitch: Typically, the existing historic buildings in the districts either have gable roofs with the slopes of the
roofs between 5:12 to 12:12 or more and with the pitch oriented either parallel to or perpendicular to the public right-of-
way or have hipped roofs with roof slopes somewhat lower.
2. Architectural Elements: Most roofs also have architectural details, such as cross gables, dormers, and/or “widow’s
walks” to break up the large sloped planes of the roof. Wide roof overhangs, decorative eaves or brackets, and cornices
can be creatively used to enhance the appearance of the roof.
3. Materials: Roofs that are shingle or appear to be shingle, or composition roofs, are the typical historic material
compatible with the district. Seam metal may be an acceptable material for simple roof structures. Slate, faux slate and
terra cotta tiles are not appropriate for the districts.

WINDOWS AND RHYTHM OF OPENINGS 
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Goals: Respect the patterns and orientations of door and window openings, as represented in the neighboring buildings. 
Window and door proportions (including the design of sash and frames), floor heights, floor shapes, roof shapes and 
pitches, and other elements of the building exterior should relate to the scale of the neighborhood. 
Guideline: 
1. Placement. Typically, older buildings have doors and transoms that matched the head height of the adjacent windows. 
New structures should utilize this pattern. 
2. Doors. Doors should be or appear to be paneled and/or contain glazed openings. 
3. Window configuration and detail. New structures should utilize existing historic window patterns in their design. 
Windows should be vertically oriented. Large horizontal expanses of glass may be created by ganging two or more 
windows into a series. Historically, the typical window in the district was a double hung sash window. Casement windows 
were commonly used for closets, nooks, and less commonly, as a principal window type in a structure. Many double 
hung sash windows had the upper sash articulated into smaller panels, either with muntin bars, leaded glazing, or 
arches. Muntins and grids should be true or simulated divided light. Grids sandwiched between thermal panes are not 
acceptable. Commonly, windows were also surrounded with substantial trim pieces or window head trim, and new 
window trim should utilize historic detail patterns. These may include crown molding, except where headers are engaged 
with a belly band or cornice, substantial projecting sills with aprons, and windows that are recessed or "punched in" so 
that the window sash and frame does not project beyond the wall plane. Design submittals for new structures shall 
include window trim details. 
4. Window materials. Historically, windows were generally wood. New construction should use windows that are wood, or 
that mimic the appearance of wood (including clad or composite materials). Vinyl windows are generally not acceptable 
for new primary or detached accessory dwelling unit structures in the historic district. 
 
ANALYSIS 

1. The property at 421 N. Sheridan is within the North Slope Historic District. As such it is subject to design review 
requirements per TMC 13.05.040, and requires Landmarks Commission approval for new construction. 

2. The proposed design was briefed to the Commission on June 22, 2022.  The Commission generally responded 
favorably to the proposed design, specifically regarding window configuration and design details.   

3. The guidelines for new construction are applicable to this project. 
4. The design appears to meet the guideline for height.  The guidelines state: new buildings should be comparable 

in height to adjacent structures. Buildings that are substantially taller or shorter than the adjacent historic 
buildings should be avoided.  With an overall ridge height proposed at 25 feet, the proposed structure is within 
the general envelope of the surrounding neighborhood. 

5. The guidelines for scale state: Building facades should be of a scale compatible with surrounding buildings and 
maintain a comparable setback from the property line to adjacent buildings, as permitted by applicable zoning 
regulations.  The buildings adjacent to the subject parcel appear to have setbacks from the property line of 
approximately 18’ and 22’.  The front plane of the proposed structure is at approximately 23’. 

6. The guidelines for massing state: Variety of forms is a distinguishing characteristic of the North Slope and 
Wedge residential communities. Smaller massing–the arrangement of facade details, such as projections and 
recesses–and porches all help to articulate the exterior of the structure and help the structure fit into the 
neighborhood. Avoid large, blank planar surfaces.  The primary elevation of this building is narrow and the front 
is designed with a two level full width porch.  The side elevations are long and on a single plane, which is in part 
driven by the narrow lot, and will not be a significant visual impact from the street (although it will alter the view 
from adjacent residences). 

7. The entrance is clearly indicated and the porch configuration is consistent with the guidelines for Sense of Entry. 
8. The 6:12 pitch and use of overhangs meets the guideline for Roof Shapes and Materials. 
9. The proposed windows, including substantial trim, primarily in a vertically oriented sash  configuration, using 

wood clad sash windows, generally appear to conform to the design guidelines.   
 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Staff recommends approval based on prior Commission feedback. 
 
SAMPLE LANGUAGE FOR APPROVAL MOTION: 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission approve the application for new construction at 421 N Sheridan 
[as presented, or with any specific conditions or amendments], finding that the proposal is consistent with the applicable 
North Slope Historic District Design Guidelines as included in the analysis.” 
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SAMPLE LANGUAGE FOR DENIAL MOTION: 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission deny the application for new construction at 421 N Sheridan, 
finding that the proposal is does not meet the applicable North Slope Historic District Design Guidelines as follows; [cite 
applicable guidelines].” 
 
SAMPLE LANGUAGE FOR DEFERRAL MOTION (if additional information is needed to render a decision) 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission defer its decision on the application at 421 N Sheridan, pending 
the submittal of additional information including [state information needed to render decision].” 
 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 6B: 904 N. Ainsworth Ave.  
 
BACKGROUND 
Built in 1907, this house is a contributing property in the North Slope Historic District. Originally a single-family residence, 
this building has previously been subdivided into a duplex. The project proposes to alter non-historic windows at the 2nd 
floor bay along the east (N. 9th St.) side façade. The building is partially hidden from the public right-of-ways by large 
trees. The existing windows are tall, narrow, metal framed jalousie type windows at either end of the bay and stopped in 
glass along the main stretch. The two jalousie windows are to be replaced with fixed vinyl picture windows with no 
change to the window openings. One of the stopped in glass pieces is to be replaced with a 1-over-1 vinyl, single hung 
sash window. All three replacement windows are Milgard products.  
 
 
GUIDELINES 
The Design Guidelines for the North Slope Historic District apply, as follows: 
 
WINDOWS 
4. Non-historic existing windows do not require “upgrading.” Sometimes the original windows were replaced prior to the 
formation of the historic district, and now must be replaced again. Although it is highly encouraged, there is no 
requirement to “upgrade” a non-historic window to a historically appropriate wood window. For example, a vinyl 
replacement window may be an acceptable replacement for a non-historic aluminum horizontal slider window, especially 
if the historic configuration (vertically operated sash) is restored.  
 
5. New Window Openings/Changing Window Openings  
• Enlargement or changes to the configurations of existing window openings is to be avoided on the primary elevation(s) 
of a historic building within the district. In specific cases, such as an egress requirement, this may not be avoidable, but 
steps should be taken to minimize the visual impact  
• Changes to window configurations on secondary (side and rear) elevations in order to accommodate interior 
remodeling are not discouraged, provided that character defining elements, such as a projecting bay window in the 
dining room, are not affected. A typical example of this type of change might be to reconfigure a kitchen window on the 
side of a home to accommodate base cabinets.  
• In general, openings on buildings in the historic district are vertically oriented and are aligned along the same height as 
the headers and transoms of other windows and doors, and may engage the fascia or belly band that runs above the 
window course. This pattern should be maintained for new windows.  
• Window size and orientation is a function of architectural style and construction technique. Scale, placement, symmetry 
or asymmetry, contribute to and reflect the historic and architectural character of a building  
 
ANALYSIS 

1. The property at 904 N. Ainsworth is within the North Slope Historic District. As such it is subject to design review 
requirements per TMC 13.05.040, and requires Landmarks Commission approval. 

2. The windows proposed for replacement are non-historic, on a side elevation and are minimally visible from public 
right-of-way.   

3. The guidelines for windows are applicable to this project. 
4. The replacement windows appears to meet the guidelines for non-historic windows.  
5. The current stopped in glass pieces are not true window openings. Changes to the “opening” width would be 

immaterial and not affect historic material.    
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ACTION REQUESTED 
Staff recommends approval as submitted. 
 
SAMPLE LANGUAGE FOR APPROVAL MOTION: 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission approve the application for window replacements at 904 N 
Ainsworth [as presented, or with any specific conditions or amendments], finding that the proposal is consistent with the 
applicable North Slope Historic District Design Guidelines as included in the analysis.” 
 
SAMPLE LANGUAGE FOR DENIAL MOTION: 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission deny the application for window replacements at 904 N Ainsworth, 
finding that the proposal is does not meet the applicable North Slope Historic District Design Guidelines as follows; [cite 
applicable guidelines].” 
 
SAMPLE LANGUAGE FOR DEFERRAL MOTION (if additional information is needed to render a decision) 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission defer its decision on the application at 904 N Ainsworth, pending 
the submittal of additional information including [state information needed to render decision].” 
 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 6C: 402 N. Sheridan Ave. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Built in 1901, the Frederick Murray House at 402 N. Sheridan Ave. is both an individual landmark on the Tacoma 
Register of Historic Places as well as a contributing property in the North Slope Historic District. Designed by Tacoma 
architect Ambrose Russell, this house represents an eclectic mix of styles such as Queen Anne, Shingle, and Colonial 
Revival. The project proposes to: replace exterior wood shingle cladding with new cedar shingles of similar size and 
profile; replace non-historic exterior stairs at the rear of the house with new metal stairs; and, to repaint the exterior of the 
house including siding, doors, and window trim.  
 
Note: the exterior shingle cladding replacement and repainting have already been done prior to submitting permit.  
 
 
STANDARDS 
Secretary of the Interior's Standards and Guidelines for Rehabilitation of Historic Buildings. 

3. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials or 
alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 
 

5. Distinctive features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a 
property shall be preserved. 
 

9. New additions, exterior alterations or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that 
characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the 
massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its 
environment. 

 
10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if removed in 

the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 
 
ANALYSIS 
1. This property is an individual landmark (as well as a contributing building in a historic district) on the Tacoma 

Register of Historic Places, as such it is subject to review by the Landmarks Preservation Commission pursuant to 
TMC 13.05.047 modifications. 

2. The in-kind replacement of exterior wood shingle cladding due to deterioration meets the Secretary of the Interior’s 
(SOI) Standards as well as the North Slope Historic District design guidelines. 

3. The removal of the non-historic exterior wooden staircase has no adverse impact.  
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4. The proposed metal replacement stairs could meet the SOI Standards, depending on treatment of the metal along 
with design details. More information is needed. 

5. The proposed paint scheme (white with black trim) reduces the visibility of character-defining architectural features. 
This does not meet the SOI Standards in that distinctive features and design/craftsmanship are visually diminished. 

 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Staff defers recommendation. 
 
Sample language for approval: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission approve the application for 402 N. Sheridan Ave., as submitted. 
 
Sample language for deferral: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission defer the application for 402 N. Sheridan Ave., pending submittal of 
[cite additional information needed to review application]. 
 
Sample language for denial: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission deny the application for 402 N. Sheridan Ave., based on the 
following [cite design guidelines.] 
 
 
 
 
BOARD BRIEFING 
 
 

 AGENDA ITEM 7A:  310 S. 9th Street (Rialto Theater) 
Josh Kropf 
 
BACKGROUND 
Built in 1918 as a motion picture house, the Rialto Theater is individually listed on the Tacoma, Washington, and National 
Historic Registers. Designed by Tacoma architect Roland Borhek, it represents the Beaux Arts style. The distinctive, 
glazed terra cotta cladding and ornamentation is most prominent at the main entry (northeast corner) and the eastern 
half of the north façade. The theater had a renovation in 1991 that structurally reinforced the building with a steel and 
concrete frame inside the historic envelope. Since then, the secondary spaces (restrooms, event spaces) along the north 
side of the floor plan have been renovated, with modern drywall replacing original plaster at walls and ceilings. The 
auditorium, ticket office/main entry, the 2nd floor rotunda room, and the terra cotta cladding are the primary remaining 
character-defining features and spaces.  
 
Between 1991 and 2008, a plywood box cap was added to the north parapet; the original terra cotta finials with light 
fixtures were removed, with the exception of some at the northeast corner. The terra cotta cresting is believed to be 
partially extant but in unknown condition under the plywood box cap, which is now failing. Skyward facing openings for 
previous light fixtures (terra cotta finials) are allowing water into the building and causing deterioration. Mold remediation 
is urgently needed, along with mitigation for the water infiltration.  
 
The current roofing consists of asphalt-composition shingles on the sloped portions and single-ply membrane on flat 
portions and as flashing. Due to the interrupting presence of the plywood box cap at the north parapet, single-ply 
membrane does not extend far enough to cover and protect the north edge of the roof. Single-ply flashing is also 
falling/failing at the east, south and west edges of the roof.  
 
ASM is currently managing the Rialto on behalf of the City of Tacoma and is working with McKinstry and Weatherholt to 
a develop roofing repair plan. As part of that, they propose: 

• Removing the plywood box cap on the north parapet to better assess the water infiltration issues, notably at the 
skyward facing openings and where the single-ply membrane terminates 

• Placing sheet metal caps (design pending) over the skyward facing openings 
• Documenting the condition of any remaining terra cotta parapet cresting 
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• Mold remediation on the interior, primarily along the north side spaces; no work is needed currently in the 
auditorium 
 

Future phases of this work will replace the existing rooftop HVAC.  
 
 
GUIDELINES 
As an individually listed landmark on the Tacoma Register, the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation will 
apply. The most pertinent standards for this project are: 
 
#5  Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a 
property shall be preserved. 
 
#9  New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that 
characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the 
massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its 
environment. 
 
If exterior cleaning is needed as part of this project or for ongoing maintenance,  
 
#7 Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials shall not be 
used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 
 
 
ANALYSIS 
1. This property is an individual landmark on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places, as such it is subject to review by 

the Landmarks Preservation Commission pursuant to TMC 13.05.047 modifications. 
2. The current roofing is non-historic and not visible from the public right-of-way; updates and repairs to roofing should 

proceed.  
3. The plywood box cap on the north parapet is non-historic, in poor condition, and should be removed. 
4. The ongoing water infiltration along the north side of the building is an urgent concern. 
5. The proposed sheet metal caps on the north parapet will presumably be low profile and not visible from the public 

right-of-way.  
6. The condition of the terra cotta cresting along the north parapet is unknown; removing the plywood box cap is 

needed in order to further evaluate.  
 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
This is a briefing; no action is requested.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
BOARD BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
 
 

 AGENDA ITEM 8A:  HYBRID MEETINGS 
Staff 
 
As of October 4, 2022, Citizen-Based Commissions (including the Landmarks Preservation Commission) may begin 
holding hybrid meetings. There will be a meeting space (tentatively TMB 243) for Commissioners and public attendees 
who wish to participate in-person; there will also still be a Zoom functionality for those who wish to participate virtually. 
Staff will provide further details on the exact start date for Landmarks Preservation Commission hybrid meetings, as well 
as information on the new format and procedures.  
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 AGENDA ITEM 8B:  COMMISSIONER RECRUITMENT 
Staff 
 
Commission terms are 3 years, with the exception of the historic district ex officio positions, which are appointed for 4-
year terms. The City Council policy for committees, boards and commissions is that all positions have a 10-year term 
limit.  Landmarks Commission terms begin on January 1 and end on December 31.  Commissioners whose terms have 
expired may continue to serve until reappointed by Council or the position is filled. 
 
There are currently five vacant positions on the Landmarks Preservation Commission: two Architect positions; two 
Professional positions; and, one At-Large position. The City Clerk’s office announced the positions on September 8th and 
is accepting applications until September 22. For more details, the press release advertising this recruitment is included 
in the packet.  
 
 

 AGENDA ITEM 8C:  Equity Committee Update 
Commissioners 
 
This is a standing agenda item for updates and discussion related to the activities of the Equity Committee. 
 
 

 AGENDA ITEM 8D:  Events & Activities Update 
Staff 
 
2022 Events 

1. Lincoln District Historic Property Survey: Final Public Meeting has been scheduled for Thursday, October 13th. 
As of now, this is planned as a virtual meeting via Zoom, starting at 5:30pm. Results from the 2022 survey 
project will be presented.  
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6 Sept 2022 
 
 
 
Historic Preservation Officer Reuben McKnight 
Historic Preservation Office 
Tacoma Municipal Building 
747 Market Street 
Tacoma, WA 98402 
 
Chair Kevin Bartoy 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Tacoma Municipal Building 
747 Market Street 
Tacoma, WA 98402 
 
RE: 720 6th Avenue Landmark Nomination 
 
Dear Mr. McKnight & Chair Bartoy –  
 
We are pleased to submit this nomination for 720 6th Avenue to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places.  The 
apartment building across from Wright Park was originally constructed in 1925 by Tacoma entrepreneur and 
businessman William Virges in conjunction with the adjacent, already landmarked, commercial property which is 
home to the HobNob Restaurant.  Since 1995 the apartment building has been condominiums and the building 
known as Wright Park Condos.   
 
Over nearly 100 years, many have chosen to own or live in the building because of its location and distinctive 
qualities and character.  Representing owners of the property, the Wright Park Condo Board has approved 
nominating the property and supported authorship of the nomination.  The effort of nomination has been shared 
with individual owners of the 20 units that comprise our association.  As an association, we are in the process of 
planning some major building improvements and are hopeful that our investments will qualify for Special Tax 
Valuation.  The current owners seek to honor the building’s history in advance of the upcoming centennial (2025) 
and seek historic landmark designation as a means to further their stewardship of the property.   
 
We welcome the consideration of our nomination by the Commission and hope the Physical Description and 
Statement of Significance clearly articulate the value of the property and satisfy the eligibility requirements.  Let us 
know if there is any further information you require to make your recommendation for designation.   
 
Kalles Community Management represents our association and our day‐to‐day operations.  Please list them as a 
secondary contact for this nomination and copy them on correspondence.   
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
 
Brett Santhuff 
Wright Park Condos, Board President 
720 6th Ave #205 
Tacoma, WA 98405 

 
 

 
 
 

 

2702 E Main, Puyallup WA 98372                 (253) 267-8788                            WrightPark@KallesCM.com 
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Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Tacoma Community and Economic Development Department 
 

 

7 4 7  M a r k e t  S t r e e t    R o o m  3 4 5    T a c o m a  W A  9 8 4 0 2 - 3 7 9 3    2 5 3 . 5 9 1 . 5 2 5 4  

 

TACOMA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  
NOMINATION FORM 

 
This form is required to nominate properties to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places per Tacoma Municipal Code 13.07.050.  Type all entries and 
complete all applicable sections. Contact the Historic Preservation Office with any questions at 253-591-5254.   

 

PART 1:  PROPERTY INFORMATION (for ‘HELP’ press the F1 key) 

04/2017 
 

Property Name 

Historic Name VIRGES APARTMENTS Common Name WRIGHT PARK CONDOS 

    

Location 

Street Address 720 SIXTH AVENUE Zip 98405 

Parcel No(s).   

GROUP 2006150013: 

9001330010 – 

9001330200 

Legal Description and Plat or Addition: Section 05 Township 20 Range 03 Quarter 12: 
LAND ASSESSED WITH UNITS IN WRIGHT PARK CONDO 900133- DESC AS L 1-5 BLK 615 

PARKERS PLAT TOG/W W 10 FT ALLEY VAC ORD #1648 EXC FOLL COM AT NWLY COR B 615 TH 

ELY 70 FT TO POB TH CONT E 60 FT TO LI PAR/W 10 FT ELY OF ELY LI SD BLK TH ON 

PAR/ LI SLY 60 FT TH PAR/W NLY LI SD BL BLK & EXT THEREOF WLY 60 FT TH N 60 FT 

TO POB APPROX 12,632 SQ FT EASE OF REC OUT OF 001-2 SEG H0452 MD 11/8/95MD 
 

Nominated Elements 
Please indicate below significant elements of the property that are included in the nomination by checking the 
appropriate box(es) below. These elements should be described specifically in the narrative section of this form. 
 

 Principal Structure  Site 

 Historic Additions  Historic Landscaping, Fencing, Walkways, etc. 

 Accessory Buildings/Outbuildings  Interior Spaces/Other (inventory in narrative) 
 

   

Owner of Property 

Name WRIGHT PARK CONDOS 

Address 720 6TH AVENUE City TACOMA State WA Zip 98405 

Is the owner the sponsor of this nomination? If not, please provide  
evidence that the owner has been contacted. 

 

Yes  No  

Owner Signature, if possible:  

 

    

Form Preparer 

Name/Title BRETT SANTHUFF Company/Organization WRIGHT PARK CONDOS, BOARD 

Address 720 6TH AVENUE #205 City TACOMA State WA Zip 98405 

Phone 360.402.1062 Email bsanthuff@gmail.com 
 

Nomination Checklist—Attachments 
 $100 Filing Fee (payable to City Treasurer)  Continuation Sheets 

 
 Site Map (REQUIRED)  Historical Plans 

 
Photographs (REQUIRED): please label or caption 
photographs and include a photography index 

 Other (please indicate):       FOR OFFICE USE 

 
Last Deed of Title (REQUIRED):  this document can 
usually be obtained for little or no cost from a titling 
company 

 
Date Received _____________ 

Fee Paid _____________ 
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Landmarks Preservation Commission  
Nomination to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places Page 2 of 14 
 

 
PART 2:  PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 
 

Extent of Changes 

Please summarize the changes that have been made to the original plan, exterior, materials, cladding, windows, interior, and other 
significant elements by selecting the choices below. If the property has been previously documented, these may be indicated on the 
Washington State Historic Property Inventory Form. These changes should be described specifically in the narrative section of this 
form. 
 

 Original Materials Intact Original Materials Intact 

Plan (i.e.: no additions to footprint , relocation of walls, or 
roof plan) 

Yes  No  
Interior (woodwork, finishes, flooring, 
fixtures) 

Yes  No  

Original cladding/exterior materials Yes  No  Other elements Yes  No  

Windows (no replacement windows or replacement sashes) Yes  No     
     

Physical Description Narrative 

Describe in detail the original (if known) and present physical appearance, condition and architectural characteristics of the site 
(context, location), exterior (all four walls), and interior. Please include a list of known alterations and their dates (use additional 
sheets if necessary). 

 

WRIGHT PARK CONDOS / VIRGES APARTMENTS:  PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

720 6th Avenue 

 

720 6th Avenue was developed as a three-story masonry apartment building in 1925.  The 

building’s detailing matches the adjacent single-story commercial building at 712-716 

6th Avenue, constructed at the same time by the same developer.  The nominated building 

is located at the southeast corner of 6th Avenue and Yakima Avenue, directly south of 

Wright Park and the park entrance featuring the iconic lion statues.   

 

SETTING  

 

The neighborhood in the immediate vicinity includes a mix of two-story single-family 

residences and two-or three-story multi-family properties.  Both the 720 6th Avenue and 

the associated commercial building face north onto 6th Avenue, a major east-west 

thoroughfare.  Together, the two buildings fill the half block from alley to street 

corner.  Behind the commercial building and along the alley the sunken grade allows the 

apartment building and the commercial building to have daylight basements facing a lawn 

and garden area associated with the apartment building.  The lower height of the 

commercial building, separation between the two buildings and the provision of open 

space, ensure each apartment has ample access to daylight.  The combined five-lot 

development site measures 120 feet along 6th Avenue and 125 feet along Yakima Avenue.   

 

There is no setback along the two primary elevations – 6th Avenue and Yakima Avenue. 

Along 6th Avenue, either side of the building entrance, a narrow 3-foot deep landscape 

bed separates the building from the sidewalk. The paved parking strip between the 

sidewalk and the street curb features limited planting and a utility pole.  Along Yakima 

Avenue, a 6-foot deep landscape bed separates the building from the sidewalk.  The 

landscape area includes window wells associated with the building basement.  A wide 

landscape buffer between the sidewalk and curb includes street trees.  To the south, the 

building is setback 5 feet.  A concrete walk along the south side of the building 

provides ramped access to the sunken yard.  At the basement level, the concrete walk 

continues for nearly the entire length along the east side of the building and provides 

access to two basement doors.  A narrow 1-foot deep landscape bed separates the concrete 

walk from the building.   

 

The property is now legally divided into a 60-foot by 60-foot parcel associated with the 

commercial building and an L-shaped parcel associated the apartment building and 

associated side yard. 

 

Continued page 4.  
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PART 3:  HISTORICAL OR CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

 
Criteria for Designation 
 
Tacoma Municipal Code recognizes six criteria of eligibility for inclusion on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places.  Please select 
any that apply to this property, for which there is documented evidence included in this nomination form. 
 

 A Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or 

 B Is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

 C Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a 
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may 
lack individual distinction; or 

 D Has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history; or 

 E Abuts a property that is already listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places and was constructed within the period 
of significance of the adjacent structure; or 

 F Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristics, represents an established and familiar visual feature of 
the neighborhood or City. 

 
  

 
Historical Data (if known) 

Date(s) of Construction 1925 Other Date(s) of Significance       

Architect(s) UNKNOWN Builder WILLIAM VIRGES Engineer UNKNOWN 

Architectural 
Style(s) 
 

 

 ECLECTIC REVIVAL 

(TUDOR – JACOBETHAN) 

 

Material(s) 
 
 

 

BRICK, CONCRETE, WOOD FRAMING,  

CONCRETE & SHEET METAL ORNAMENTATION 

 

 
Statement of Significance 
Describe in detail the chronological history of the property and how it meets the criteria for the Register of Historic Places. Please 
provide a summary in the first paragraph that lists the relevant criteria (use additional sheets if necessary). This section should 
include a thorough narrative of the property’s history, context, occupants, and uses.  If using a Multiple Property Nomination that 
is already on record, or another historical context narrative, please reference it by name and source. 

 

WRIGHT PARK CONDOS / VIRGES APARTMENTS:  STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

720 6th Avenue 

 

Constructed in 1925, the Virges Apartments, also known as the Wright Park Condos or 

simply by the address 720 6th Avenue, exhibits stylistic influence of the Eclectic 

Revival with elements of Tudor-Jacobethan Revival.  The building is significant under 

criteria “A”, “C”, “E” and “F” of the eligibility requirements for inclusion in the 

Tacoma Register of Historic Places.   

 

The building is representative of the period of change and growth in Tacoma where 

masonry apartments began to replace earlier wood frame single-family dwellings.  The 

apartment boom was driven by increasing demand for urban density, by private 

investors, and by shifts in demographics.  Within the original Hilltop Neighborhood 

Multiple Property Nomination, 720 6th Avenue is similarly associated with the historic 

context “Branching Out: 1900-1930.”  Under critreion F, the building occupies a 

prominent corner and has been a familiar visual feature for visitors to Wright Park 

since 1925.   

 

*** 

Continued page 9. 
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Physical Description - Narrative Continuation 

 

 

 

Continued from page 2.   

 

At the perimeter of the yard, both north and south are concrete retaining walls.  Within 

the side yard, beyond the lawn, the grade slopes up to meet the alley to the east.  Atop 

the north retaining wall, original to the building is a simple 3-foot tall, cast-iron 

pointed picket rail.  The eastern portion of this rail, associated with the adjacent 

property, has been replaced to match the original.  A laurel hedge planted north of the 

wall and rail, at the sidewalk level between the two buildings, hides the side yard from 

view.  The yard to the east and south are contained by chain-link mesh fence with a 

service gate at the southeast corner off the alley.  A laurel hedge inside the fence 

along the alley masks the yard from view.  A cast-iron gate at the southwest corner of 

the building secures access to the yard.  This gate is not original, but likely replaced 

an earlier gate.   

 

EXTERIOR 

 

The building’s masonry structure is capped by a flat roof behind a shaped parapet.  

Rectangular in plan, 50 feet by 120 feet, the elevations on all four sides received a 

similar treatment – predominantly clad in a uniform blend of vertically scored flashed 

red brick with concrete and sheet metal ornamentation.  Finished concrete comprises the 

wall base and windowsills.  All concrete and sheet metal elements, along with the wood 

window frames, are painted.  Ornamentation is simplified on the south (back) façade at 

the shared property line.   

 

Architectural treatments fall squarely in the style of Eclectic Revival period of the 

1920s.  The details borrow from Jacobethan Revival, albeit not particularly strong, 

referenced in the vertical elements near the entry and parapet, Tudor arch at the entry, 

and arched cornice details.   

  

The overall massing is regular with a horizontal emphasis, accentuated by belt courses 

between the base and the first floor as well as above the third floor.  The main entry is 

centered and recessed in the north façade.  Secondary entrances are located in the east 

façade.   

 

The base of the building is sacked concrete extending from grade to the first floor.  

This ranges in height:  3 feet facing north and west, from 3 feet to full basement height 

on the south, and full basement height facing east.  The west elevation includes basement 

windows above grade and set in window wells.  The south and east elevations include 

windows set above grade.  Atop the basement walls, an 8-inch-tall concrete band with a 

sloped top projects 1-1/2” beyond the face of the building.   

 

Veneer brick begins at the first floor and extends full height.  Punched window openings 

include a preformed concrete sill, painted, that projects beyond the face of the brick 

cladding similar to the concrete band atop the basement walls.  Windows are topped by a 

soldier course header with steel lintel.   

 

Windows are primarily wood framed, double-hung sashes.  On each elevation windows are 

sized and grouped based on associations with rooms on the interior and stacked floor-to-

floor.  Windows have divided lights only in the upper sash, in either 8-over-1 or 6-over-

1 configuration based on the size of the window.  Windows typically maintain a consistent 

top of window datum on each floor.  Sill datums vary based on the associated interior 

space.   
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Physical Description - Narrative Continuation 

 

  

Windows on the north (front) elevation are arranged symmetrically around the building 

entry.  Centered above the entry on the 2nd and 3rd floors is an 8-over-1 window with a 

high sill.  Either side of center there is a smaller 6-over-1 window with a high sill, 

then paired 8-over-1 windows low sills associated with the living room of the front 

units.   

 

The west and east elevations are similar for the 1st through 3rd floors.  Fenestration is 

regular and symmetrical.  Windows are primarily original 8-over-1 and 6-over-1 double 

hung wood framed sashes.   

 

On the west elevations, windows at the basement level include hopper windows with 3 

divided lights.  Also on the west elevation are landscape window wells with double-hung 

6-over-6 windows.  Several of the hopper windows are now hidden behind cementitious 

panels and one of the double-hung windows has been replaced with a mechanical louver.   

 

On the east elevation, windows at the basement level are loosely based on the windows on 

the floors above.   Several of these windows have the addition of metal bars.  Also on 

the east elevation are original wooden two-panel doors with 6 diivided lights in the 

upper portion.   

 

The south elevation is symmetrical.  At the center are paired 6-over-1 windows positioned 

to associate with the landings of the stair;  the bottom pair interrupts the concrete 

band at the basement level.  Flanking the stairwell windows are smaller 6-over-1 windows 

with a high sill, then an 8-over-1 window with a low sill.   On the south elevation at 

the basement level there is a hopper window with 3 divided lights centered beneath the 8-

over-1 window to the west.  There is also a double-hung window centered beneath the 8-

over-1 window to the east.  

 

Above the 3rd floor brick headers the brick is interrupted by an 8”-tall continuous, flat 

concrete band.  The parapet includes additional concrete and sheet metal ornamentation.   

Concrete ornamentation includes several repeating concrete relief elements:    

• Medallions, rectangular, 6” tall by 10” wide with a raised outline of a shallow 

diamond.   

• Medallions, diamond shaped, 12” tall by 18” wide with a raised outline, filled with 

a quatrefoil.   

• Medallions, rectangular, 33” tall by 18” wide, with indents 6” tall by 3” wide in 

the upper corners, including a flat boarder surrounding a raised frame around a 

cartouche relief design suggestive of a shield or coat of arms  Centered in the 

shield is a narrow, sharply pointed “V” potentially a reference to the project 

developer financer, William Virges.   

• Half-round corbels with an acorn base, topped by flat ledge, projecting from a 

concrete block  12” tall by 6” wide.    

• Pilasters, 6” wide and projecting 1”, punctuated by a raised concrete block at the 

intersection with the flat horizontal concrete band above the 3rd floor.   

 

Sheet metal ornamentation banding the parapet includes a formed cornice band(12” tall, 

beaded base, deep concave projection and sloped, arched top) and parapet coping (6” tall, 

shallow concave projection base and flat vertical face transitioning to parapet cap, 

sloped for drainage). 
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Physical Description - Narrative Continuation 

 

  

The formed metal cornice is located approximately 16” above the flat concrete beltcourse.  

On the west, north, and east elevations, this metal cornice rises into a round arch 

element that projects slightly over the parapet at/near the end bays.  Either side of the 

spring point of these arches, there is a vertical step in the cornice.  Centered within 

each arch is the shield / coat of arms concrete medallion.  Either side of each arch is a 

concrete pilaster.  These are supported on half-round corbels located at the 3rd floor 

near the mid-height of the upper window sashes and extend up to the parapet coping.   

Both the cornice and parapet coping wrap around the flat pilasters adding additional 

visual interest. 

 

The diamond shaped medallions are grouped with smaller diamonds either side of larger 

diamonds.  These groups are located between the 2nd and 3rd floor levels at the arch topped 

bays, as well as at the parapet in select areas where it steps slightly up.   

 

MAIN ENTRY 

 

On the north elevation, the main entry of the building repeats some of the same design 

elements found at the parapet at a smaller scale.  The entry portal is concrete and 

dressed with joints to appear as stone and sits atop a marble base.  The portal includes 

a decorative sheet metal cornice band that breaks and creates a true arch centered above 

Tudor opening.  The true arch extends higher than the rest of the portal and interrupts a 

sheet metal cap.  Either side of the spring point of the arch, the decorative cornice has 

a vertical step.   

 

Centered below the arch and above the opening are two rectangular relief panels with 

perimeter frames identifying the building.  In serif font with incised characters, the 

upper one with “720” and the lower one “SIXTH-AVE”.  The Tudor arch and portal opening 

sides are accented by a beveled edge.  Either side of the opening are small pilasters 

atop half-round corbels that begin at the spring point of the Tudor opening and extend to 

portal cap.   

 

Below these pilasters, either side of the opening are decorative light fixture lanterns.  

As evidenced by early photos, the current fixtures are not original.  Handrails have been 

added.  The entire portal entry is painted green, including the marble base.  The incised 

signage characters have been painted white.  

 

SERVICES, MISCELLANEOUS FEATURES 

  

Original to the building on the east and west elevations are small sheet metal relief 

louvers originally associated with cooler cabinets in the kitchens.  Original exterior 

lighting included cobra head fixtures centered above the ramp on the south elevation and 

above the south basement door on the east elevation.  These fixtures have been replaced.  

Additional lighting has been added along the west elevation with exposed galvanized 

conduit painted to better blend with either the basement painted concrete or brick veneer 

walls.  Downspouts are located on the east façade and are at their original locations but 

have been replaced.  Wiring on the building includes supply line at the NW corner as well 

as AUX cabling along the outside of the building on the west and east elevations and 

includes those behind painted sheetmetal covers and those attached to the building with 

masonry anchors.  Exterior piping includes a hose bib location at the SW that continues 

with a standpipe, up and over the parapet to the roof.  The gas company has a gas meter 

along the west elevation with supply and pressure relief piping.  The gas supply piping 

is routed through a window at the basement level.  
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Physical Description - Narrative Continuation 

 

  

INTERIOR 

  

The building’s three stories each contain 6 units, with an additional two units in the 

daylight basement (facing east to the sunken yard area).  The building plan features a 

double loaded north-south corridor with three units on either side.   

 

The first floor is set approximately 3 feet above sidewalk grade.  A recessed exterior 

entry includes marble steps up to a terrazzo landing, with recessed tile border.  The 

sides of the entry alcove include decorative plaster or stucco mimicking dressed stone.  

The ceiling of the entry alcove includes decorative concave cornice with rope border.  

Centered on the entry alcove ceiling is a surface mounted light fixture, not original.   

 

A single, entry door is flanked by divided sidelight panels.   The door, frame and 

sidelight appear to be mahogany.  The door appears to not be original and includes a full 

height glazed panel decorated with an etched design identifying Wright Park Condos and 

including a silhouette of a recognizable tree in Wright Park.  At the exterior decorative 

mahogany molding tops the door and sidelights.  The sidelight panels include divided 

lights with leaded cane, and at the interior, clear acrylic panels have been added for 

security.   

 

Inside, a square entry foyer opens through a shallow Tudor archway to a wider corridor.  

This corridor provides access to the two front apartments and includes on the east half 

of the corridor a stairwell with straight runs of steps to the upper floors.  The foyer 

and corridor include original oak floors, interior wood trim which has been painted.  

Stair balustrade appears to be original.  The front stair and central corridors have been 

carpeted.  Similar to the entry alcove, on the first floor the sides of the corridor and 

the base of the stair include decorative plasterwork mimicking dressed stone.  Tucked 

behind the stair in an alcove are the apartment mailboxes, at this point the corridor 

narrows and, at each floor, a cross corridor door provides separation to the remainder of 

the corridor.   

 

Atop the front stairwell at the roof, centered above the corridor is a rectangular, hip 

ridge skylight.  Current skylight appears to be original with wire glass and integral 

vents.  On floors two and three, the space that on the first floor is part of the entry 

and foyer is instead part of the adjacent apartments.  Entrances to the front apartments 

on the upper floors are similarly located near the stair.   

 

The remaining apartments are arranged with entrances off the central corridor.  The 

length of the corridor is segmented by shallow Tudor archways.  Corridors include 

decorative base, chair rail, and cornice trim with picture rail, all painted.  Most of 

the lighting in the corridors appears to be original with decorative stamped metal 

fixture bases, however many of the glass globes are replacements.  A few lighting 

fixtures retain the original acorn shaped globes - a molded milk glass ornamented with 

garland swags and web medallions.   

 

The corridor widens at the entrances to the south two units.  A stairwell at the south 

end of the corridor is separated from the central corridors by a doorway with glazed 

sidelights.  This stair is u-shaped, connects all floors and extends to the basement.  At 

each landing there are two windows as part of the south elevation.   Flooring in the 

stairwell appears to be original and includes stamped metal tread nosing and dust 

corners.  The cross-corridor doors near the entry stairs and south stair are not original 

to the plan and have been added as a fire protection and life safety measure.    
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Physical Description - Narrative Continuation 

 

  

The basement corridor finishes are utilitarian, including exposed concrete walls and 

floors.  The basement includes two units stacked below units at the southeast and east 

central portion of the building.  The basement units have entrances off a narrow corridor 

that separates them and also provides access to the side yard.  The remainder of the 

basement is dedicated to storage areas, boiler and electrical rooms, and laundry areas.   

 

A typical unit contains a living room, kitchen, bath, bedroom, three large closets and a 

hall foyer.  The hall foyer includes a small cupboard with a secondary door to the 

corridor which originally allowed for grocery deliveries and pick-up of waste.  Oak 

floors and wood trim in the units is similar to the entry and corridors.  Bathrooms 

include terrazzo floors and cast iron tubs.  Original amenities included built-in coolers 

and ice-boxes in the kitchens, as well as a murphy bed that folded out from the living 

room closet into the living room to provide guest accommodation.  (An example remains 

intact in unit 306).  Heating is provided via original hydronic radiators.  Units in the 

basement have slightly different layout, in part based on their entrance locations.  

According to early newspaper descriptions of the property in development, it appears the 

basement units were intended for property managers and / or building caretakers.   

 

IDENTITY / SIGNAGE 

 

Since 1995 the apartment building has been known as Wright Park Condos.  Identifying 

signage on the building is limited to the etched design on the main entry door.  The 

associated neighboring commercial property was originally developed as 3 separate 

storefronts.  Over the years it has been home to various businesses including, in one 

form or another, the HobNob restaurant since 1940.  Since 1970, the HobNob has occupied 

the entirety of the commercial building.  
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Statement of Significance - Narrative Continuation 

 

 

 

Continued from page 4.   

  

Wright Park was established in 1886 on land donated to the City of Tacoma by the Tacoma 

Land Company.  The area round the park was originally constructed with predominantly wood 

frame single-family homes.  Properties around the park were desirable for their adjacency 

to the park, the nearby streetcar routes along 6th, Division and Tacoma Avenues, and for 

proximity to the downtown commercial core.  There are extant wood framed mansions, early 

apartment buildings, and more modest homes still found around Wright Park.  Along 6th 

Avenue and within a block of 720 6th Avenue there are several early houses that remain:   

810 6th Avenue, built 1902; 702, 704, 706, & 708 6th Avenue, built 1904; 602 Yakima 

Avenue, built 1905; and 615 Yakima Avenue S, built 1889.  Sited on the parcels 

encompassing 720 6th Avenue there were originally homes constructed between 1887 and 

1909.1   

 

Evolutionary changes in development influenced by building technology, growth, and 

transportation options led to the construction of larger-scale multi-family buildings 

around Wright Park and throughout Tacoma.  Influenced by insurance companies, Tacoma also 

began to insist with adopted building codes that large-scale buildings be constructed of 

brick for fire protection.  The McDonnel Apartments, 621 Yakima Avenue, built 1909, on 

the same block is an early example.  Also built between 1908 and 1910 around Wright Park 

are some of the Tacoma’s more architecturally significant and distinctive early 

apartments including: Hillcrest Apartments, 423 S G Street; Earlham Court (Parkside 

Apartments), 215 S G Street; Miller Apartments, 202-06 Tacoma Ave S; Rutland Apartments 

(Legacy Arms), 115 N Yakima Avenue, Woodstock Apartments (Legacy Arms), 711 N 1st Street.   

 

Many of these apartments replaced earlier structures and began to establish a more urban 

character around Wright Park.  Nearby, such as in Stadium District and Hilltop, 

neighborhood commercial nodes continued to develop supporting further multi-family 

residential development.  By the 1920s early urban policy and zoning sought to 

accommodate multi-family dwellings to meet growth and also demographic needs.   

“Early on boarding houses, and the placement of boarders in single-family homes, met the 

housing needs of the middle class.  However, the growing number of office workers and 

other upper class professionals following World War I necessitated a new solution for 

those who wanted to live close to their place of work, but not yet able to purchase a 

house in the suburbs and drive downtown.”2

 
1 Data collected from Tacoma Public Library, Northwest Room, Tacoma Building Index. 
2 Ansonia Apartments, Tacoma Register of Historic Places Nomination Form, Gene Grulich / Caroline 

Gallacci.   
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Some of the apartment buildings constructed in this era and in the vicinity of  

720 6th Avenue include:   

 
Building Year Address Architect if Known 

Rutland Apartments (Legacy Arms)* 1908 115 N Yakima Avenue Russell & Babcock 

Woodstock Apartments (Legacy Arms)* 1908 711 N 1st Street Russell & Babcock 

Hillcrest Apartments 1909 423 S G Street Potter & Merrill / Lundberg 

Earlham Court / Parkside Apartments 1909 215 S G Street Russell & Babcock 

Miller Apartments 1909 202-06 Tacoma Avenue S Darmer & Cutting 

McDonnel Apartments 1909 621 Yakima Avenue 
 

Ingleside Apartments 1909 205 Tacoma Avenue North Heath & Twichell / Russell 

Babcock 

Ansonia Apartments* 1914 219 Tacoma Avenue N Heath & Gove 

Roosevelt Apartments 1919 1102-04 Yakima Avenue S Lundberg, Mahon & Ekvall 

Beverly Apartments 1921 208 Tacoma Avenue North 
 

Epps Apartments 1922 302-08 N Yakima Avenue Sutton, Whitney & Dugan 

Florence Apts 1923 414-22 Tacoma Avenue S Lundberg & Mahon 

Dreher Apartments 1925 523 S G Street 
 

Olympic Apartments 1925 304 Tacoma Avenue S 
 

Annobee Apartments 1925 319 N I Street 
 

Garrard Apartments 1925 1224 Yakima Avenue 
 

Tahoma Apartments (Town House Apts) 1925 117 Tacoma Avenue N FF Travis 

Walker Apartments* 1926 405 Sixth Avenue Roland Borhek 

Bolivar Apartments 1928 1121 S I Street 
 

Washington Apartments (Vintage Apts) 1928 518 S 7th Street Sutton, Whitney & Dugan 

Dorthy Apartment Building* 1928 301 Tacoma Avenue North 
 

St James Apartments* 1929 821 Yakima Avenue S 
 

Triona Apartments (Travis Apartments) 1929 701 Yakima Avenue S 
 

Marymac Apartments (Carlton Apts) 1929 615 S 7th Street Silas Nelsen 

Frances Hall Apartments 1930 402 S I Street Silas Nelsen 

Buckingham Apartments 1930 1001 N Yakima Avenue G.W. Bullard 

*Listed on Historic Register 
   

 

While some of these projects have known architects, many of the apartment projects of 

this era were developer led and often with local investors.  Many of these buildings 

through location, amenities, and features were seeking to appeal to and attract these 

middle and upper class residents.  720 6th Avenue is among more than a dozen apartment 

buildings built between 1925 and 1930.  The building is emblematic of both the 

development approach seen throughout Tacoma and the characteristics of apartment building 

design of the period. 

 

720 6th Avenue was developed in conjunction with the neighboring, detached commercial 

structure at 712-716 6th Avenue by Tacoma businessman and entrepreneur William Virges from 

whom the Virges Apartments gets its name.  With regard to their architecture, commercial 

structure and apartment building remain intact with both exhibiting similar materials and 

style / detailing.   
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Although no project architect has been identified, the design shows evidence of care 

being taken to utilize scale, materials, and detailing that would be found attractive and 

durable. Additionally, the site planning which included provisions for open space behind 

the commercial building that extends along the length of the apartments and developing 

the two properties simultaneously assured that the use adjacent to the apartment would be 

designed to allow maximum lighting into the apartment block, thereby protecting the value 

of the building.   

 

The circumstances of the construction and use over time of both 712-716 6th Avenue and 

720 6th Avenue reflect the important role of local investors in developing real estate in 

the neighborhood.  The joint property was conceived as an investment by William Virges, a 

successful Tacoma businessman who lived nearby.  A German immigrant, Virges arrived in 

New York in 1882 at age twenty-three, and entered the drug business.  He moved to Tacoma 

in 1894, and, with Anton Huth, organized the Pacific Brewing and Malting Company in 1897.  

Virges also founded and operated Virges Drug Company with several locations throughout 

Tacoma.   

 

In 1918, his business expanded to include the National Soap Company and the National 

Coconut Butter Company.  Active in civic affairs, Virges also helped in the building of 

the Tacoma General Hospital.  Virges lived at 502 N. Tacoma Avenue, a large Colonial 

Revival Style home which is a contributing property to the National Register Stadium-

Seminary Historic District.  Virges described his project to a reporter as a “permanent 

investment,” presumably to distinguish this income-producing rental property from the 

speculative land dealing which was common during Tacoma’s early development. 

 

Promoting and reporting on the project highlights these aspects:  

  

 

NEW APARTMENT HOUSE PLANNED –  

Building to Be Constructed at Sixth and Yakima to Cost $60,000. 

 

Plans for a new apartment house to be constructed by William 

Virges at 6th and Yakima avenues are now being drawn and work on 

the new building will be started as soon as they are finished, 

probably within a few weeks, it was announced this week.   

The apartment house that it is planned to build will cost about 

$60,000.  It will be on property 125x135 feet and will be three 

stories high.  Space for 20 large three-room apartments is to be 

provided. 

Brick will be used in the construction and the apartment will be 

first class in every detail.  It will face on Yakima avenue.  On 

the 6th avenue side, next the alley, will be room for three small 

stores.   

These stores will be so constructed that no light will be shut 

off from any of the apartments.  They will be below the floor 

level of the first floor.  This is made possible by the slope of 

the hill. 

 

The Tacoma Daily Ledger, February 1, 1925, page A13 
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NEW APARTMENT HOUSE STARTED – 

 

Work on the new apartment house at 6th and Yakima avenues for 

William Virges was started this week.  The new apartment house 

will be three stories high and will cost about $60,000. 

 

Brick and concrete are being used in the framework of the 

apartment.  Twenty large three-room apartments will be provided in 

addition to quarters for the janitor.   

The apartment house will face on Yakima avenue.  On the 6th avenue 

side near the alley space will be provided for three small stores. 

 

The Tacoma Daily Ledger, February 22, 1925, page A13 

 

 

TACOMA’S NEWEST APARTMENT BUILDINGS  

 

Multiple family dwellings continue to dot the city’s landscape, 

indicating the trend toward compact living conditions.  Above –The 

fine apartment designed as 720 6th avenue, which features 18 

suites, each containing living room, kitchen, bath, bedroom, three 

large closets and hall foyer.  The bedroom closet is 5 by 11 feet, 

the hall closet 5 by 6 feet and the living room closet 5 by 14 

feet.  All rooms have outside exposure.  Interior finishing is of 

the highest order and baths are tiled.  Floors are hardwood 

throughout.  It was built by day labor at a cost of approximately 

$80,000 by William Virges for a permanent investment. 

 

The Tacoma Sunday (Daily) Ledger, October 4, 1925, page B3 

 

 

 
The Tacoma Sunday (Daily) Ledger, October 4, 1925, page B3 Illustration 
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The brief news clippings are for the most part accurate in their descriptions.  One 

clarification as to discrepancies between the three accounts is that there are 18 

apartments among the three main floors and two apartments in the daylight basement, one 

of which was originally reserved for a building janitor and caretaker.    

  

No parking was provided for the apartment or neighboring commercial building, evidence of 

the reliance on the streetcar and the walkability of the location.  When Wright Park 

first opened, Yakima Avenue continued as a vehicular street through the park but was 

later closed to traffic.  In 1934, the bowling green was added at the 6th Avenue entrance 

to Wright Park strengthening the focus of activity at that park entrance and street 

intersection.   

 

The character and public experience of Wright Park is enhanced by the surrounding early 

homes, apartment buildings, religious and cultural buildings.  Over time, 720 6th Avenue 

has become an established and familiar visual landmark for park visitors and neighborhood 

residents alike. 

 

Since 1925, 720 6th Avenue has been home to many residents.  It is unknown for how long 

William Virges owned the property or if he held onto it until his death in 1949.  

Eventually, the ownership of the apartment building transitioned to the Tauscher family 

of Tacoma and Gig Harbor under the name of Sixth Avenue Apartment Associates.  Bruce 

Tauscher, managing partner, organized the Public Offering that established Wright Park 

Condos in 1995 with initial sales to individual owners completed in 1997.  The Tauscher 

family remained associated with one or more condo units up until 2016.  Many have chosen 

to own or live in the building because of its location and distinctive qualities and 

character.  The current owners, through their Condo Board Association, seek to honor the 

building’s history in advance of its centennial and seek historic landmark designation as 

a means to further their stewardship of the property. 
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18. Side Yard, East Elevation, Looking North at Back of Neighboring HobNob
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Page 29 of 31

43



Landmarks Preservation Commission  
Nomination to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places Page 13 of 13 

 
Continuation – Support Materials 

 

 

Photography

19. East Elevation Detail - Parapet & Ornamentation
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Landmarks Preservation Commision 
Planning and Development Services Department 

747 Market Street I Room 345 I Tacoma WA 98402-3793 I 253.591.5220

APPLICATION FOR DESIGN REVIEW 

Permit Number: HDR22-0021 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Building/Property Name: 

Building/Property Address: 

Historic/Conservation District: 

Applicant's Name: 

Applicant's Address: 

Applicant's Phone: 

Applicant's Email: 

Property Owner's Name: 

421 N Sheridan New Build 

421 N SHERIDAN AVE 

North Slope 

David Schaub 

2534099511 

David.p.schaub@gmail.com 

SCHAEFER ISAAC W & MACKENZIE E 

PROJECTSCOPEANDDESCmPTION 

Project Details 

Application Type: 

Type of Work: 

Estimated Valuation: 

Application Checklist 

Features to be Modified: 

Residential 

Other Major Work 

400000 

-
llf�i� 

:1 
Tacoma 
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Hello, 

 

This letter is to address the items the committee brought up on our meeting on 6/22/22: 

1. Missing aspects added to the architectural drawings, such as missing back door, annotating 
windows are all vertically opening, etc. 

2. Front windows changed from framed picture windows to vertically opening with a thinner 
profile to allow for additional trim between windows. 

3. Roof pitch as discussed was allowed at 6/12 
4. Please see below for reference photos for 421 N Sheridan site and other properties in the near 

vicinity. 
5. Setback has been very slightly changed but the addition of the front porch was added to the site 

plan which brings it exactly in line with the neighborhood. 

I look forward to discussing these changes and hopefully getting an approval to move forward with this 
design and submit for Building Department to review the technical details of the plan. 

 

 

Thank you, 

David Schaub 

253-409-9511 
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This letter is to address the concerns submitted to the committee by letter based on the meeting 
conducted on 6/22/22 concerning the proposed new build at 421 N Sheridan Ave. 

 

A. The design for the residence is for a single-family house, for a 2nd family dwelling it would 
need further items not added in such as a laundry, refrigerator, etc. having a 2nd oven for 
holiday meals or larger gatherings does not make a space a separate dwelling. 
 

B. Eave overhangs will be increased to the minimum size pending review by the City of Tacoma 
Building Department. 
 

C. This does not need a response as it is conjecture and not applicable to the build. 
 

D. We will be submitting this current plan without the garage while we work with the City of 
Tacoma to determine sizing of the detached garage.  That will be submitted after we have 
determined how the Building Department would like us to proceed and what is allowed. 

 
E. The proposed house is set back 35’ from the property line but the front deck which is the 

visual start of the residence is under 25’ from the front property line.  As discussed, the roof 
line extending over the 2nd level deck is a critical aspect of the design and in line with historic 
properties built in this style. 

 
F. There are multiple reasons for the elevated front entrance, primary to those is the impact of 

the front porch, columns, and railings which will enhance the historic appeal of a smaller 
thinner building.  Along with that is the feel of the basement being less underground and 
more comfortable as living space, less risk of water issues (I own and have owned multiple 
historic buildings in Tacoma that flood their basements every year).   

Window wells do not allow a person to look out into a yard, only into a concrete well, and 
they are certainly not historically appropriate for the location, further they encroach into 
the previously established 5’ setbacks.   

The proposed building is clearly in scale with the neighboring properties, the letter only 
addresses the discrepancy between the main floors but given the drawing it can clearly be 
seen the 2nd floor windows and final rooflines are extremely closely in line with each other.  
Given that the current buildings are all much larger than the proposed one due to lot size 
and elevated front entrance helps to project a scale and size more in line with the 
neighborhood.  The roof is also appropriate for the neighborhood as the committee has 
already discussed, even the pictures presented show multiple buildings with the same slope. 

 
G. As previously mentioned, the roof pitch is in line with other properties on the street and 

historic area, we are intentionally sacrificing the pitch of the roof which is only a small part 
of a historic house to focus on the architectural details that a larger building front can 
provide. 

H. Other properties with a similar slope also have a roofline that slopes from the front and 
back to the center of the house.  This was purposely discarded to allow for other more 
architecturally prominent details such as cedar shake siding in the gable, crown molding 
following the roofline up to the peak, trimmed out front facing vent, and other details a 
simple roof does not provide for. 
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Side and Rear Windows 
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Example of style of house 
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Railing design 
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Front column design 
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Matthew Larson 

417 N Sheridan Ave, Tacoma, WA 98403 

Phone: (253)-363-2679 

� 
Landmarks Preservation Committee  

Planning and Development Services 

Department, City of Tacoma 

 

 
landmarks@cityoftacoma.org 

Phone: (253)-591-5254 

 

Dear Landmarks Preservation Committee 

I attended the 6/22/22 LPC meeting to see the board briefing of the proposed new construction at 421 N Sheridan 

Ave within the North Slope Historic District (NSHD). I have concerns with this proposal’s codes issues: 

A. USE & LOT SIZE – The proposal primary structure is labeled as a single-family residence. The design 

is for use as a 2-family dwelling and the garage is designed as a detached accessory dwelling unit 

(DADU). A 2-family dwelling in HMR-SRD districts requires a conditional use permit. (13.06.020.E) 

The pre-existing 3,250 sq ft lot may be occupied by a single-family small lot level 2 dwelling. 

(13.06.020.F.k). A single-family dwelling would permit the garage to be used as a DADU.   

  

If the conditional use permit is granted for the primary structure to be a 2-family dwelling then the 

garage is not permitted to be a DADU. One DADU per lot is allowed as an accessory use to a single-

family detached dwelling.  

 

B. SMALL LOT LEVEL 2 DESIGN REQUIREMENTS – Assuming the building will be a single-family small 

lot level 2 dwelling then it meets many of the design requirements with the exception of “…Eave 

overhangs a minimum of 2 feet shall be provided (13.06.100.F.2.e) 

 

C. SHORT-TERM RENTAL – A property owner is required to occupy one of the dwellings for short-

term rental use. (13.06.080.A.g). The owner currently does not occupy the adjacent property they 

own at 423 N Sheridan, which they use as a multi-unit short-term rental (Airbnb). They likely will not 

occupy the proposal at 421 N Sheridan and thus it should not be permitted as a short-term rental.  

 

D. GARAGE – The garage is designed as a detached accessory dwelling unit (DADU). If it is just an 

accessory building, then it should be reduced to the maximum allowable height for accessory 

buildings of 15 ft (13.06.020.F.5) and the habitable space should be removed (13.06.020.G.4.).  

If the garage is a DADU then it has design issues: 

1) The garage does not have the required minimum 5 ft setback from the side yards 

(13.06.080.A.5.e).  
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2) It is unclear if the second story windows facing the abutting residential properties within 10 feet 

of the property line meet the privacy intent of 13.06.090.G.4.c. 

3) The structure violates daylight setback requirement 13.06.09.G.4d and will need to be reduced in 

height and/or width.    

4) The maximum height is allowed to be increased from 18 ft to20 ft, but the DADU must provide 

parking below or achieve the required environmental certification. (13.06.08.A.c)   

5) Does the east entrance qualify as encroaching on the 8 feet setback from the side property line?     

Just as importantly, the proposal’s architectural characteristics are inconsistent with the historic character of the 

North Slope Historic Special Review District (please see attached pictures and drawings for reference): 

E. SETBACK(S) – The proposal’s frontage is setback significantly further than other houses on Sheridan.  

409, 415 & 417 North Sheridan appear to have their front doors in alignment with setbacks of 35 feet 

or less. 423 North Sheridan is even closer to the sidewalk at 25 ft. In reviewing the district there are 

only about six houses that are setback significantly in relation to the neighboring houses. Aligning the 

proposal even to the other house setbacks reinforces the positive historic streetscape. It will limit the 

impact to the neighboring property backyard daylight and privacy. Setting the proposal back to 

maintain 423 N Sherdian’s peekaboo view of the mountain is short-sighted. That view will shrink as 

newly planted street trees along Sheridan mature.  

The proposal should consider eliminating the second floor roof projection over the balcony to 

maintain the view with an aligned setback. The proposed roof design is out of place architecturally 

within the district. Most first floor entrance porches have a roof that is separate from the primary 

structure’s roof or a porch recessed under the second floor living space.  

The designed stairway leading to the basement unit is built into the required 5 ft setback. Is this 

permitted?       

F. HEIGHT & SCALE – The entries to houses on this block of Sheridan are 30” above finish grade or 

less with the exception of one set 36”. The proposal’s entrance is set at over 60” above finish grade 

as driven by the basement height. The builder cited a high water table as the reason to push the 

basement level up higher. A licensed geo-technical engineer and/or water table data may paint a 

different picture. We have a partial historic basement that likely does not have proper drainage and it 

remains dry throughout the season. Proper drainage in new construction will prevent moisture 

infiltration in the basement.  

 

The basement can be daylight with window wells. There are many examples of building set at a street 

friendly height with daylight basement dwelling space. Some are historic and downhill of Sheridan with 

likely higher water tables – 819 N 5th St;  502 N J St. 

 

It appears that the building has been designed from the top down, with a minimally sloping roof set as 

high as permissible. Then floors are set with the most efficient material heights for a 15 ft wide three-

story structure. The building is out of scale with three levels clearly visible and a flat roof relative to 

surrounding houses. It looks like a slice cut from a spec apartment building.  Lowering the floor 

heights brings the building into scale with the adjacent houses. In the present design it’s 2nd floor and 

roof eave line projects up above the neighboring historic structures. Lowering it will make it seem 

less like a tall skinny wall and more like an in scale building. See attached building elevation 

comparison drawing illustrating floor height difference. 
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G. ROOF PITCH – The 6:12 roof pitch fits within the historic districts minimum standard, but is out of 

place compared to the adjacent historic houses. Reducing the first floor height will provide room to 

increase the roof pitch to a more suitable height. (see attached pictures of historic houses on 

Sheridan).   

 

H. VARIATION & DETAILING – The proposal is very limited in its form and material variety. The roof 

is one long unbroken gable unlike the historic houses on Sheridan. One side elevation of the building 

has no windows above the basement level. The architectural detailing at the level shown is stripped 

down and inconsistent with the historic structures.  As a Level 2 small lot the design is required to 

have at least three of the code listed building façade details.   

Please consider these comments when reviewing subsequent revisions of this proposal. Thank you.  

Sincerely, 

Matthew Larson 
Architect 
July 3, 2022 
 
 
Enclosure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

81



82

MALARSON
Image

MALARSON
Image

MALARSON
Image

MALARSON
Image

MALARSON
Text Box
423 N Sherdian

MALARSON
Text Box
417 N Sherdian

MALARSON
Text Box
409 N Sherdian

MALARSON
Text Box
415 N Sherdian



83

MALARSON
Image

MALARSON
Image

MALARSON
Image

MALARSON
Image

MALARSON
Text Box
414 N Sherdian

MALARSON
Text Box
402 N Sherdian

MALARSON
Text Box
420 N Sherdian

MALARSON
Text Box
1402 N 5th St



84

MALARSON
Image

MALARSON
Image

MALARSON
Image

MALARSON
Image

MALARSON
Text Box
409/415/417  entries

MALARSON
Text Box
409/415  N Sheridan

MALARSON
Text Box
420 NS & 1402 N 5th 

MALARSON
Text Box
417/423 North Sheridan



423 N Sheridan 417 N Sheridan

Aerial overlay showing
frontage setback relationship

85



86

MALARSON
Snapshot

MALARSON
Snapshot

MALARSON
Line

MALARSON
Line

MALARSON
Length Measurement
10'-0"

MALARSON
Length Measurement
2'-6"

MALARSON
Length Measurement
2'-6"

MALARSON
Length Measurement
1'-7"

MALARSON
Text Box
417 N Sherdian Ave

MALARSON
Text Box
421 N Sherdian Ave(proposal)

MALARSON
Text Box
South (front) elevations showing elevation relationship



87



88



89



90



91



92



Google Maps 

904 N Ainsworth Ave 

All Street View & 360
° 

Image capture: May 2019 © 2022 Google 
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Staff have included images of former paint scheme and shingle siding 
condition for reference
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
September 8, 2022 
 
MEDIA CONTACT 
Reuben McKnight, Staff Liaison, reuben.mcknight@cityoftacoma.org, (253) 591-5220 
 

Applicants Sought for the Landmarks Preservation Commission 
 

The Tacoma City Council is looking for applicants to fill the following positions on the  
Landmarks Preservation Commission: 
 

• Architect (Two Positions):  Open to an individual who is currently or has been in the past a 
professionally certified architect. 

• Professional (Two Positions): Open to individuals who have had professional experience or 
training related to historic preservation originating from employment or study within the 
following disciplines: Arts or art history, architecture, history, architectural history, planning, 
prehistoric and/or historic archeology, conservation, construction or building trade, landscape 
architecture, urban planning or design, structural engineering, land use or real estate law, real 
estate, appraisal or real estate finance, project management or contracting, or related 
discipline.  

• At-Large (One Position):  Open to an individual with a demonstrated interest in historic 
preservation who is a resident of Tacoma. 

 
Non-voting ex officio members may be appointed to four-year terms to represent residents, property 
owners, and business owners within Tacoma's historic districts. The Commission oversees the 
establishment and regulation of landmarks, local historic districts, proposed name changes for public 
facilities, and certain property tax incentives. 
 
The City is committed to creating an equitable and anti-racist community and wants our committees, 
boards, and commissions to reflect our diverse community. For these vacancies, Black and Indigenous 
community members, people of color, LGBTQ individuals, individuals with disabilities, seniors, youth, 
immigrants, and refugees are especially encouraged to apply. 
 
To find additional information on the Commission, please visit their website here.  
 
Applications must be submitted to the City Clerk’s Office by end of day Thursday, September 22, 2022.  
To apply, please visit cityoftacoma.org/cbcapplication. For questions about the application process, to 
request the application in an alternate format, or to submit additional documents please contact Michelle 
Emery, City Clerk’s Office, at servetacoma@cityoftacoma.org (253) 591-5505. 
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