
This agenda is for public notice purposes only. Complete applications are posted online at www.cityoftacoma.org/lpc-agenda. 

The City of Tacoma does not discriminate on the basis of handicap in any of its programs or services.  To request this information in an 
alternative format or to request a reasonable accommodation, please contact the Planning and Development Services Department at  
(253) 591-5056 (voice) or (253) 591-5820 (TTY).
¿Necesitas información en español? 한국어로 정보가 필요하십니까? Cần thông tin bằng tiếng Việt? Нужна информация на усском?
្រត�វ�រព័ត៌�ន���ែខ�រ?  Contact TacomaFIRST 311 at (253) 591-5000

747 Market Street, Floor 3· Tacoma, WA ·98402 · Phone (253) 591-5254 · 
www.Cityoftacoma.org/HistoricPreservation 

Members 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Jennifer Mortensen, Vice Chair 
Jonathan Hart 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Alex Morganroth 
Lysa Schloesser 
Jenny Sullivan 
Jeff Williams 
George Zeno 
Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio 

Staff 
Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer 
Susan Johnson, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Paige Rooney, Historic Preservation Intern 
Mary Crabtree, Administrative Assistant 

INFORMATION ABOUT VIRTUAL MEETINGS 

This meeting will be conducted virtually and can be attended at https://zoom.us/j/88592995176, or by dialing +1 (253) 215-8782  and entering the 
meeting ID 885 9299 5176 when prompted. 

Microphones will be muted and cameras turned off for all participants during the meeting, except for the Commissioners and presenters. 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS PAGE # TIME 

2. ROLL CALL

3. PUBLIC COMMENT
Written comments are accepted on agenda items via e-mail and must be submitted by 4:00 p.m. on the meeting day. Please e-mail your
comments to landmarks@cityoftacoma.org, put in the subject line “LPC Meeting 8/24/22”, and clearly indicate which agenda item(s) you are
addressing.

4. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Excusal of Absences

B. Approval of Minutes: N/A

C. Administrative Review:
• 516 N. L St. – exterior stairs replacement

5. DESIGN REVIEW

A. 810 N. Cushman Brittany Skobel 5 15 m 
Siding replacement

6. BOARD BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION ITEMS

A. Events & Activities Staff 5 m 

7. CHAIR COMMENTS

Agenda 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning and Development Services Department 

Date: August 24, 2022 
Time: 5:30 p.m. 
Location: Virtual (see below) 

http://www.cityoftacoma.org/lpc-agenda
http://www.cityoftacoma.org/HistoricPreservation
mailto:landmarks@cityoftacoma.org
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STAFF REPORT  August 24, 2022 

 
DESIGN REVIEW 
 

AGENDA ITEM 5A: 810 N. CUSHMAN 
Brittany Skobel, owner 
 
BACKGROUND 
Built in 1908, this is a contributing property in the North Slope Historic District. This is a design review for a proposed 
replacement of the exterior siding. The current non-historic aluminum siding clads all four facades. Underneath the 
aluminum, there are some remnants of the historic wood shingles but the latter have been previously partially removed 
and what remains is in poor condition. Applicant previously considered using new cedar shingles for this project but material 
costs are not feasible. Hardie shingles are proposed for the replacement siding.  
 
Scope is for removing and replacing existing siding. The trim and soffits, frieze board, and fascia boards will be preserved.  
 
 
PRIOR ACTION 
The applicant submitted a Historic Design Review (HDR) permit, 22-0002, earlier this year for the restoration of front porch 
supports and railing, plus a small rear addition. The rear addition will feature Hardie shingle siding. HDR22-0002 was 
approved via expanded administrative review in January 2022.  
 
GUIDELINES 
The North Slope/Wedge Neighborhood Design Guidelines apply to this proposal, specifically regarding Siding, as 
follows: 
 

1. Avoid removal of large amounts of original siding.  
2. Repair small areas of failure before replacing all siding. It is rarely advisable to replace all of the existing siding on 

a home, both for conservation reasons and for cost reasons. Where there are areas of siding failure, it is most 
appropriate to spot repair as needed with small amounts of matching material. Where extensive damage, including 
rot or other failure, has occurred, siding should be replaced with as close a material and visual match as is feasible, 
including matching reveals, widths, configuration, patterns and detailing.  

3. Other materials/configurations. It is not historically appropriate to replace deteriorated siding with substitute 
materials, unless it can be demonstrated that: • the replacement material is a close visual match to the historic 
material and can be installed in a manner in which the historically character defining details may be reproduced 
(mitered corners, dentil molding, etc); and • replacement of the existing historic material is necessary, or the original 
material is no longer present; and • there is no feasible alternative to using a substitute material due to cost or 
availability.  

4. Avoid changing the appearance, pattern or configuration of original siding. The siding type, configuration, reveal, 
and shingle pattern all are important elements of a home’s historic character.  

Also, guidelines for Exterior Materials (under New Construction): 
5. Cementitious products, such as Hardiplank, may be acceptable in the district if installed in a historically correct 

pattern (for example, horizontal lapped siding or shingle). In such cases, the product used shall be smooth in 
texture (faux wood grain finish is NOT acceptable). 

 
ANALYSIS 

1. The property at 810 N. Cushman is a contributing structure in the North Slope Historic District. As such it is 
subject to design review requirements per TMC 13.05.040, and requires Landmarks Commission approval prior 
to those alterations being made or permitted. 

2. The applicant has received approval for using Hardie shingles on the new rear addition. 
3. The removal of the non-historic aluminum siding meets the North Slope Historic District design guidelines.  
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4. The existing portions of original wood shingle siding under the aluminum are not salvageable as functional 
cladding but may serve as a guideline for installing new shingle cladding, specifically with regards to matching 
reveals, widths, configuration, patterns and detailing.  

5. The proposed replacement shingle siding meets the North Slope Historic District guidelines as long as the 
product is smooth, not faux wood grain textured. 

 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Staff recommends approval of the siding replacement work as submitted. 
 
Sample motion for approval: 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission adopt as findings the staff analysis and approve the application for 
replacing siding at 810 N. Cushman as submitted.”  
 
Sample motion for denial: 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission deny the proposed siding replacement at 810 N. Cushman, finding 
that it does not meet the following North Slope Historic District guidelines [cite guidelines].” 
 
 
BOARD BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 6A: Events and Activities Update 
Susan Johnson 

 
1. Broadening Horizons Heritage Café Series will resume this fall, starting on Wednesday, August 31st from 4:00-

5:00pm. This will be a virtual (Zoom) event. Guest speaker will be Sarah Steen, Landmarks Coordinator for the 
King County Historic Preservation Program.  
Event summary: Join us for a free, public presentation by Sarah Steen (Landmarks Coordinator, King County 
Historic Preservation Program). Steen will talk about 4Culture’s Beyond Integrity workgroup and discuss 
how/why we should look beyond architectural integrity when identifying what resources to preserve. 
In many (if not most) cases, buildings are preserved for their architectural value over their cultural significance, a 
norm that has disproportionately restricted preserving the places that matter to underrepresented communities. 
To address this ongoing issue, Steen will discuss what systemic changes are essential and offer some practical 
tools and ideas to adjust preservation practice when working with historic resources. 
Public link to join the webinar: https://www.zoom.us/j/81291305565 

2. Pacific NW History Conference is happening September 30-October 1 in Kennewick, WA. Hosted by Washington 
State Historical Society in partnership with Oregon State Historical Society. Registration is open. 
https://www.washingtonhistory.org/across-washington/pacific-northwest-history-conference/ 

3. RevitalizeWA Conference for Washington’s Main Street Program will happen in Wenatchee, October 19-21st. 
Hosted by Washington Trust for Historic Preservation and WA Dept. of Archaeology & Historic Preservation. 
Registration is open.  https://preservewa.org/news-events/revitalizewa/ 
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