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Members 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Jennifer Mortensen, Vice Chair 
Jonathan Hart 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Alex Morganroth 
Lysa Schloesser 
Jenny Sullivan 
Jeff Williams 
George Zeno 
Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio 

Staff 
Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer 
Susan Johnson, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Paige Rooney, Historic Preservation Intern 
Mary Crabtree, Administrative Assistant 

INFORMATION ABOUT VIRTUAL MEETINGS 

This meeting will be conducted virtually and can be attended at https://zoom.us/j/88592995176, or by dialing +1 (253) 215-8782  and entering the 
meeting ID 885 9299 5176 when prompted. 

Microphones will be muted and cameras turned off for all participants during the meeting, except for the Commissioners and presenters. 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS PAGE # TIME 

2. ROLL CALL

3. PUBLIC COMMENT
Written comments are accepted on agenda items and must be submitted by 4:00 p.m. on the meeting day. Please e-mail your comments to
landmarks@cityoftacoma.org, put in the subject line “LPC Meeting 6/22/22”, and clearly indicate which agenda item(s) you are addressing.

4. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Excusal of Absences

B. Approval of Minutes: N/A

C. Administrative Review:
• Fire Station 4 (4301 S. L St.)

5. BOARD BRIEFINGS

A. 421 N. Sheridan Ave. David Schaub 5 20 m 
New construction

6. CHAIR COMMENTS

Agenda 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning and Development Services Department 

Date: June 22, 2022 
Time: 5:30 p.m. 
Location: Virtual (see below) 
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STAFF REPORT  June 22, 2022 
 
BOARD BRIEFING 
 

AGENDA ITEM 5A: 421 N. Sheridan Ave. (New construction) 
 
BACKGROUND 
This proposed new construction would occupy an empty lot at 421 N. Sheridan Ave within the North Slope Historic 
District. The houses on either side were built in 1895 and 1904, both contributing structures in the District. The 
Commission packet includes a plan set along with front and rear elevations for the proposed project. The new design is 
for a two-story residence with a full basement. The foundation would be 15 feet wide by 50 feet long, with added front 
and back porches/decks. The overall ridge height for the proposed structure is 25 feet. The front gable roof will have a 
6:12 pitch and composition shingles. The exterior walls will be clad with wood lap siding. There will be windows on all 
sides of the building. On the front elevation, there will be four 4’x5’ picture windows featuring custom glass set into the 
exterior wall with exterior custom wood trim. According to the project narrative, side and rear windows will be Jeld-Wen 
clad wood double hung windows also with exterior custom wood trim. Side and rear windows will be in the following 
sizes: 3'x5' (6 total), 3'x16" (2 total), 4'x3' (3 total), and 3'x2' (4 total). Front door will be a full glass door to go with the 
picture windows, and the back door will be a standard exterior door. 
 
Staff has requested that side elevations and a site plan be added to the application prior to formal review. 
 
 
GUIDELINES 
The Design Guidelines for New Construction in the Wedge and North Slope Historic Districts apply, as follows: 
 
HEIGHT 
Goal: Balance the overall height of new construction with that of nearby structures. 
Guideline: New buildings should be comparable in height to adjacent structures. Buildings that are substantially taller or 
shorter than the adjacent historic buildings should be avoided.  
 
SCALE 
Goal: Relate the size and proportions of new buildings and their architectural elements to those of the neighborhood. 
Guideline: Building facades should be of a scale compatible with surrounding buildings and maintain a comparable 
setback from the property line to adjacent buildings, as permitted by applicable zoning regulations.  
 
MASSING 
Goal: Break up the facades of buildings into smaller varied masses comparable to those contributing buildings in the 
residential historic districts. 
Guideline: Variety of forms is a distinguishing characteristic of the North Slope and Wedge residential communities. 
Smaller massing–the arrangement of facade details, such as projections and recesses–and porches all help to articulate 
the exterior of the structure and help the structure fit into the neighborhood. Avoid large, blank planar surfaces.  
 
SENSE OF ENTRY 
Goal: Emphasize entrances to structures. 
Guideline: Entrances should be located on the front facade of the building and highlighted with architectural details, such 
as raised platforms, porches, or porticos to draw attention to the entry. Entrances not located on the front facade should 
be easily recognizable from the street.  
 
ROOF SHAPES AND MATERIALS 
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Goal: Utilize traditional roof shapes, pitches, and compatible finish materials on all new structures, porches, additions, 
and detached outbuildings wherever such elements are visible from the street. Maintain the present roof pitches of 
existing contributing buildings where such elements are visible from the street. 
Guideline: 
1. Shape and Pitch: Typically, the existing historic buildings in the districts either have gable roofs with the slopes of the 
roofs between 5:12 to 12:12 or more and with the pitch oriented either parallel to or perpendicular to the public right-of-
way or have hipped roofs with roof slopes somewhat lower. 
2. Architectural Elements: Most roofs also have architectural details, such as cross gables, dormers, and/or “widow’s 
walks” to break up the large sloped planes of the roof. Wide roof overhangs, decorative eaves or brackets, and cornices 
can be creatively used to enhance the appearance of the roof. 
3. Materials: Roofs that are shingle or appear to be shingle, or composition roofs, are the typical historic material 
compatible with the district. Seam metal may be an acceptable material for simple roof structures. Slate, faux slate and 
terra cotta tiles are not appropriate for the districts. 
 
WINDOWS AND RHYTHM OF OPENINGS 
Goals: Respect the patterns and orientations of door and window openings, as represented in the neighboring buildings. 
Window and door proportions (including the design of sash and frames), floor heights, floor shapes, roof shapes and 
pitches, and other elements of the building exterior should relate to the scale of the neighborhood. 
Guideline: 
1. Placement. Typically, older buildings have doors and transoms that matched the head height of the adjacent windows. 
New structures should utilize this pattern. 
2. Doors. Doors should be or appear to be paneled and/or contain glazed openings. 
3. Window configuration and detail. New structures should utilize existing historic window patterns in their design. 
Windows should be vertically oriented. Large horizontal expanses of glass may be created by ganging two or more 
windows into a series. Historically, the typical window in the district was a double hung sash window. Casement windows 
were commonly used for closets, nooks, and less commonly, as a principal window type in a structure. Many double 
hung sash windows had the upper sash articulated into smaller panels, either with muntin bars, leaded glazing, or 
arches. Muntins and grids should be true or simulated divided light. Grids sandwiched between thermal panes are not 
acceptable. Commonly, windows were also surrounded with substantial trim pieces or window head trim, and new 
window trim should utilize historic detail patterns. These may include crown molding, except where headers are engaged 
with a belly band or cornice, substantial projecting sills with aprons, and windows that are recessed or "punched in" so 
that the window sash and frame does not project beyond the wall plane. Design submittals for new structures shall 
include window trim details. 
4. Window materials. Historically, windows were generally wood. New construction should use windows that are wood, or 
that mimic the appearance of wood (including clad or composite materials). Vinyl windows are generally not acceptable 
for new primary or detached accessory dwelling unit structures in the historic district. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
This is a briefing.  Design feedback is sought prior to final submittal. 
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